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IMPARTIAL NOT NEDTRAL 


THE NEW ORGAN 


Mar, 2 


We offer no apology for turning| 


once again to the subject of the 
‘proposed new organ in Holy 
Trinity Cathedral. That Shang- 
hai should possess an organ of 
modern build is a reasonable and 
proper demand. The size and 
importance of the place fully 
justifies it. Exactly where the 
organ should be erected is a 
separate question, but in fact 
there is very little choice. 


Frequent use is as essential to the, 


health of an organ as regular 
exercise is essential to the health 
of a@ man. 
that are wasting away for want 
of use in public halls would be 
sad reading. We have heard of 
such organs being used for public 
dances; but jazz music on an 
organ offends the sense of pro- 
priety. 
organ is used practically every 
day, and the sort of music offered 
at recitals is in every way worthy 
of the House of Sounds. Again, 
the pitch of the Cathedral roof is 
very good, and in this respect 
there is no building in Shanghai 
to be compared with it. 

Tt is, of course, perfectly ap- 
parent that the Cathedral con- 
gregation will be the “‘most ad- 
vantaged”” by the scheme, but at 
services of greater occasion the 
congregation includes many who 
do not ordinarily worship in that 
Church. Moreover it may be re- 
membered that for many years 
past the Wardens have not made 
use of recitals for increasing their 
own funds, but have either had 
no collection, or devoted it to a 
charity. This is altogether fit- 
ting. 

What the Dean has set himself 
to do is to collect Tls. 12,000 
before he leaves for home. The 
end is in sight, and a last spurt 
will bring the trophy. The bulk 
‘of the money already given has 


The history of organs/ 


In the Cathedral the! 


been subscribed by the Cathedral 
subscribers, but there have been 
interesting exceptions. One or 
two generous donations have been 
received from the outports, and 
there are several local benefac- 
tions which must be extremely 
gratifying to the Dean and the 
Cathedral authorities. We have 
no hesitation in asking our read- 
ers to give the matter their 
sympathetic consideration, and if) 
they have not sent in a donation, 
and purpose to do so, we ask them 
to do it at once. 


VICE COMMITTEE’S 
REPORT 


Mar. 20. 

Tue Special Vice Committee, 
appointed at the last Ratepayers’ 
Meeting to investigate and report 
on conditions in Shanghai, who 
have just issued their report, have 
to be congratulated upon the pro- 
duction of a very sane review of 
the situation and some suggestions 
which deserve the serious con- 
sideration of ratepayers no matter 
what their previously formed 
opinions may have been. While, 
in fact, ittells us nothing startling 
about the whole subject in its 
local aspects the report contains 
a strong indictment of the manner 
in which, by reason of a laissez- 
faire policy, the system of com- 
mercialized vice in Shanghai has 
been allowed to grow in the 
International Settlement. It is 
by no means pleasant reading to 
see that the committee estimate 
that ‘‘there are at least 633 
brothéls with 4,575 inmates in the 
International Settlement”’ 
those who come into contact with 
this side of Shanghai life will 
probably agree that the figures err 
on the side of understatement. 
They certainly fail to give any 
adequate picture of the real state 
of affairs by reason of its being 
utterly impossible to keep any 
track of those unfortunates who 
are not inmates of these houses; 
if the Committee had stated that 
they estimated the total number 
of women so engaged at 7,500, 
or thereabouts, there appears to 


H 








[be no evidence to suggest that 
their opinion would be wrong. In 
such circumstances the Com- 
mittee's finding of fact, together 
with the allowances under the 
heading just mentioned, must 
make ratepayers pause and reflect 
as to where these conditions must 
ultimately land the Settlement. 
The outstanding point in the 
report is that the Committee. ad- 
vocate no new municipal legisla- 
tion to deal with ‘the matter. 
They find, in fact, that since 1898 
the necessary machinery has exist 
ed in the shape of the provision 
in By-law XXXIV to licence 
brothels, that it has never been 
used and that it should be now. 
To ensure that all existing houses 
should be licensed, to prosecute 
keepers of unlicensed houses, and 
annually to reduce the number of 
licences issued until their extinc- 
tion is reached, does seem about 
all that the municipality can be 
expected to do and the wisdom 
of the suggestions lies in the 
moderate and merciful speed at 
which this reform isto be effect- 
ed. At first sight a licence fee of 
$1, as a purely nominal fee, seems 
to meet the desires of those who 
oppose any form of licensing in 
ithis connexion, but, assuming 
that a fee has to be charged at all, 
the acceptance of the principle 
should entail a somewhat heavier 
charge on those who profit by the 
issuance of these permits, viz., the 
keepers of the houses. It is not 
suggested that the municipality 
should reap their share of this 
terrible income: the sums result- 
ing can be applied towards deal- 
ing with one of the great results 
of the evil—venereal disease.. A 
licence fee of Tis. 10 per annum 
would bring in at least Tls. 6,330, 
a. substantial sum for the use of 
the Health Department in the 
work it is suggested it should 
undertake or further develop 
under Nos. 18, 14 and 15 of the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
The above sum of Ts. 10 is itself 
nominal and if it is urged that 
some of the houses would be un- 
able to pay it, ratepayers would 
probably regard their earlier dis- 
appearance for that reason with 
more than usual equanimity. 
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The Committee deserve great 
praise for the fact that their 
report indicates a broad-minded 
conception of their task in that, 
besides the consideration of what 
may be termed purely repressive 
measures, they recognized the 
need for educational propaganda 
‘on the subject, and the necessity 
for provision for those unfor- 
tunates who must ultimately be 
deprived of their livelihood. The 
Door of Hope and kindred institu- 
tions, must, in the ordinary course 
of things, expect increasing de- 
mands upon their services during 
the period of eliminating the 
brothels, This .will mean in- 
creased grants from the municipal 
exchequer, and if the Committee's 
proposals are carried out the 
money will be well spent. The 
need for educational propoganda 
is too self-evident to need em- 
phasis here. In conclusion, how- 
ever, we would point out that in 
the past there has been far too 
much hesitancy in dealing with 
‘this subject. We do not suggest 
now that the municipality should 
rush “‘like a bull at a gate’ to 
get something done—the light in 
which the subject is regarded by 
the Chinese has to be considered 
most carefully ; that the thinking 
section will agree with the Com- 
mittee there can be not the slight- 
est doubt—but if we follow the 
Committee’s suggestion which 
amounts really to an exhortation 
to ‘‘suaviter in modo, fortiter in 
re’’ we shall at onei and the same 
time purge ourselves of offence 
and treat leniently those unfor- 
tanate people whom wo have 
allowed to ply their trade here all 
too long. 





THE MILITARISTS 


OF BERLIN 
Mar, 22. 

To-pay’s telegrams, filling in 
many details in the fragmentary 
news received by wireless, enable 
us to obtain as good a survey, 
probably, of the course of the 
militarist revolt in Berlin as 
newspaper readers in England 
and France possess. But no- 
where yet does it appear pos- 
sible to forecast the outcome or 
even to gauge the exact strength 
of the new movement. The re- 
volt broke out on the 13th 
instant, when General von 
Luettwitz’s troops from Doebe- 
ritz seized Berlin; whereupon 
the members of the old Govern- 
ment fled to Saxony. And in 


south Germany, the —anti- 


militarists appear to hold a 
secure position, the Governments 
of Saxony, Bavaria, Wurtem- 
burg, Baden and Hesse having 
all declared in favour of the old 
Government. In north and east 
Germany the position is less 
clear. Mr. Lloyd George’s in- 
formation on the 15th was that 
the militarist power was spreading 
and was acknowledged in thirty- 
five towns. Yet a Reuter offi- 
cial statement of the same date 
seemed to contradict this and 
dwelt rather on the spread of 
the general strike, which certain- 
ly appears to have affected the 
lighting, water and tramway 
services in Berlin. A Paris tele- 
gram, dated the 16th, says that 
West Prussia, Silesia, Mecklem- 
berg and part of Bavaria sup- 
port Dr. Kapp, while the in- 
dustrial centres including Ham- 
burg, Bremen. Altona, Chemnitz 
and Nuremburg are against him. 
Finally we have reports of 
negotiations and compromise, of 
which it is quite impossible to 
inow what to believe, and, at 
the end, Dr. Kapp’s resignation. 
Of this it may be noted that 
Mr. Lloyd George is non-com- 
mittal and Reuter inclined to be 
optimistic. ‘The reference to a 
revival of Spartacism suggests 
that perhaps it is only a case of 
out of the frying-pan into the 
fire. 


This reference to the grow- 


ing truculence of the In- 
dependent Socialists is the 
more interesting in compari- 


son with the combined state- 
ments of Dr. Kapp and General 
von Luettwitz that their enter- 
prise is absolutely necessitated 
by the growing power of Bol- 
shevism, against which a strong 
barrier must be erected for the 
protection of Western Europe; 
and with the warning of the 
“Daily Telegraph’s’’ _corres- 
pondent—who is said to have 


shown great penetration as 
to coming events—that the 
aim is to acquire military 


control over Russia, and that 
it is towards the Vistula that 


attention must be directed. 
This estimate of the Pan- 
Germans’ intentions—there is 


no question but that they are 
still a most vigorous and un- 
repressed Jparty—appears _ ex- 
tremety probable. It has been 
patent ever since the Armistice 
that Germany's best hope of re- 
establishing herself as_a world 
Power Jay in her asserting once 
more that control over Russia 





which she knew s9 well how to 





obtain in the past and which, 
in the opinion of many observers, 
she has never really lost. The 
talk that the militarists have 
seized Berlin in order to protect 
Germany and Western Europe 
against Bolshevism is of course 
mere camouflage, an excuse for 
refusing to carry out the condi- 
tions of the Peace Treaty in 
respect of disarmament. If the 
new régime established itself per- 
manently, we ‘may be sure that 
any sign of Bolshevism in 
industrial German centres would 
be visited with all due Prussian 
rigour, but that would be mere- 
ly in accordance with old fami- 
liar principles. On the other 
hand, Bolshevism in Russia has 
changed materially since the 
days of Brest-Litovsk and it is 
by no means certain that Russia 
would accept Prussian dictation 
so easily as did the Tsarist 
bureaucracy or as Lenin and 
Trotzky submitted ‘to it two 
years ago, even supposing that 
they have no allies in the ranks 
of German Labour on whom to 
call. 

‘The most palpable weakness of 
the militarists’ position appears 
to be that any well known name 
on which they might count to 
set up a government has been 
to some extent ‘‘ blown upon” 
by the events of the war. The 
German public may not have 
tearnt all in the past five years 
that the Allies could wish or 
that is desirable for the interests 
of peace. But they have prob- 
ably realized that war hits them- 
selves far harder than it hits 
their rulers. It would seem very 
unlikely that any Prussian mili- 
tarist régime should succeed in 
establishing itself — throughout 
Germany, especially if the ex- 
Kaiser can be prevented from 
escaping from Amerongen, as 
Holland, having refused to sur- 
render him to the Allies, is 
bound to stop his doing. But 
the real state of affairs in Ger- 
many is so much of an enigma, 
at all times, that it would be the 
height of unwisdom to neglect 
any precaution, and it would be 
rash to assume at once that, be- 
cause Dr. Kapp resigns, the 
whole movement has collapsed, 
especially as he is commonly re- 
garded as merely a puppet in 
the hands of greater men. 
Moreover, while Socialist opposi- 
tion might be invaluable against 
the militarists if used in modera- 
tion, it might, in the hands of 
the extremists, easily turn the 
order-loving German public in 
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favour of the militarists and give 
them the very support they at pre- 
sent lack. Certainly the number 
of urgent consultations that have 
been held during the past week 
in London, Paris, Coblentz and 
‘Mayence, with Marshal Foch 
well in the foreground, shows 
how seriously the situation is 
regarded. It had nued be. The 
Jong delay in concluding the 
Peace Treaty, the lenience 
with which Germany has been 
treated, the failure to exact an 
immediate and real disarmament 
—all has played into the hands 
of the old gang. in Prussia, en- 
abling it to claim that the de- 
feat of Germany was no real 
defeat and that the Allies” are 
secretly afraid of her. Can it 
be wondered at that the French 
Press cries to President Wilson 
“*We told you so.’” 





"THE NEW PARTY 


Mar. 23. 


By far the most. significant 
mame mentioned in connexion 
with Great Britain's new politi- 
‘cal party is that of Sir George 
Younger. At least two years 


“ago it was predicted that” Mr. 


Lloyd George and Mr. Bonar 
Law would ultimately find them- 
selves inseparably joined to the 
fortunes of a political force such 
as this, a good title for which 
‘was then considered to be the 
Imperial Democratic party. 
‘Since then the word imperial has 
hhad a tendency to become un- 
popular. So we are to have 
‘a National Democratic party, 
composed presumably of the 
moderate ‘elements tin the Un- 
ionist and Liberal organizations, 
and the name will mean little 
more than either Unionist or 
Liberal mean to-day. If proper- 
ly managed it will be the great 


middle class party in opposition | N 


to Labour extremism, and it is 
to be hoped, to profiteering 
capitalism. In the political 
arena its creation will also have 
the effect of perpetuating the 
group system, somewhat akin to 
the French, which has shown a 
tendency to grow up since the 
last election. For in the future 
not only will we have Asquithian 
or indepeiittent Liberals, but also 
‘Independent Unionists as well as 
the inevitable die-hard Conserva- 
tives. 

We said in opening that the 
most significant’ name in con- 
nexion with the new party ‘is 
Sir George Younger’s. First of 
ai] it means that Mr. Lloyd 


|George is to abstain from cocoa 
and take to beer. He had for 
a long time become very tired of 
the cocoa element in the Liberal 
Party; he went the length of 
putting it in the bluntest lan- 
guage ible, when he com- 
plained bitterly to the House of 
having been drenched with cocoa 
slap ever since he assumed the 
Prime Ministership. Sir George 
Younger happens to be a brewer 
as well as a politician, so we 
presume that the Pussyfoot 
element in the country will re- 
gard the combination, a per- 
manency now instead of a tem- 
porality as heretofore, as a 
thoronghly unholy alliance. The 
rest of the country may at the 
same time be congratulating 
itself that under such an alliance 
individual liberty will have a 
firm safeguard. 

It is not, however, Sir George 
Younger the brewer, but Sir 
George Younger the’ politician, 
that is of real importance. He 
holds the position of chairman of 
the Unionist Party, and in 
reality) he is their very astute 
manager. At any time during 
the past four years or so he could 
have had cabinet rank for the 
asking, and it was generally con- 
ceded that he would have made 
an admirable Secretary for Scct- 
land. He refused all offers, how- 
ever, and beyond minor positions 
in connexion with war work, stuck 
to his position as whip. Then 
came the election just after the 
armistice, which was a huge 
triumph for his _ organizing 
ability. Not only did he bring 


the Coalition home with a 
tremendous majority, but he 
looked carefully after the Un- 


ionist interests, to the extent of 
ousting even Coalition Liberals 
in their favour. The moral of 
all this is that Sir George 
Younger will bring to the new 
National Democratic party a very 
considerable measure of support 
from Unionists, for obviously 
when he distributed ‘ coupons ”* 
for the 1918 election he was 
watching the future with a very 
penetrating eye. His presence 
in the new party should be fair~ 
ly conclusive of its strength, 
although we must inevitably look 
for defections, possibly consider- 
able defections as regards both 
Unionists and Liberals now sit- 
ting on the Coalition benches. 
But as matters stand to-day, with 
Tabour making great advances 
and tending towards extremism, 
some such party as this is a 
necessity, and the sooner it gets 
into working order the better. 








DAYLIGHT SAVING 


Mar. 23. 

Ur to last night the British 
Chamber of Commerce canvass 
of its members had resulted in 
ninety-seven ‘votes for daylight 
saving and sixty-seven against. 
It is curious to note what divi- 
sions occur in the same occupa- 
tion, one big store, for instance, 
being as emphatically ‘‘ for" as 
another is ‘ against.”’ Practical-- 
ly ail, however, have, we believe, 
taken the opinions of their staffs 
before replying, thus covering a 
very wide field. Meanwhile, as 
already noted, the American 
Chamber of Coriiinerce have vot- 
ed strongly for the change, and 
the French Chamber have ex- 
pressed themselves ready to fall 
in with either view. In our 
own correspondence columns the 
“against ’’ writers have been 
more numerous than the “ for,"’ 
but this is a common phase of 
all controversy: ' the attacking 
party must be strenuous; defence 
rests securely on its laurels, con- 
scious, in this case, of the merits 
of its claims, as proved by last 
year’s experience. In this con- 
nexion attention may be drawn 
to the pithy little letter to-day 
by “Very Much for Daylight 
Saving," who effectively dis- 
poses, as it seems to us, of 
severel objections, especially as 
regards the welfare of ‘children. 
Even with the clock advanced, it 
is dark enough by 8.80 to’ get 
the small ones to sleep. As a 
working woman, the writer un- 
consciously calls attention to the 
needs of a very large class, not 
yet thought of sufficiently. . To 
the many working girls of Shang- 
hai we believe that daylight sav- 
ing is an inestimable boon. 

The attitude of the Chinese 
Post Office, which employs over 
1,000 men in the Peking Road 
head oftice alone, is of interest. 
The Postal Commissioner, in re- 
ply to our queries, states that he 
will not adopt daylight saving 
unless the railways operating from 
Shanghai do so as well. Near- 
ly twenty million articles were 
posted in the Shanghai street 
pillar-boxes last year, and clear- 
ances from these are timed to 
fit in with departures of trains. 
Further, the numerous and in- 
tricate time tables by which 
mails are carried between Peking 
Road and the twenty-two sub- 
post offices in Shanghai were also 
framed with railway connexions 
in view. The Chinese staff of 
the Post Office is believed not to 





favour daylight saving. The 
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last point apart, there is an easy 
reply to the other objections. 
Tf railway and post office stick to 
sun time, there is at least no 
danger of any of the public who 
goes by summer time missing 2 
mail, for he will always have a 
full hour in hand, even if he 
forgets about the difference. As 
regards deliveries of mails, of 
which there are ten in an or- 
dinary day beginning at 8 am., 
these will be later throughout 
by one hour; but we doubt if 
that will cause very much in- 


Many correspondents ask why, 
if it is so essential to get the 
extra evening hour, firms cannot 
simply begin work an hour earlier 
in the morning. 
that this has been tried and 
found wanting. There is no pos- 
sibility of uniformity unless the | with 
clocks are advanced. Some firms 
can close at 4 p.m., others, such 
as banks, find they cannot. 


The answer is 








THE IRISH BOG 
Mar, 24. 


‘A correspondent, who has re- 
cently spent some considerable 
time in Ireland, sends us a copy 
of the ‘‘Irish Independent’ for 
January 22 last, the comments of 
which, he says, on two then re- 
cent outrages—the attack on the 
Drombane police station near 
Thurles and the murder of Mr. 
Redmond, Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Police in Dublin—ap- 
pear to him correctly to repre- 
sent the opinion held by the 
majority in Ireland. On the 
former of these events the ‘‘Irish 
Independent” says :— 

Raids on barracks and attacks on 
policemen like thesé which have 
happened in Tipperary and other 
places are very deplorable, and- we 
ask can any reasonable-minded man 
see what useful purpose can be 
served by them. We are sure all 
sensible persons disapprove of them. 
Not only are the lives of attackers 
and defenders endangered, but the 
lives of innocent persons living! 
within the zone of fire are also 
imperiled. 

Subsequently to the attack it 
is alleged that 

“the armed forces of the Govern- 
mont turned out a quarter of an 
hour afterwards, and practi 
sacked a large quarter of the town, 
breaking windows and firing in- 
discriminately into the houses of, 
unoffending citizens.” 





not so tragic. 
to occur to those who for ever 


The ‘Independent’? comment is 
that ‘such a lawless outbreak 
on the part of disciplined men 
is an ugly and dangerous symp- 
tom,"’ however much provoca- 
tion’ may be urged in estenua- 
tion. Finally, of the Redmond 
murder it says:— 


ness of human life must be filled 
with regret and sorrow when they 
hear of such tragedies. That a 
jolice officer or anybody else should 
be shot dead in Dublin or any other 
part of the country is deplorable 
and disquieting. While tragedies 
like that of last night cannot be 
condoned, everybody who is not 
blind must see that such awful in- 
cidents do not occur in any pro- 
perly-governed country; and that 
the present state of things in 
Ireland is primarily due to the in- 
excusably repressive policy of the 
Government. Castle rule, as now 
imposed, is one of the worst evils 
with which we are afflicted, and it 
is imperative, both for the safety 
of the community and the peace of 
the country, that the vexatious 
régime aud the malign influences 
‘at its back should be swept away. 

These extracts appear to us to 


It 
is a case of bringing everybody, 
Chinese and foreign, into line, 
and that can only be done by 
altering the clock. 

st. For ths end of the controversy 262 
page 832. 


contain the gist of the article and 
we have omitted nothing which 
would show the genuineness of 


“Trish Independent's” re- 


the 


gret for the outrages. The self- 
contradiction between the refusal 


to allow any extenuating circum- 


stances to the soldiery at Thurles 
and the ready excuse found for 
Mr. Redmond’s murderer in ‘‘the 


inexcusably repressive policy of 
the Government’’ would be 
humorous if the whole affair were 
It never seems 


harp upon the iniquities of 
“Castle rule’? to inquire why re- 
pression has to be exerted or 
to consider that, judging by the 
history of the British Empire as 


a whole, Englishmen are not in- 
stinctively tyrannical. 


It is no 
for 


doubt very reprehensible 
But 


soldiery to break loose. 


remembering that between Jan- 


uary 1, 1919 and March 18, 
1920 (the date of the Home 
Secretary’s statement in Parlia- 
ment) there were in Ireland 
twenty-seven completed murders 


of police and soldiery, eighty-nine 
attempted murders and twenty- 
five attacks on police barracks, 
and that these figures give no in- 


dication of the minor persecu- 
tions to which police and soldiers 
are daily exposed, one may 
imagine that the nerves of the 
men who are said to have broken 


out at Drombane must have worn 
cally| rather ragged. 


The “Irish In- 
dependent” seems also to have 
forgotten that ‘‘repression”” was 
necessarily instituted during the 


All men who respect the sacred-| 





war in order to prevent certain 
Irishmen from importing Ger- 
man troops and from breeding 
revolution, while the remainder 
of the British Empire was fight- 
ing for the liberty of the world. 
And those same Irishmen have 
never since allowed the measures. 
required for the safety of peace- 
ful citizens to be relaxed. 

We are willing to believe that. 
Ireland has wrongs which might 
be righted, although, in contrast 
with the admittedly prosperous 
state of the island, the constant 
repetition of the phrase begins 
to lack power of conviction. We 
are also sure that the vast 
majority of Irishmen are sick and 
tired of the perpetual squabble. 
But at the same time we can- 
not see ‘that they make the 
slightest effort to mend matters. 
Three years ago Mr. Lloyd 
George got the representatives of 
all Irish factions into one rom: 
and gave them a solemn pledge 
that England would endorse, as 
far as was humanly possible, 
whatever scheme of self-govern- 
ment they produced. What was 
the result? They produced 
nothing whatever. That does 
not, perhaps, constitute much 
ground for the violent repudiation 
with which England’s alterna- 
tive offers of a solution have met. 
But logic is the last thing that 
Trish politicians have taught any- 
body to expect of them. So 
Treland remains very much like 
a man who is too weak to bear 
an operation, yet without being 
operated on has little hope of 
growing stronger. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF 


COMMERCE 
Mar. 24, 

Tue annual general meeting 
of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce takes place on March 
26, at the Palace Hotel. The 
past year has been a memorable 
one in the Chamber's history and 
for that reason alone the occasion 
is one of more than usual in- 
terest. We are some distance 
now from the Conference held 
last November, with the result- 
ing formation of an Association 
representative of commercial in- 
terests throughout the country, 
and the better able to see both 
events in proper perspective. The 
lapse of time has certainly done 
nothing to minimize the import- 
ance originally attached to them ; 
on the contrary, it has, if any- 
thing, increased it. For since 
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then similar events haye taken 
place in. India, while throughout 
the Empire Chambers of Com- 
merce have set themselves to 
help in the great work of recon- 
struction necessitated by the war. 
‘The new life infused into Cham- 
bers of Commerce here has thus 
become part of a world-wide re- 
naissance from which imperial 
interests cannot but benefit, and 
in attending the meeting to be 
held on Friday members will be 
participating in a general effort 
to regain for Great Britain the 
ground temporarily lost when the 


very life of the country was at] <9 


stake. It is usual on these occa- 
sions for the Chairman to review 
the work done and no part of 
Mr. Burkill’s speech will be 
awaited with greater interest 
than that which, it may be bop- 
ed, will give public indication of 
the extent to which the Chamber 
there is cooperating with similar 
‘bodies at home. In pre-war days 
it was in respect of cooperation 
and correlation that British or- 
ganization, commercial and politi- 
cal, was weak, and Chambers of 
‘Commerce have a great oppor- 
tunity of introducing unity and 
system and the strength which 
comes from both. We see no 
reason why this should not be 
done without in any way impair- 
ing their value as local organiza- 
tions primarily interested in local 
‘business and the local interests 
of their members. If our own 
Chamber—and we speak here 23 
members—is any indication there 
js good reason for thinking tbat 
‘increased activity on behalf of 
general interests means increased 
helpfulness where particular in- 
terests are concerned. That, at 
all events, seems to be a state~ 
ment justified by the past year, 
during which there has been 
plenty ‘of evidence to show that 
tho Chamber is taking an in- 
creasingly important part in the 
‘commercial life of the port. And 
there can be no doubt, as far 
as members are concerned, that 
everybody is very glad to see this. 
Friday's meeting gives them an 
opportunity of endorsing the 
activities of the Committee and 
of electing an equally strong 
hody of men to carry on the 
work during the coming year. 
There is, therefore, every reason 
to hope that it will be well 


-attended. 





Perino, March 23.—A survey 
party has been organized and in- 
tends to begin a survey of the 
Kalgan-Kiachta railway, on May 1. 
—Reuter. 





“SBRITAIN’S RISING}~ 


TRADE 
Mar, 25, 


‘A brief telegram some weeks 
ago announced that the total 
value of imports into the British 
Isles during 1919 amounted to 
the enormous figure of £1,631,- 
901,864, while that of exports 
was £798,372,971 and of exports 
and re-exports together £962,- 
694,911. ‘The imports thus show- 
ed an increase, as compared with 
the previous year, of 23.9 per 
cent.; but exports increased by 
59.2 per cent. and exports and 
re-exports together by as much 
a3 80.8. When we recall that a 
few years before the war a total 
value of one thousand millions 
for inward and outward trade 
combined was considered a 
magnificent achievement, a 
figure only about £37 millions 
short of that on the export and 
re-export count alone is indeed 
calculated to strike the imagina- 
tion. The value of exports in 
December was nearly double that 
of January, and every month 
showed a substantial advance 
over the figures for the cor- 
responding month in 1918. Na- 
turally the Hiome newspapers 
now to ‘hand and enabling us to 
get some analysis of the totals 
are enthusiastic. ‘The world is 
hungering for our manufactures,” 
says the ‘‘Spectator” in an 
icle representative of most. 
“We have only” to supply an 
almost unlimited demand.” 

There is, of course, a fly in 
the ointment, represented by the 
difference between values and 
quantities. We know from 
many sources that prices have 
increased all round by something 
like a hundred per cent. or even 
more as compared with pre-war 
standards. We cannot, there- 
fore, assume that the volume of 
goods entering and leaving Bri- 
tish ports has increased as com- 
pared with the years before the 
war. Rather, in all probability, 
has it decreased. Distressing 
stories reach us from all direc- 
tions of the lessened output of 
lcertain requisites, of the refusal 
‘of men to “‘put their backs into 
it’’ as once they did. The out- 
put of a certain machine which 
dould once be manufactured at 
the rate of two a week, for in- 
stance, has now fallen off to a 
rather irregular one a fortnight. 
Scores of such instances might 
be quoted and, with all due allow- 

















ance for exaggeration and for the 
general disposition to blacken 





Labour’s character as much as 
possible, we cannot altogether 
brush them aside. Moreover, if 
“the world is hungering for our 
manufactures,” it is simply be- 
cause a large portion of it can- 
not supply even its. own wants, 
let alone those of others. The 
productive ability of most Con- 
tinental countries is temporarily 
nothing, and, high as our prices 
are, it is cheaper to buy from 
us than from America both be- 
cause exchange tells less heavily 
against the buyers and freight 
is less costly. In this connexion 
it should also be noted that in 
the trade returns cited above the 
gross earnings of the mercantile 
marine account for a very large 
sum, not less than £350 to 
£400 millions, from which an 
undoubtedly big though un- 
calculated amount must be de- 
ducted for working expenses, 
which like everything else have 
risen greatly. Everybody knows 
what freights are nowadays and 
everyone agrees that when the 
world gets going again they will 
impose a most serious burden on 
trade unless they are reduced. 


The times are altogether so 
abnormal, that it is not safe to 
take to-day’s figures in any trade 
as an indication of the nation’s 
standing or its future position. 
Everybody is still suffering from 
reaction after the enormous strain 
of the war, the meaning of which 
no one who did not personally 
experience it can realize. The re- 
sult is that no matter what prices 
may be they are recklessly paid. 
The huge sums voted without a 
word of inquiry by Parliament 
for the war, have momentarily 
destroyed the nation’s sense of 
the value of money and it will 
take at least two years for com- 
mon sense to reassert itself. 
Meanwhile, the many signs of 
public unrest are really signs of 
returning sanity. The salaried 
classes in general have been ter- 
ribly hit by the high prices and 
are having to tighten their bells” 
disagreeably. ‘Their temper will 
not be improved by the recent 
revelations of profiteering shown 
by the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee’s inquiry in respect of 
most necessaries of life. More 
and more people are beginning 
to think that there is something 
in Labour’s ceaseless outcry 
against the iniquities of Capital. 
Here then is the nation’s 
dilemma. On the one hand, it 
is both dangerous to tax capital, 
as tending to react injuriously 
on trade, and often most unfair 
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to do so; and on the other hand, 
it is morally indefensible that 
any one man or group of men 
should be allowed to charge 
exactly what they please for an 
article of which the times have 
momentarily given them a mono- 
poly. Perplexed to find a solu- 
tion, public opinion tends more 
and more to press the Govern- 
ment towards Socialistic experi- 
ments, which might very well be 
nothing more than panic legisla- 
tion. The alternative is to wait 
for the days of reviving com- 
petition and free trade, and 
meanwhile to remember the old 
adage about taking care of the 
pence. When shopkeepers and 
manufacturers find that people 
would sooner go without than 
pay the fancy ptices now pre- 
vailing, they will alter their 
tune. The import and export 
returns may drop to less rarified 
heights, but the nation’s in- 
dustrial and commercial _ state 
will be the healthier. 








SOUTHERN CURRENTS 


Mar. 26. 


Ruovrs of war and rumours of 
a renewal of the peace conference 
have again attracted public atten- 
tion to the South. A week ago 
the statement was given out that 
an influential section of Southern 
delegates had approached General 
Wang I-tang with a view to open- 
ing peace discussions; to-day lit- 
tle more is heard of that, but peo- 
ple are beginning to consider 
whether between factions in_ the 
South war will actually take place. 
‘Already skirmishing has occurred 
between Yunnan and Kuangsi, 
but we are acenstomed to this sort 
of thing: it does not necessarily 
denote war, in fact, all the 
alarums throughout the country 
during these many months having 
ended in nothing but the oppres- 
sion of the people, it would, on 
the whole, be surprising if the op- 
posing sides actually came to 
srips. This quarrel between 
Knangsi_ and Yunnan, or rather 
betwen Lm Yung-ting and Tang 
Chi-yao, their respective Tuchuns, 
is part of the complicated sitna- 


_ tion from which spring rumours 


such as the peace one of a week 
ago. Ambition and cupidity strug- 
gle with timidity, so that the aiff. 
culty is first to give each move in 
the game its proper motive and 
then its adequate value. When 
delegates are sent to Shanghai to 
hold a peace conference some re- 
present tuchuns, some moderately 








well defined parties, but others 
are merely the mouthpieces of in- 
dividuals whose position in the 
political cosmos it is next to im- 
possible to define. Accordingly 
we seek in vain for a straight 
issue, and must take every odd 
whisper into account. One inter- 
esting version of the basis of that 
rumour may be mentioned as 
showing the wide possibilities of 
the situation. The Canton M.P.’s 
are known to be distinctly shy at 
the moment, and they fear a real 
war between Lu Yung-ting and 
Tang Chi-yao ; so, the theory goes, 
they are ready to throw them- 
selves into the hands of the North 
in order that they may have a 
semblance of peace. 

While there is nothing in- 
herently improbable in that 
theory, a very much deeper con- 
struction is being placed on the 
matter. It is common property 
that between certain of the South- 
ern tuchuns and their fellows of 
the North a mild species of nego- 
tiation has been going on, but so 
far no agreement as to the division 
‘of spoils has been possible. Re- 
cently, however, the situation de- 
veloped more hopefully for the 
Southern tuchuns, and it is be- 
lieved that they were within sight 
of position and emolument under 
the Peking régime, and that they 
could look forward to a reasonable 
share in all the future loans which 
the capital might contract. There 
are, of course, groups in the South 
which would fail to benefit by this 
arrangement, so it had to be stop- 
ped at all costs. Public indigna- 
tion was considered one of the 
surest methods ; therefore we have 
the very interesting report, men- 
tioned in our columns a couple of 
weeks ago, that Peking had con- 
cluded a, loan of ¥.50,000,000 with 
the Japanese, secured on the 
Peking-Henkow Railway. Follow- 
g npon the announcement of 
this loan it would have been dan- 
gerous for the Tuchuns to publish 
an agreement, for the public 
would fall in with the subtle sug- 
gestion that the money was 
being raised to meet the 
Southern militarists’ demands. 
This seems to have been the first 
step in counteracting the propos- 
ed rapprochement, but it is added 
that the conspirators intended to 
make doubly certain of victory. 
So we have the suggestion that 
General Wang T-tang has been 
approached by an influential sec- 
tion of the peace delegates with a 
view to the opening of a confer- 
ence. The effect of this news 
would be to make the Tuchuns al- 











ready in negotiation with the 
North reconsider their position, it 
would raise the fear that some 
other faction had been able to step 
in before them and obtain the 
lion’s share of the spoils, They 
would, accordingly, fortify them- 
selves in their strongholds, and re 
ceive further communications 
from the North with scepticism. 

If this version be correct—and’ 
when speculating on these subter- 
ranean currents the odds are al- 
ways upon being misled—it shows: 
the factions of the South ever 
more hopelessly at loggerheads 
than at almost any time since the 
break with the North occurred. 
Under anything like reasonable 
conditions, therefore, we should’ 
be having Lu Yung-ting and Tang 
Chi-yao eager to get to grips in- 
stead of standing off and feeling 
the way very cautiously as they 
are now doing. “They have no in- 
terests in common, for it is not as 
if the South were an entity, some- 
thing fashioned out of an ideal 
which would prevent the clash of 
ambitions by providing some wor- 
thy objective. True, their pre- 
sent quarrel arose out of a dispute 
between their subordinates as to 
which should have control of the 
Yunnan troops stationed in 
‘Kuangtung, but as they have no. 
mutual sympathy it can develop to 
any length. Probably Lu Yung- 
ting most of all the Southern, 
tnchuns desires an accommodation 
with the North, and apart from 
his own personal desires the poli- 
tical situation in its broad aspect 
possessses no interest for him. 
Tang Chi-yao's principal lienten- 
ant, Li Lieh-chun, is opposed to 
the North, but is he any more to 
be admired on that account than 
any other of the militarists?. The 
two factions are at present man- 
cenvring on the border of Kuang- 
tung, and a judicious blood-letting 
might do them much good; it 
might even persuade them into 
thinking of constitutional govern- 
ment as an alternative to the pre- 
sent order. But we shall not be- 
lieve in war until proofs are forth- 
coming, for the habit of man- 
eouvring is becoming fixed, and 
the soldier is more and more quali- 
fied by the politician. 











Te Chineso press at Hankow 
states that the financial bureat in 
Hupeh finds an_ estimated ~ deficit 
‘of $300.00 in its budget for next 
year, this being chiefly due to the 
large sums needed by the military. 
This sum is to bo met by cutting 





down the expenses in tho likim 
stations. 
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NOTES & COMMENTS 





Mar. 20. 
Five Per Cent. Profit 


We all know how remorselessiy 
prices have soared, and we have 
read various apologies, such as the 
tenpenny reel one, which bring us 
no consolation. A’ Shanghai re- 
sident, however, who has just re 
turned from England, brings witn 
him a ray of sunshine which ap- 
pears almost celestial amid the 
encircling gloom, for he has a brand 
new overcoat which cost him less 
than £4—a good article in every 
respect, well made and a perfect fit 
Such a phenomenon deserves at- 
tention, so wo give his narrative. 
Ho found a tailoring establishment 
which announced that its nett 
profit on every article sold would 
be 5 per cent.—under _ certificate 
from a reputable firm of chartered 
accountants—and in the matter of 
overcoats it asked the public 
throughout England to purcha: 





1,000 of them at the price above 
quoted in order that it might 
absorb the output of one factory 


producing these articles. The firm 
in question operates 2 chain of 


shons throughout the country, 
and upon this announce- 
ment business was so enormous 


that instead of the whole chain of 
shops taking the 1,000 overcoats, 
each branch sent in orders for 1,00), 
‘As a consequence there was some 
delay, -but in 2 comparatively short 
time after the orders had been 
given, they were duly fulfilled. The 
story shows up the huge extent to 
which profiteering must run, for 
obviously if a return on capital of 
5 per cent. can be made with such 
prices, the profits on other articles 
which are at an extortionate figure 
must be colossal, even allowing for 
the fact that the large orders cf 
the firm in question would have a. 
cheapening effect. 








Repeating History 


Reuter’s report upon the absence 
of Chinese M.P.’s from Peking, and 
their apparent ‘shyness of the 
capital, is merely history repeating 
itself. In his “ History of Scot- 
land” Andrew Lang noted a simi- 
lar tendency on the part of M.P.'s 
in the stormy days of that country’s 
career. ‘A constitutional opposi- 
tion,” he remarked, “scarcely 
existed. Under the later Stuarts 
tho opposition usually stayed away, 
it being more than their lives were 
worth to come within reach of the 
nobles in power.” It is hardly 60 
bad as that in Peking to-day, but 
to say the least the members find 
their absence a convenienc, and as 
a study in the evolution of consti- 
tutional government their attitude 
is interesting, though by no means 
unusual. Curiously enough, too, 
the members of the Peking body are 
not alone in their distrust of the 
party in power. for Shanghai is 
snid to be equally blessed with the 
nresence of many members of the 
Canton parliament. 














Daylight Saving 

A circular has been sent out to 
all members of the British Chamber 
of Commerce asking them to sign 
and return a leaflet enclosed stat- 
ing whether they are or are not in 
favour of daylight saving. It is of 
interest to add that the American 
Chamber of Commerce has, we 
believe, plumped for the scheme. 
Tt must be admitted that the 
majority of writers who have ad- 
dressed letters to us appear to be 
against daylight saving. Yet in 
private conversation one finds but 
very few opponents. This of course 
is merely personal experience. But 
going back to last year, one remem- 
bers much enthusiastic praise for 
the change and very little condem- 
nation. One of the strongest argu- 
ments for it here appears us to be 
the extreme shortness of twilight. 
It is only for a very few weeks 
that the licht after 7 p.m. is worth 
anything. However, the great thing 
is that the real majority of resi- 
dents should decide, not merely a 
few of the biggest firms, 


Mar. 22. 
The Military Pact 


The Chung Foo News Agency 
sends out an_ interesting piece of 
news, dated Peking March 21:— 

A ‘circular telegram declaring the 
lapse of tho Military Compact has 
boen drafted and will ‘be submitted to 
the Joint Office of General Staff and 
War for decision. 

It is provided in the Military Pact 
that it will become ineffective on the 
dato of the signing of the peace treaty 
of Europe, and there is no other bind- 
ing them.’ The Government has decid- 
ed publicly to declare its abrogation. 
Now a few days ago it was reported 
that the Southwest had sent to 
Peking proposing to make peace 
on the one condition that the mili- 
tary Pact with Japan (the nominal 
object of which was to regulate the 
manner of China’s cooperation in 
Siberia against the Allies) was 
abrogated. More recently we have 
received a private report from 
Peking, that the Government is 
withdrawing all Chinese. troops 
froui the Siberian maritime pro- 
vince, that when it has done so it 
will announco that it has acted in 
accordance with the policy of with- 
drawal followed by all the Allies 
and that the Pact is at an end. It 
remains to be seen whether the Pact 
is really to bo dissolved by such 
simple means and whether the 
Southwest will accept this as a 
fulfilment of its conditions. 














Choice of Weapons 


With characteristic energy Ger- 
man military mer are studying the 
lessons of the great war, and in 
particular at the moment are con- 
cerned with the type of weapon 
most effective for the immediate 
future. Tho machine-gun jhas, of 
course, an assured position for a 
long time to come, but in more 
quarters than one it is considered 
that the rifle is susceptible of con- 
siderable modification. Even in 
the British army, where the rifle 
has always been glorified, does this 
view find adherents, Major-Geners' 





Sir Louis Jackson, for instance, 
who inclines to the belief that we 
shall revert to a light carbine with 
an effective range of hardly moro 
than 300 yards. Those with much 
experience of open fighting aro 
aghast at the suggestion, so what 
must they think of the latest trend 
of German ideas? These are im 
the direction of the development of 
the automatic pistol with a wooden 
butt, the greatest range of which 
would probably not be 100 yards. 
‘The Germans ‘are believers in the 
automatic principle, and incident- 
ally the Americans are looking for 
a really good automatic device for 
their rifles, while we rather shy” 
clear of these innovations. This is 
not auere conservatism, either, for 
our experience has shown that in 
sandy Egypt or muddy Flanders a 
pistol like the Webly was in work- 
ing order long after grit and dirt 
had put the automatic out of com- 
mission. Ability to stand the rough 
usage of warfare is the supreme test 
in choice of weapons, and the 
automatic has some way to go before 
it can win over the older type. 








The Vegetarian 


This is a tale not of the black cat 
but of a Siamese neighbour and is 
told in illustration of the strange 
attraction that certain scents have 
for cats of all kinds. A lady who 
is both a lover of cats and of 
flowers tells us that nemophila has 
an extraordinary fascination for the 
feline tribe. It happened that, at 
the time when Siamese came to live 
with her, she had in her garden a 
fine bed ‘of nemophila, Remember- 
ing that this flower belongs to 
northern climates and would be un- 
known near Bangkok, she resolved 
to see if it would attract Siamese 
as much as all other cats, although 
be could never have smelt it before 





in bis life. She picked him up and 
carried him down the garden. A 
breath of south wind blowing 


towards them from the nemophila 
bed caused him to prick up his ears 
and look eagerly. Arrived at the 
bed, the lady set him down by~it. 
Siameso sniffed long and deeply. 
Then he nibbled at the flowers, 
then sniffed again, then fairly lay 
down and rolled in them. That 
was his undoing. The bed was 
covered over with wire netting, and 
thereafter Siamese could only sit 
outside it and sniff. If he had 
never smelt neniophila before, he 
would make up for lost time as 
far as circumstances permitted. 


Mar. 23. 


Canadian Trade 


In connexion with the Canadian 
commission which is to come to the? 
Far East this year to investigate 
trading possibilities, it is interest 
ing to note that for some time past 
merchants in places like Vancouver * 
have been taking advantage of tho 
presence there of Shanghai men to 
glean a foreknowledge of the work- 
they have in view. Canada’s war 
debt has opened her eyes fo the 
necessity for an expansion of her 
export trade, and her geographical 
position vis-a-vis of the Far East 
has drawn forcible attention to its 
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possibilities. In the first half of 
1919 Canada exported goods to the 
value of $2,927,000 (gold) to China, 
her imports amounting to $1,340,- 
000, while as regards Japan exports 
came to $11,916,033 and imports to 
$13,013,382. “The feeling is that 
with China her trade is susceptible 
of the greatest extension, particu- 
well served by the C.P.0.S. steam- 
ors. We understand that one fact 
of considerable importance has 
been impressed upon certain well- 
known Vancouver merchants by 
those passing through, namely the 
enormous advantages they will 
have through a connexion with old- 
established British firms here. Of 
this there is no question, and 
doubtless when the commtissi 
comes here considerable ‘attention 
will be paid to that aspect. 





Mar. 24. 
A Scottish Kirk 


One of the most notable facts in 
the campaign for the establishment 
of a Scottish Presbyterian Church 
here is the distinc demand for 
it shown by young men just 
out from Home, On the whole 
this is not surprising. They 
hhave been accustomed to one 
particular form of worship frou 
childhood, and anything else is 
foreign to them. It is accordingly 
not difficult to draw the conclusion 
from this that a certain amount of 
the non-church-going habits — of 
Shanghai ariso from the circum- 
stance that the personal predilec- 
tions of many have been left un- 
satisfied, that there has been a 
considerable break in their habits, 
and once that break has occurred 
it is difficult to restore these habits, 
particularly in the modified form 
which local conditions make neces- 
sary. Up to the present, therefore, 
the campaign to which we refer has 
been productive of good in making 
public certain important factors, 
and they are of such weight that 
the promoters of the Presbyterian 
Church should be impelled to go 
forward with more vigour and 
iiore insistence on their objective 
than ever. As has been pointed out 
before, promise of support in in- 
fluential quarters has been forth- 
coming, and we should imagine 
that the financial side of the pro- 
ject will prove rather simpler than 
at first appears when largo sums 
are mentioned. Peking has shown 
the correct, spirit of financial cour- 
age in a similar matter in 
approaching a scheme for the Union 
Church there amounting to over 
‘Tis. 100,000. If this sum_ offers 
ittle trouble to a place like Peking, 
it is quite evident that it would be 
easily within the scope of the par- 
ticular section of the local coni- 
munity which is especially interest- 
ed in the present church scheme. 


— 





Omne Ignotum 


What madness is it, which impels 
practically all mankind to make 
_ their signatures as illegible as they 
possibly cant Even those who 
write in other respects a good fist 
break down when it comes to the 





signature. French people, first in 
so many things, are also easily first 
in this. We say. that without hesi- 
tation or care whether we offend. 
Probably they will take it as a 
compliment. But even unimagina- 
tive Englishmen can do pretty well. 
There is a popular idea, we believe, 
that a signature hard to read is 
also hard to forge. There is noth- 
ing in it, A clear signature is 
often actually harder, so we have 
been told, because any. little irre- 
gularity ‘is more easily spotted. 
Meanwhile few of us have names 
worth forging, while all of us have 
correspondents who would, presum- 
ably, like to know who is writing 
to them. How many of them can 


n| without practice ? 


Mar. 25. 
The Grand Couronne 


The recent appearance at Brussels 
of General Castelnau and his in- 
treduction to his audience as the 
victor of the Grand Couronné 
brings into strong recollection one 
of tho initial phases of the war 
and the difficulties surrounding 
the civilian who tried to follow it 
intelligently. While the retreat 
from Mons was taking placo the 
world was filled with wonder at the 
magnificent defence which Castel- 
nau was putting up at the Grand 
Couronné of Nancy, and people 
cultivated sore eyes trying to find 
on the map the location of the 
exact position of he Grand 
Couronné in relation to the actual 
fortress. It was, in most cases, a 
very long time before it dawned 
upon the public that Grand 
Couronné was not a geographical 
position but merely a term of a 
military technical character. What 
made the Grand Couronné of 
Nancy so famous was that it show- 
ed how quickly the French were 
able to grasp the earliest lessons 
or war. Thanks to the howitzers 
from Skoda the Germans, or rather 
the Austrian gunners, wero able to 
reduce fortresses such as Liége and 
Namur within a comparatively 
short time. The French saw that 
Naney would fall just as quickly. 
so what in effect Castelnau dic 
was to dismantle the fortress, 
distribute the guns over a wide 
area on the hills to the east, and 
in so doing create what in the 
parlance of fortifications was a 
Grand Couronné. The mancuvre 
baffled the Germans, who, instead 
of having a compact fortress to 
reduce, found themselves faced 
with a series of earthworks ex- 
tending over a wide area. They 
failed to gain their objective, and 
not only did the French armies 
have a seenre point on which to 
nivot, but Joffre was able to draw 
from Castelnau’s army tho forces 
which enabled him to win the 
battle of thr Marne. 











The £5,000,000 Loan 


We have unintentionally done an 
injustice to Mr. Rodney Gilbert 
and Mr. David Fraser which must 
as far as possible be repaired. In 
Mr. Gilbert’s article on “China’s 





Sympathy with Bolshevism,” which 
we published last week, appeared 
the following sentence: “Mr. 
David Fraser told the writer that 
the only apology which the inter- 
ested Legations had to make for 
the loan was that it might serve to 
keep Chin in his office, etc’? Mr. 
Fraser at once wrote (the letter 
appeared in our last Saturday’s 
issue) to say that he had not had 
the pleasure of seeing Mr. Gilbert 
this year and had certainly never 
made the statement attributed to 
him. Which of course was per- 


fectly true. What Mr. Gilbert 
actually wrote was: “Mr. David 
Fraser notwithstanding, a high 


power in ono of the Legations in- 
terested in the Consortium advanco 
proposed just before Chinese New 


Year, told the writer that the 
only’ apology” ete. Which is a 
totally different matter. The “Mr. 


Fraser not withstanding” of course 
refers to that writer's earlier 
criticisms of Mr. Bruce Baxter's 
and Mr. Gilbert’s articles in these 
columns, attributing to the Lega- 
tions the desire to keep General 
Chin in office. 





The Prevailing Disease 


One of the English aviation 
journals records the Bolshevik 
mothod of dealing with the afflic- 
tion, disease, or whatever else it 
may be, known as encephali 
lethargica. We presume it is 
gentle way of referring to slacking, 
although the first word means an 
inflammation of the brain. At any 
rate, having duly stymied unhappy 
readers with this master stroke, 
the paper merely records the fact 
of a 12 hours’ day under tho Bol- 
shevik rule, with holidays neither 
on Saturday nor on Sunday. | This 
is very bad indeed, for it is re- 
ducing the whole world to a level 
with doctors and journalists who 
work withoutt the slightest refor- 
ence to the time-honoured injunc- 
tion about “eicht hours’ work, 
eight hours’ play. eight hours’ 
sleep and eight bob a day.” We 
are. however, wandering from this 
business of encephalitis lethargica 
or whatever it is that these avia- 
tion people are driving at The 
very use of the word shows a bad 
spirit roaming tho earth, idleness 
as a disenso instead of a. fine art, 
and nothing that remains capable 
of being described aa a dolce far 
niente. 








Mar. 26. 
Cheaper Houses 


The chairman’s speech at the an- 
nual meeting of the Shanghai Land 
Investment Co. will bo of interest 
to many readers besides sharehold- 
ers. The explanation of the Com- 
pany’s policy in respect of the rents 
it charges may not altogether ap- 
peal to the latter class, who do not 
like to see their shares standing 
considerably below par (which of 
course, is largely a matter of ex- 
change) and would like a larger 
return on their money. But the 
general public will hail the Diree- 
tors’ attitude with joy, and the re- 
putation that the Company thus es- 
tablishes for fair dealing by tenants, 
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at atime when the outery of “house- 
profiteering” is loud, is not without 
its value as a commercial asset. The 
announcement that small houses are 
to be built on a considerable scale 
for juniors of certain firms is also 
interesting: still more so, the fact 
that the directors are. pondering 
over the possibilities of “the little 
wooden hut.” For small houses in 
brick and stone it would seem that 
the firms who are providing for jun- 
iors must help or the houses cannot 
he built profitebly. But all the evi- 
dence we published on the subject 
goes to show that wooden houses are 
perfectly feasible for Shanghai and 
should give good returns at low 
rents. It is then only a question of 
altering ‘a by-law which, as apply- 
ing to outside and uncrowded dis- 
tricts, might be described as “use- 
less, dangerous and ought to be 
abolished.” 





High Prices Indeed 


Everybody who ever wants to 
use reference books knows the 
Almanach de Gotha. Of its kind 
it is quite the most wonderful 
thing in existence. Treated kind- 
ly, and when you know its little 
ways, it will furnish an amazing 
lot of information. If you want 
to know who the vice-consul . of 
Paflagonia is in an obscure city of 
Ruritania, Gotha will tell you. Tt 
is a mine of information on the 
relationships of every royal and 
most noble houses in the world, nor 
does it despise the representatives 
of democracy to the third and 
fourth generation. So it is a consid- 
erable shock to learn that its price 
has risen since last year froni 15 
shillings to 55. Always an ex 
pensive book to produce, it has no 
doubt suffered specially by the 
war. A large number of blue- 
blooded constitnents in Germany, 
Austria and Russia have disap- 
neared, and the rest must make tn 
tho deficiency among them. | Still 
oven humble creatures like journ- 
alists cannot do without Gotha. 












Theatre Charges 

Tt is not surprising that protests 
have been raised against the an- 
nounced charge of six and five 
dollars for Miss Maric Tempest’s 
season at the Lyceum and we think 
that her manager will certainly be 
well advised to revert to the ordin- 
ary charges. Miss Tempest is stay- 
ing here for between a fortnight and 
three weeks, and there is no ques- 
tion but that her visit has been 
looked forward to with great plea- 
sure. But frankly we do not think 
her season will succeed if these 
charges stand. People simply will 
not pay them more than once or 
twice, and there are not enough 
theatre-goers in Shanghai to provide 
now audiences for every night. The 
Russian Opera Company’s failure is 
not quite a fair standard, because 
opera appeals to a more limited au- 
dience than does comedy. But the 
recollection of Mr. Matheson Lang’s 
visit will certainly cause unfavour- 
able comparisons to be made. Mr. 
Matheson Lang played costume 
plays, necessitating much baggage 
and heavy scenery, all costly to 


transport. Miss Marie Tempest 
plays modern comedy, in which one 
‘or two dresses and any scenery to be 
picked up along the road might 
serve the whole programme: we do 
not imply that that is what she is 
doing, we merely mention the dif- 
ference between Shakespeare ani 
modern comedy on the score of cost. 
OF course expenses are higher now- 
adays, but so is exchange and out- 
side China most of Miss Tempest’s 
expenses must be on a gold basis. 
We think the management would do 
well in its own interest to revert to 
the ordinary tariff, 








Tre Blue Funnel 


str. 
made a record run from Hongkong 
to Singapore, the timo taken being 
three days and 18 hours. 


Pyrrhus 





Acconpixg to the Chinese press, 
discussion is proceeding with the 
French Municipal authorities with 
a view to the establishment of the 
Southwestern University in the 
building formerly occupied by the 
German School. 





Britis Consular Appointments, 
The followmg appointments are 
notified :— * 

‘Mr, Frederick E. Wilkinson has been 


appointed Consul for the Consular dis. 
trict of Mukden. 

Mr. Perthold G. Tours, c.a.o., 
Consul for the Consular district’ of 
Amoy. 

Mr, Herbert A. Ottewitl, Consul for 
the Consular district of Foochow, 

Mr, Victor L. Savage, Consul’ for the 
Consular district of Chinkiang. 











Mr. George Combe, Consul for the 
Conular district of how, 

Mr, Henry F, Handley-Derry, to be 
Vice.Consul China. 

Mr. Harold F. King, Consul for the 


Consutar district of Swatow. 
Mr, Claude ©. A. Kirke, Consul for 











the Consular dirtriet of Chefoo. 

‘Mr. Charles D. Smith, Consul for the 
Consular district of Wuha. 

‘Mr. Harold J. Harding, to be Vice- 
Consul in China. 











Berens, Boeke 
lichings and 
Ivcitetions 


In the treatment of all skin 
troubles bathe freely with Cuti- 
cura Soap and hot water, dry 
gently, and apply Cuticura Oint- 

qsoment to the affected parts. 

These fragrant super - creamy 

emollients tend to prevent little 

in troubles becoming serious 

if used for every-day toilet pur 
poses. : 

RASS Sa 
Sq. Londen. Sold 














CHINESE POLITICS 





Presidential Mandates 





Peking, March 19. 
By order of the President:— © 
Courvtsory Epveation. 


The Ministry of Education 
submits a memorial from the 
National Union of — Educational 


Associations requesting the actual 
adoption of compulsory education 
in all the provinces, ete. As 
universal extension of education is 
considered to be of fundamental 
importance to the existence of a 
nation, the Ministry of Education 
has framed and submitted a pre- 
paratory scheme for its propaga. 
tion which has been sanctioned and 
promulgated 

In recent years, with the excep- 
tion of Shansi in’ which province a 
progressive programme has been 
put into execution and successful 
results achieved, none of the pro- 
vinces have been able to carry out 
this scheme either owing to 
financial limitations or — being 
handicapped by military activities. 
Let the said Ministry forward the 
plan devised by Shansi by circula: 
to all the other provinces and 
territories to be consulted or copi- 
ed; and let these latter each draw 
up a programme for the executioa 
of the scheme as the local con 
ditions may permit, and submit ‘t 
to the Ministry for approval. 

Our chief aim is to extend our 
scheme of compulsory education 
gradually from time to time un.tl 
the charming sound of reading 1% 
audible from every household and 
literary distinction is evenly dis. 
tributed among all clans, whereby 
the knowledge of our people may 
be improved and the foundation «f 
our nation consolidated, for which 
I, the President, entertain the 
fondest. hope. 

Peking, March 20. 

By order of the President: — 

Notaete Distincrions- 

The First Order of Merit is 
hereby conferred upon Lu Chen- 
hsiang and Lu Yung-hsiang. 

The Third Order of Merit is 
heréby conferred upon Ch’ii Yin 
kuang- 

The Fourth Order of Merit is 
hereby conferred upon Hsu Shih- 
ying. 

















Note-—Mr. Lu Cheng-hsiang was 
Chief Delegate to the Paris Con 
ferenca and ex-Minister_ of For- 
eign Intercourse; Gen. Lu Yung- 
hsiang is Tuchun of Chékiang and 








also Military Commissioner _ of 
Sungkiang and Shanghai. Mr. 
Hsu wi formerly Minister of 


Communications and Minister of 
Justice. The above honours were 
for War Participation Service. 


A _ Presidential Mandate of 
March 18 announces that the Third 
Order of Merit has been conferret 
on General Pao Kuei-ching. General 
Pao is in command of tho troops 












at Kirin, and has recently been at 
Harbin where he has earned the 
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highest opinions of all through 
hse fending of the difficult 
labour situation created by the 
strike of Russians on the Chinese 
Eastern Railway. 








Little Hsu’s Counter Move 


Peking, March 23. 

‘The vernacular press states that 

General, Hsu Shutseng is en- 

deavouring to reform the Peiyang 

party with a view to counteracting 

the Eight Tuchuns’ League.—Reu- 
ter. 


ee eg Son 
The Peking Students 


Peking, March 23. 

The 43 imprisoned students wore 
transferred to the High Court this 
afternoon, Each student was 
escorted by two soldiers. As they 
were passing through the streets 
the prisoners loudly denounced the 
authorities. Reuter. 


aa 
Mutiny of Troops in Honan 


Peking, March 23. 


It is reported that the sth 
Mixed Brigade has mutinied at 
Chongchow, Honan. No details 
have yet been received. It is under- 
stood that the authorities are tak- 
ing precautionary measures to pre- 
vent an interruption of the rail- 
way.—Reuter. 





Schooling in Mongolian 


Peking, March 19. 

‘The Ministry of Education has 
adopted a scheme to educate a num- 
ber of Chinese in Mongolian, Tib- 
etan and Arabic after which they 
will be used to teach the Chinese 
language in the Mongolian, Tibetan 
and Mohammedan regions of China 
where higher schools using Chinese 
text hooks will be subsequently 
established.—Reuter. 














Tux Hongkong papers quote a 
vumour ‘that the Japanese have 
made a bargain with the Bolsheviks 
in which the former concede all 
rights in Siberia to the latter on 
condition that tho latter will keep 
out of Manchuria and Mongolia. 





News from Harbin says that the 
Chineso havo signed an agreement 
with the Russian Soviet in Heiho 
with regard to the navigation of 
tho Awur and Sungari Rivers by 
Chinese steamers. Details are” not 








Known, 
A large number of Chinese 
coolies. who were working in 


Siberia are said to have been pi 
ed into service by the Bolshe 





ks 


there. A Chinese diplomatic agent | 


in Siberia has brought the case to 
the Government and asked it to 
devise means for the rescue of there 
coolies.. The fear is generally ex- 
pressed that if the coolies are not 
immediately rescued from the 
clutches of the Bolsheviks, they 
may be finally compelled to espouse 
the Soviet cause. 





_ CHINESE PRESS 





Mar. 22. 
MeniciraL REPRESENTATION. 


The Union of Street Merchants’ 
Associations here has addressed a 
letter to Mr. Yang Tcheng, Special 
Envoy of Foreign Intercourse, on 
the matter of Chinese representa 
tion on the Municipal Council of 
the International Settlement. It 
says in effect that the Chinese de- 
mand for municipal representation 
has been rejected by the Settle. 
ment authorities on the ground 
that it is contrary to the Yang 
kingpang Regulations to grant 
Chinese this right, and that a re 
vision of the said Regulations 1s 
necessary before this question ca 
be considered and settled. 

In view of this contention, the 
letter continues, the Chinese have 
carefully had the Regulations re- 
vised as they think desirable and 
snbmitted a copy of the revised 
version to the Special Envoy for 
him to take note and open negotia 
tions with the Consular Body. 

Of what passed during the agita- 
tion the last time when the rates 
for the first quarter of this year 
was due, the Special Envoy is him: 
self cognizant; and the merchants 
of the Settlement, being grateful 
for his help and understanding the 
difficulty of his position, ha-l 
unanimously decided to follow his 
advice and had paid the rates for 
that quarter. But, concludes the 
letter, several months have passed 
and another quarter is in sight. 
The merchants beg to be informed 
of the progress made in connexion 
with the proposed revision of the 
Settlement Regulations, and 
anxiously wait for a favourable 
reply to remove their doubts and 
apprehensions. 








Hien Cosy or Rice. 

Last autumn the rice crops in the 
districts which principally supply 
Shanghai—the western parts of 
Chékiang and eastern parts of 
Kiangsu—suffered damage from an 
abnormal fall of rain, but on the 
whole there was a 70 per cent. 
harvest. 

How is it then that in spite of 
the fact that the crops of the past 
year were not a total or a 
serious failure, the price of rice, 
which should ordinarily have come 
down after the new crop was 
harvested, remained firm and be- 
gan to soar during the winter? 
We may safely attribute this state 
of affairs to a single cause, that 
is, the smuggling of rice by un- 
rr ed mercharts out of port in 
order to supply a certain country’s 
need. ‘There was.a minor cause, 
contributed by the provinces vy 
with one another to pureh: 
“soldiers’ rice,” to secure 
they even sent officers to the rié> 
producing towns of the interior tc 
outbid one another’s offer. This 
had the effect of enhancing the 
price and preventing supplies b> 
ing shipped to Shanghai. After 
Chinese New Year, best rice was 
quoted as high as $9.20 per pico 
at Shanghai, and has stood xt 
$8.40-8.50 per picul since, the tone 


























of the market being very firm. If 
its export is not kept within 
reasonable hounds, the price may 
break all records in the coming 
summer. 





Mar. 23. 
Tat Foockow Brawt. 
Negotiations on the above case 
have been made considerably easier 
by Japan having voluntarily ap- 
pointed another official to be 
Consul at Foochow and offered to 
withdraw her police guard. ‘The 
Chinese demands have been reduced 
to three in number, namely, (1) 
compensation, (2) apology and (3) 
shment of the guilty. It is 
orted that informal pourparlers 
~» been going on for some time 
that Mr. Obata, the Japan 
ister, has as much as con- 
sented to accede to all China's 
demands on behalf of his Govern- 
ment. Thus, official negotiation 
will be necessary only as a matter 
of form; it is purposely postponed 
in order to give Japan time to do 
the a@mende honorable as far as she 
can. 











Mar. 95, 
‘Tue Touscco Ixpustey. 

The quality of tobacco produced 
in the district of Fungyang in 
Anhui and in the provinces of 
Kinngsi, Hupeh and Kuangtung is 
better than that grown elsewhere 
in this country, thanks to . the 
efforts of the British American 
Tobacco Co. and other kindred 
concerns in furnishing American 
seeds to the planters and in buying 
up the crops when harvested 
Those seeds, however, according to 
expert opinion, are only good for 
one or two crops, after which the 
leaves grown from their offspring 
will diminish in size and deteriorate 
in quality. Hence, fresh seeds have 
to be procured from America ovecy 
two years or $0. 

Lately, the stock of tobacco in 
Shanghai has almost been depleted 
by extensive purchases made for 
export to Great Britain, America, 


Sweden and other countries. Tho 
merchants allege that too many 
taxes have been responsible — for 


the shortage, so most of them have 
decided to cultivate something else 
which is less susceptible to such 
iniquitous levies. 
Inpusraiat Preatum Bonps. 

For the purpose of undertaking 
certain kinds of industrial pursuits, 
the Government has authorized the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Com- 
meree to raise a loan of $20,000,000 
by issuing the “Industrial Premiuin 
Bonds of the Nungshanpu.” These 
industries are (1) to open banks, 
(2) to develop coal and iron mines 
1 (3) to operate yarn, silk, tea, 
sugar and other profitable works. 

There will be one prize of $200,- 
00, tivo of $60,600 each, two of 
$40,000 each, two of $20,000 each 
three of $10,000 each, and so on 
downward. 











Taxa Cut-vao’s Dsctanation. 

In a telegram of March 14 ad 
dressed to naval and military com- 
manders and leaders in the south- 
west provinces, General Tang Chi- 
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yao of Yunnan makes the following 
declaration :— 

“Tn reference to. the Yunnay 
forces stationed in Kuangtung, 
General Mo Yung-hsin, in despatch- 
ing troops from all directions 
against them, is openly defying 
Yunnan. As it is Mo who has so 
eagerly started hostilities, I cannot 
sit still and tamely leave the two 
divisions of my Yunnan troops to 
the merey of their opponent. T 
have, therefore, decided to take 
what steps I deem to be necessary. 
Thereby circulate this telegram for 
the purpose of denouncing Mo, 
ete.” 

Later telegrams report the 
departure on March 11 of General 








Tang Chi-yu, a brother of Tang 
Chi-yao, who has been appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of an ex- 


expeditionary force composed of 
three divisions to the rescue of 
their compatriots in Kuangtung. 
General Yih Ch’nan, Commander-in- 
Chief of Yunnan troops in Shensi, 
has received orders from Yunnan 
that he and his forces proceed to 


Kuangsi by way of Hupeh and 
Hunan. General Lu Yung-ting, 
who is now at Lungchow, has 


telegraphed Li Keng-yuan and Li 
Lieh-chun, urging them to restrain 


their troops from all actions and 
movements and to wait for what 
Mo Yung-hsin may arrange with 


Tang Chi-yao. But both sides ap- 
pear to be so eager to get into 
grips with one another, that Lu’s 
injunctions may have fallen upon 
deaf ears. 

Ciiwa Desies Ptaxtixe Orreae 


Dr, Welington Koo reports that 
the League of Nations regards the 
suppression of opium as of 
paramount importance, and that. 
having been informed of the illicit 
planting of poppy in China as well 
as the smuggling of morphine by 
Japan into China. a proposal will 
be submitted to remedy these two 
evils. Dr. Koo adds that it would 
be better for ourselves to devise 
methods to suppress the poppy 
plant. The Government has repli- 
ed, assuriug Dr. Koo that no illicit 
planting of poppy has taken place 
in China: but at the same time, a 
circular telegram has been des 
patched to the provinces, requiring 
them to pay attention to this 
matter. 

A Untversity ror tHe Souruwest. 

‘The promoters. of the above 
University have held a consultation 
here as to which of the two places, 
Canton and Shanghai,. would be 
best suited for such a university to 
be domiciled. According to Mr. 
Chang Shi-tsac, one of the pro- 
moters and also a peace delegate of 
the south representing Tsen Chun- 
hsun, no peace can be had in 
Kuangtwmg until 10 years hence: 
as regards how the Peking Univer- 
sity has enjoyed peace and escaped 
molestation, Peking is not Canton: 
in the former city are established 
the Diplomatic Corps and the most 
Tearned men from all quarters 
who exercise a sort of unnotice- 
able restraining influence upon the 
violent elements. Mr. Chen  To- 
hsin supported Mr. Chang’s opinion 
“py stating that Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
was also not in favour of Canton. 














After further discussion, it was 
proposed by Mr. Chang to estab- 
lish a Preparatory College at 
Shanghai as a temporary step, and 
to remove it to Canton when peace 
was restored there. But Mr. Chen 
said that if it was decided that the 
University should be established at 
Shanghai, no stipulation to remove 
it afterwards to Cantcn need be 
made, as Canton could be well left 
to take care of itself and the re- 
quirements of its students. Mr. 
Li Shih-tsen, the pioneer’ bean- 
curd manufacturer in Paris who was 
very enthusiastic in seeing this 
scheme taking shape, stated that 
the old site of the German School 
in the French Concession had been 
chosen as most suitable for the 
projected University, that he had 
alrendy exchanged’ views with 
certain French friends and that the 
latter had expressed the wish to 
have the University created as 

Chinese-French joint concern. 
This wish was being considered. 
As to une Endowment Fund of the 
University, the Canton Military 
Government has reserved $809,000 
of the Customs surplus revenue 
for March and April, ($400,000 each 


month) ,as its contribution whieh 
will be payable at the Shanghai 
Maritime Customs. 

} Mar. 26. 


Serriement Texer 
Cauyese Tes 
On March 23, the Nantao Cham 
ber of Commerce addressed a letter 
to the Department of Telegraphs 
in the Ministry of Communications 
as follow: 
The Shanghai 
(Chinese) has suddenly stopped 
connexion of the Foreign Settle 
ment telephone service with houses 
in Chinese territory, to the great 
inconvenience of Merchants and 
others doing business in Nantao. 
‘There are over 10 households from 
which the Shanghai telephone 
office has collected one year’s sub- 
‘iptions in advance, thus the 
question of good faith is involved. 
This Chamber, representing the 
merchants, earnestly pray the 
Ministry to order the said office vo 
allow such connexions to be made 
for the present_at least, ete. 












Taw Scars or Botsuevisat 
‘The Military Commissioner here 
received telegraphic instruc- 
ns from the Central Government 
as to what steps he should take to 
prevent. Bolshevist influence con- 
taminating Chinese soil :— 

(1) In respect. of soldiers—Ex- 
amine and search them strictly. 

(2) In_ respect of — students— 
Prevent Bolshevist literature from 
reaching them. Let their principal 
preach to them the danger of suc 
doctrine and keep watch over their 
movements in order to prevent 
thom getting acquainted with 
questionable persons. 

(3) In regard to travellers—Apart 
from. the usual precautions, those 
hailing from Russia should be paid 
special attention in order to prevent 
Bolsheviks entering our country. 

(4) Censorship—Telegrams, | let- 
ters, books, papers, other printed 





Telephone Office | 1 





matter and dangerous articles. 
should be confiscated upon detec- 
tion. 

(5) Meetings—Trustworthy agents 
should be detailed to attend all 
meetings, alert attention shouid 
specially be paid to meetings of 
workmen’s and —_agriculturists’ 
organizations. 


‘Tux Sourawest University. 


The decision by the promoters to 
establish the Southwest University 
at Shanghai has called forth quite 
a lot of protest. Two _ strongest 
opposers are Messrs. Huang Yi 
and Yu-Suug-fang. In the former’s 
letter to the promoters, it is point- 
ed out that as the chief reason that 
has influenced the promoters 1 
coming to their decision is Shang- 
hai, being under foreign influence, 
is not subject to political oppres- 
sion, Mr. Huang waxes eloquent 
by following this argument to its 
jogical end. He says, Ithis is as 
much as to say that it is unsafe to 
be under the power of the Chinese 
Government ; that to be safe, we 
must live and work under the 
protection of a foreign Power; that 
although it is but natural to avoid 
danger and to ensure safety, yet 
this does not apply to a university 
alone, but it should be common to 
all middle and elementary: schoois, 
as well as to all kinds of business 
pursuits; and that the logical end 
would ‘seem to lead one to conclude 
that the whole nation be brought 
into the limits of the Shanghai 
settlement, that is, people and 
their lives and property, all of 
them be put within the confines ot 
the settlements, the argument 
wit be fallacious. Mr. Huang fur- 
ther says that unless we extend the 
foreign settlements to the whole 
of our realm, in other words, unless 
we place ourselves wholly under 
foreign jurisdiction, this argument 
cannot hold water, not to say it is 
a shameful idea. He also points 
out the strange fact that it has 
been the students of the Peking 
University that have so bravely 
fought the Government time ' and 
again, ete. 








Witn a view to reforming the 
currency of the whole country on 
a_uniform basis, ‘the Ministry of 
Finance has issued cireular orders 
to the provinces instructing the 
authorities to put a stop to the 
civculation of debased currency. 
Unauthorized issue of bank notes. is 
also strictly prohibited. 








simplicity of heart a 
Chinese hawker at Hongkong, hay- 
ing been twice convicted for trading 
without a licence, gathered his 
stuck-in-trade together and (again 
forgetting a licence) went on his 
round lustily blowing a reed pipe. 
Inevitably, a policeman swooped 
down upon him. “The fool did not 
know” (said the officer-in evidence) 
“that whenever he made that noise 
it would draw the attention of the 
police.” It is a moot point, whe- 
ther the hawker’s open act was not 
more honest than the police officer’s 
hint, for which the fool paid $2. 
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OUTPORTS 





TUCHUNS AND PEKING 





Premier’s Forlorn Position 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Peking, March 20. 

It is reliably reported that 
Marshal Tuan Chi-jui_ has called 
upon Premier Chin Yun-peng to 
retire from, office within 10 days. 
When the Premier last resigned 
and carried his tale of woe to the 
Great Dictator, Tuan told him 
that he did not care whether he 
stayed or went. Since Chang Tso- 
lin has begun corresponding with 
the Government on_ behalf of the 
combine of anti:Hsu  Tuchuns, 
‘Tuan is said to have pointed out 
to the Promier that such conspira- 
cies with the provincial leaders are 
derogatory to the dignity of the 
Central Government and that he 
had better get out 

During the last few days the 
Chinese papers have reponted Mar- 
shal Tuan’s visit to Paotingfu for 
the ostensible purpose of reviewing 
Tsao Kun’s troops. It is said that 
he not only went to Paotingfu, 
but to Honan also and it is sur- 
mised that he has been trying to 
alienate the weaker members of 
the very flimsy Tuchun confederacy 
with a view to preventing an open 
breach in his following. 








HUNAN’S PERIL 


Will There be War? 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Chenchow, Hu., March 5. 


The Chinese new year was more 
widely celebrated than in any pre- 
vious year since the Revolution. 
‘The military leaders decorated 
their headquarters for the foreigu 
new year, but the people seem to 
be getting back to the old customs 
very rapidly. 

‘Shere was even one family whose 
motto pasted up on the door thank. 
ed the Emperor for his grace. 

‘The writer having been . to 
Changsha recently, naturally con- 
ditions there and in the south have 
been contrasted. It is difficult to 
say in which section the people ar: 
suffering most, for it is not a ca 
of whether you are for the North 
or the South, but simply one of de- 
gree of suffering from the hands of 
the military parties. 

Chang Chin-yao has succeeded in 
doing some things for the poorer 
people that have made some talk 
in his favour. He has even torn 
down the up-to-date gaol at 
Changsha and is using the materials 
to build or rebuild a large temple. 
Some of. the ardent Buddhists will 
praise him for this, but everywhere 
there was no good word for him 
or his soldiers. - 

‘The large merchants at Changsha 
and Siangtan closed the most 
gloomy year they have had in years, 
and 12 of the large wholesale drug 
shops at-Siangtan were reported to 











have lost $4,200,000 during the last 
year, and most of them would prob- 
ably not open this new year. The 
reports were out that many large 
business houses were contemplating 
closing down until conditions were 
better. 
Wo Perru ann tue Sovrn- 

Returning to the southern capital 
of the province, rumours are afloat 
of changes that are to take place, 
but they are so many and so con- 
tradictory that it is difficult to know 
which is true and which false, or 
whether they are all false or not. 
There is evidently some chang? 
to take place at Hengchow, for 
while on the Siang river near and 
at Hengchow literally hundreds of 
boats were being commandeered 
for the removal of General Wu Pei- 
fw’s men. Some said he was to go 
to Changsha as Military Governor, 
others that he was being sent to 
Kinkiang an? that Wu Kwan-hsicn 
was coming to Hengchow to take 
his place. It is reported here tha, 
Wu Pei-fu has been approached 2y 
the South to move his men to 
Hengsan and that Tsao Hen-ti, 
our Southern General here, was to 
reoccupy Hengchow. There are 
still other rumours but it is stil 
too early to know what will be the 
ontcome of the movements that are 
now going on here and at Heng- 
chow. 

Munrtroys or War. 

Many boxes of what is reported 
to be ammunition have been com- 
ing through Chenchow from Can 
ton for the army and of course 
naturally people think that the open. 
ing of hostilities is sure to follow. 
General Ma is to be in Chenchow 
soon again and some say that 
Governor-General Tan Yen-kai is 
to return to Yuinchow soon. 

Mr. Chen Chu-sao, the Chenchow 
representative of parliament, is in 
the city on business and will retura 
to Canton very soon again. Mor 
gan G. Louis, 3f.4., PH.D., a return- 
ed American Chinese student, has 
been visiting General Tan Yen-kai. 
Mr. Liu or Louis studied economics 
and banking at the Ohio State 
University, U.S.A. He has been 
teaching in the Min Deh College at 
Hankow, a Changsha-Hunan  in- 
stitution which has been moved 
temporarily to Hupeh on account 
of the persecutions of Chang Chin- 
a0. i. 

















Tue Polico Commissioner at 
Tientsin approached various news- 
paper editors with a view to pre- 





venting publication of news and 
advertisements announcing __ the 
ies of patriotic societies. 


This muzzling order does not seem 
to have been appreciated, only one 
newspaper representative turning 
up at the timo appointed for an 
interview. 


A Mienchow (Szechuan) corres: 
pondent -reports a discovery of 
gold in the Lungan districh A 
number of claims have been staked 
out, “fengshui” being entirely dis- 
regarded in the process, and even 
graves having to give way to. the 
prospector, while houses have been 
demolished in the interests of the 
search for gold. 





THE MURDER OF DR. 
- MENZIES IN HONAN 





Hankow, March 18. 
Dr. James R. Menzies, a Cana- 
dian missionary, has been killed by 


Chinese robbers who attacked the 
Canadian Presbyterian Mission 
station at Huaikingfu, situated 


north of the Yellow River, a little 
to the west of the Peking-Hankow 
railway bridge. One of the rob- 
bers was shot. 

Dr. Menzies came to China as a 
missionary in 1895. His wife and 
three children are now at their 
home in Canada. 

The mission station at Huaikingfu 
was opened in 1902,--Reuter, 

Peking, March 19. 

It appears that 15 robbers visited 
the ladies’ quarters at the Huai- 
kingfu Presbyterian Mission, The 
servants called Dr. Menzies. who 
ran to the scone and grappled with 
a robber who was attempting to 
force an entrance into tho building. 
Thereupon tho other TS Te 
treated and fired a volley. A bul- 
let struck Dr. Menzies in the sto- 
mach, and ho afterwards succumb- 
ed. A robber, apparently the one 
who was grappling with Dr. 
Monzies, was also killed.—Reuter. 

Dr. D. MacGillivray informs us 
that the Huaiking Mission com- 
pound is situated outside the north- 
west corner of the city wall and is 
surrounded by a high wall. At the 
station there are five men and nine 
women, all of whom must have had 
a terrible time. 

Dr. Menzies is a medical graduate 
of Toronto and had opened several 
hospitals in north Honan since that 
time. He received the degree of 
“D.D.” from Knox College of 
Toronto some years ago. His loss 
will be greatly deplored, especially 
under the tragic circumstances in 
which it occurred. 








How He Faced the Robbers 


The Rev. Dr. McGillivray, acting 
secretary of tho Christian Litera- 
ture Society, has received the fol- 
lowing graphic account of the 
murder of Dr. Menzies at Huai- 
king, Honan. 

The missionaries at Huaiking 
had a fearful exporience on the 
night of March 17. Just about 10 
o'clock, while the single ladies were 
preparing for bed, they heard a 
great smashing of glass, and look- 
ing over the balustrade of — the 
stairs they saw a band of Chinese 
forcing their way into the house by 
smashing the door. The two 
ladies fled at once, cach to her own 
room and locked tho door. One 
of the ladies made her way out 
through a window on to the flat 
kitchen roof at the rear of the 
house and began calling loudly 
for help, and then hid herself on 
the outside verandah. 

The other was not so fortunate; 
the men, who turned out to 
robbers, seized hold of her and de- 
manded that she should show them 
where the money was kept- There 
were about 20 of them altogether, 
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and soon they had every drawer 
out and every trunk turned upside 
down. 

Meanwhile Dr. Menzies, who 
lived in a different section of the 
compound, heard the loud call for 
help, and ran quickly along calling 
out, “what is the matter?” One of 
tho ladies replied “robbers.” 
“Many or few?” the doctor asked. 
“Many,” the lady replied. 


Atoxa axp Unarmep. 

Then Dr. Menzies said “I am 
not armed, but—”’, and he made 
a rush for the robber who had been 
left to keep guard at the gate and 
grappled with him. This robber at 
‘once began shouting for the others 
to come and get out quick. and 
there was'a general alarm all over 
the compound. 

By this time the other male 
missionary heard the alarm and 
came running along only to find 
Dr. Menzies. lying on the ground 
moaning and the robbers gone. He 
had been shot in threa places, and 
one of the shots, being in the 
abdomen, was fata]. In about 
half-an-hour the brave Dr. Menzies 
was dead, 

Soon soldiers from the city, 
mounted and on foot, appeared on 
‘ha seene, and learning the direc 
‘tion in which the robbers had 
made their escape, sect off in hot 
pursuit, but failed to find any 
traco of them. Next morning at 
daybreak an early riser found a 
man dead in a field a hundred 
yards from the compound. This 
man had evidently been killed by 
one of the shots intended for the 
doctor. and probably was the one 
the doctor had grappled with. 

No Anti-Foreien Fexrinc. 

No one clse recoived any in: 
juries, though all seven ladies 
and Mr. Slimmon are suffering 
more or less from shock- 

The robbers were armed with 
sticks, save one who carried a 
pistol. From their demands it was 
evident that their object was 
simply to rob and as the whole 
region has long been friendly 
especially to the dootor and his 
work, it is clear that the attack 
was not due to anti-foreign feel- 
ing. The doctor would be the last 
man to be ‘the object of their 
hatred, and he was shot in the 
darkness simply because he had 
grappled with the firs; man he 
met in going to the rescue. Mr. 
Ogden, Vice-Consul, arrived at the 
scene on Sunday, and also the 
Deputy of the Governor of Honan 











Tue “Hongkong Daily Press”” 
says that there is a good deal of 
anti-British feeling in Shensi be- 
cause the British have interfered 
with the opium smuggling. 





Ix is wise when conveying a 
‘teapot from one friend to another 
to take the lid off. A Chinese was 
arrested lately in Hongkong for 
concealing opium in a teapot- He 
“did not know it was there” He 


had taken it from a friend in the 
Straits, to deliver to another in 
Hongkong. 





HANGCHOW NOTES 





Chekiang Coal Mines 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Hangchow, March 19. 

The Board of Communications 
advises the railway in Chékiang to 
avert the expense of transit of coal 
by using local mines; as it is rz 
ported those in Chékiang up-river 
only need to be worked. To this 
end we hear that two of the foreiga 
officers on the H. S. N. Ry. are 
visiting the neighbourhood of Tons 
lu making a survey of the land with 
a view to coal mining there. 

The lower reaches of the river 
are also being surveyed with a view 
to planting cotton in large 
quantities on the cligible ground 
caused by the great changes that the 
Bore has made in the river’s cours», 
the sandy soil being peculiarly 
suitable to cotton-growing. 


Prerarinc For Boisnevisu- 

Our Military Governor is 2 maa 
of prompt action. He has already 
made arrangements for the installa 
tion of the telephone system be- 
tween the principal military centres 
through his jurisdiction within the 
coming few days. It is said by 
those about him that he is getting 
ready for the mooted spread of 
Bolshevism in China, and planning 
to be able to move troops as need- 
ed; hence the working-men soldiers 
are busy on the lines of communica 
tion. 


Axericas Bustxess Vistrors. 

March, 20—Trade relations _be 
tween America and this province 
are being pushed by the visit of 
10 or more merchants from that 
country who are making a study of 
trade conditions and are to visit 
our famous  silk-producing neigh: 
bourhood. 

The Governor in a reprimanding 
letter, through the Educational 
Commissioner, calls the students of 
the Normal School to order for 
“wasting his time as well as theirs” 
by foolish memorials to him, and 
orders them to their desks without 
more ado. 

‘A motor connexion linking up 
the railway at Changshan (Yoshan) 
is contemplated. 

Speaking of the railway a friend 


travelling by the “Night Express” | p, 


pronounces the service of the 
S.H.N.R. “as good as anything ever 
experienced in any part of the 
world; heating just right.” Night 
freight trains are again running. 





The Silk Industry 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


Tangchow, March 93. 

Hopeful energy shows itself in 
the determination of the local in- 
dustrial board to spare no pains to 
improve as far as possible the out- 
put of different articles of commerce 
for which Chékiang has hitherto 
held first place. A member of the 
Peking Industrial Board has been 
invited to make an inspection of 
the silk trade. It is suggested in 





an interview with some of the chief 
silkmerchants in the. city that the 
deterioration in the quality of the 


silk is owing to the differences in 
strength of the thread, which, be- 
ing wound privately and by £0 


many hands, is uneven in texture 
when worked by the new machinery 
now so much in use instead of the 
old hand looms. It is thought 
that central depéts for the winding 
of silk should be opened, and, better 
efforts to obtain uniformity of tex- 
ture made, so that the far-famed 
Hangchow ‘silk should not lose its 
place as second to none. 


At the same meeting a resolution 
was passed to form a syndicate to 
preserve the trees (presumbly 
mulberry) from the depredations of 
woodcutters. Extensive planting 
on the hill-sides is contemplated, 
and the example of Japan is to be 
imitated in paying more attention 
to forestry—hitherto so woefully 
neglected in China. 

The exchange squabbles go steadi- 
ly on. The “shops” ask where they 
are to be reimbursed for the ex- 
pense of bringing the coin to Hang. 
chow if no exchange-tax is to be 
levied. The struggle is really be- 
tween the Government (banks) and 
the merchants who want the tax 
removed. 


From Day 10 Day. 

A meeting of the telephone share 
holders was held yesterday to 
consider the selling out of — their 
shares, and handing over the 
system to the Government who aro 
undertaking the long-distance tele- 
phone system. Six were chosen as 
a deputation to go to Peking and 
arrange ‘the terms for the transfer, 
and realization of the share value. 
The shareholders are informed by 
the Telephone Company that the 
dividends last year amounted to 
$17,802. ; 

The decision to levy a special tax 
on the hotel-keepers in the neign- 
bourhood of the West Lake to meet 
the expense of the new motor road 
has been met by these gentlemen 
with a stern refusal. They argue 
that trade has been so bad, and 
prices so high of late, that they 

ave no means of raising any extra 

sum for this purpose. At a meet- 
ing to discuss the matter it was 
decided to send a strong letter of 
remonstrance to the police au- 
thorities who have the matter in 
and. 
The strike is still on at the 
Normal School over the refusal of 
the Educational Commissioner to 
dismiss the unpopular Principal. 
The Governor requests the Com- 
missioner once again to see what 
he can do to bring the students 
to a sense of their proper duties. 
The Commissioner sent a re- 
presentative. to remonstrate with 
the recalcitrant young men. The 
prefect of the school gave him 
an hour’s interview. The con- 
versation” would afford amusing 
reading if the spirit of the age did 
not portend serious consequences 
to the progress of 
satisfaction was gained the 
interview, and the Educational As- 
sociation says things must take 
their course. 
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CONFUCIAN WORSHIP 
AT SOOCHOW 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Soochow, March 20. 

At 4 a.m, to-day the Spring Con 
fucian sacrifices took place. The 
worship lasted until after five, or 
about an hour and a half. ' The 
magistrate began |the worship in 
the smaller temple to the rear of 
the main temple. In this smaller 
temple are the tablets of Confucius’ 
ancestors for five generations, and 
grouped on either side are the 
tablets of the fathers of Confucius’ 
five most noted disciples. This 
ceremony took about 15 minutes; 
following this came the chief 
sacrifice in the main temple, and 
in this the Taoyin, the Judge and 
the magistrate took part. These 
three officials were dressed in their 
handsome robes and hats of by- 
gone centuries, and it was quite a 
contrast to the ceremonies of the 
last few years, since the establish- 
ing of the Republic, when the offi 
cials were dressed in foreign style. 





Onp Cusvoms Return. 

This is the first time since the 
passing of the Empire that the old 
forms, customs and dress have been 
revived. For the past few years 
these semi-annual ceremonies have 
merely been the formal paying of 
respect to the memory of Confucius, 
but this ceremony was a real wor- 
ship. This year we see the revival 
‘of many things connected with the 
old réyime. We sec the many 
temples being repaired, and new 
ones being built. The paint shops 
are full of many little gods, await: 
ing their turn for a new coat of. 
paint. The idol processions are be 
ing revived. This pilgrim season 
promises to be the most flourishing 
in many years. Last month’s New 
Year celebrations were like those 
of the old days. We see many men 
and boys, both in town and in the 
country, growing queues anew, and 
among the country people we often 
hear predictions that so and so is 
to happen “when the new Emperor 
comes ‘forth.”—Just what these 
people really expect, no one knows. 
‘and they themselves scarcely know. 
Tt is perhaps merely a longing for 
the good old days. 

Tue Giory Disntep. 

This Confucius sacifice, however, 
could not be compared to the 
sacrifice under the Empire, when 
Soochow was the provincial capital, 
‘and when the Governor, the Pro: 
vincial Judge, the Provincial 
Treasurer, the Prefect, the three 
Magistrates, and many lesser offi- 
cials took part in the worship. 

Quite a number of our foreign 
community were present last night 
to witness the ceremonies, and also 
several itors. Should anyone in 
Shanghai wish to see the better 

* class of China at its best, and 
showing the greatest reverence 
(one is struck by the hush of re 
verence ‘over so vast an assembly) 
he should try to witness one of 
these semi-annual _ sacrifices. He 
could leave Shanghai on the 11 p.m. 
train and return on the first mora- 
ing local at 8.08 a.m. reaching 
Shanghai at 10.15 a.m. 
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THE FEAST OF 
LANTERNS 





Fatal Collision at Wuchang 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Wuchang, March 8. 


On Friday night last the feast of 
lanterns took place, and although 
inside the city the celebrations 
were not conducted .n a very whole- 
hearted fashion, nevertheless the 
inhabitants of the little villages out- 
side the walls showed great 
enthusiasm in carrying out the 
ceremonies usually associated with 
this ancient festival. Each hamlet 
made a brave display of lights and 
the country roads around were 
likewise illuminated. 

Dragon processions were very 
much in evidence and at one point 
two of these processions met. As it 
is not considered lucky for cither to 
make way for the other, the  in- 
evitable “scrap” ensued, the out- 
come of the mélée being one man 
killed and several more or less 
badly injured. One of the gangs 
of armed robbers which have late- 
ly being terrorizing the outskirts 
cf the city took advantage of the 
fostal spirit abroad and raided 2 
house quite near the city walls, 
getting clear away with the 
swag.” 





Srupent Hor Heaps. 
Recently the Tuchun has issued 
an order declaring that the 
Students’ Federation must go out 


o* business and that any recur- 
rence of the outbreaks that 
signalized the work of last term 


will result in th: offenders being 
treated without mercy. In spite ot 
this during the last few days a 
notice has been sent round the 
schools in the name of the associa 
tion in question asking members to 
attend a mass meeting which is t 
commemorate the arrest and 
maltreatment some time ago of one 
of these “ready to die for their 
country” hot-heads. It will be in- 
teresting to see what happens. 
Personally I believe that a large 
xmber of pupils in this city are 
“fed up” the whole business 
and only want to be allowed to 
settle down quietly to their studies, 


A notice appeared the other day 
in various parts of the city an- 
nouncing the opening of a “short 
course” in practical industrial 
science to last for a month in one 
of the governmental _ institutions. 
A large number of subjects were 
down on the syllabus such as com- 
mercial chemistry, soap-making, etc. 











A. Westrvay Deputation. 

The Wesleyan Missionary Society 
in London have just sent out a 
deputation to China consisting of 
Rev. C. W. Andrews, one of | the 
general secretaries, ‘Dr. Wigfield, 
the Medical Secretary, ‘and Mr. 


Bisseker, a well-known Methodist 
layman, to go through the thre 
districts, Canton, Hupeh and 


Hunan worked by the above mis- 
sion. The deputation will investi 
gate evangelistic, medical and 
educational work. 





‘Chinese people. 


| of bot! 


| military oificial over 





OPIUM AND SOLDIER 
IN SZECHUAN 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Fowchow, Sze, March 4. 
The old Chinese New Year is 
still the real new year with the 
: They look for- 
ward to it as earnestiy as they did 
13 or 2 years ago before the 
Republic was formed and the 
calendar changed. ‘The custom of 
‘pai nien’ seems passing 
way, but there much 
feasting and vil 
and probably i 
the past few years as the country 
is quieter and people are ablo to 
return to their old homes. This 


_ to be 
is just as 












several yoars. 

‘The latest report from all parts 
of this county is that opium is not 
being grown this year. Some was 


planted in the southern part of 
the county but the official went 
personally and had it all rooted 
out. ‘To the north of the rivyr 
where I have travelled there it 
none being grown along the main 
roads and everyone reports the 
country clear of it. Large quanti- 
ties are being brought in from 
Kueichow by the military and sold 
here. I was informed the other 
day that there were very few shops 
in the city which did not have a 
supply of opium. ‘the smoking 
habit is much more common than 
it was two or ‘threo years ago. 
Society ladies are taking to it and 
ab their feasts it is a common 
thing for them to persuade guests 
to have a smoke. ‘Lhe evil efforts 
of the growing of opium last year 
are very wide spread. 

This week we have had a change 
civil and military officials. 
‘The civil official leit in the night. 
He had somo difficulty with the 

i money and 
slipped away. The military 
official sent some soldiers after 
him but they failed to intercept 
him. This man had a geod namo 
as an official, but it is very difficult 
to meet all che demands of the 














military. This is tho _ second 
official in succession who has left 
unceremoniously. 


During the past few days we 
have had light rains which have 
greatly delighted the farmers. The 
vegotable which they pickle for 
the Shanghai market is already 
cut and is now drying on the 
racks. ‘There is not nearly so 
much this year as last, as the price 
last year was not high and no ont 
cares to go into the enterprise. 





Tue rumour that the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha and other shipping 
companies will shortly amalgamate 
is denied. It is suggested, however, 
that possibly various ‘steamship 
companies outside the subsidized 
Stesmship Companies’ Union will 
amalgamate in order to compete 
with foreign shipping companies 
which are now making preparations 
to renew their activities in the Paci- 
fic and other waters where Japan- 
ese shipping held sway during the 
war. 
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TRADE CONDITIONS IN 
KIANGSI 





Wood Merchants Busy 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Kanchow, March 16. 

‘The new year festivities have now 
come to a close. So tar as 1 ecn 
learn’ the last year has been a very 
good one for all merchants in this 
city, and as a result the expendi 
ture on crackers at the new 
time was far above the normal. 
This was remarked upon by some 
of the unerchants with whom I have 
spoken. 

In some respects last year could 
be looked upon as a failure; ior 
instance, the fruit crop was’ very 
far below the normal. Where 
formerly there were 10 piculs there 
was scarcely one, and as a conse- 
quence the price soared to great 
heights. Where we used to buy 
for $1.20 per catty we had to pay 
$6, and at that price you could 
only get a very limited amount. 
This give fruit merchants from 
further north their chance and they 
took good advantage of it by ship- 
ping many boatloads of those smali 
mandarin oranges which had a 
very ready sale. Just now the 
prospect for this year in fruit is 
very good, though of course it is 
difficult to say what may happen 
when the time comes, but the pre- 
sont appearance of the fruit trees 
is a very lovely one 


Tas Rarrs au. Reavy. 


The wood merchants have been 
busy during tho latter half of 
1919, as it was a very dry season, 
and they have built a_ largo num- 
ber of rafts, all very large ones. 
One who is in that ‘linc told me 
that thess now ready waiting for 
the high water are value for over 
$700,000. This docs not take in 
any that may yet be propared by 
Kanchow wood merchants, but is 
entirely the work, man power and 
money of what are called the Lin 
kiang merchants, who, owing to 
banking facilities, can safely seni 
their money here. Moreover they 
employ nono of the native people. 
They have all their own workers-- 
several hundred of them. 

This wood tride changes hands 
every few years. Some 10 odd 
years ago it was monthly in the 
hands of men from Lungnan, in 
south Kiangsi, now there are few 
from that place in the business, 
and it has mostly gone over to the 
Linkiang people. 

Tue Denrat Doctor. 

Passing along the street a few 
days ago I noticed a rather in- 
teresting poster and stopped to 
read it. It was the announcement 
of the opening of a dental schooi 
by the proprietor of the “‘Kanchow 
Dentist” and the terms were that 
each scholar was to pay down the 
sum of $40 on entrance, plus $1 as 
entrance fee, which on finishing 
the course would be returned. The 
course of study was to be one month 
(during which time they were to 





























provide themselves with board and 
all other expenses), at the end of 





which time they would be graduat- 
ed and be free to follow their pro- 
fession as they desired. 

Truly it was a new departure 
and made one wonder how foolish 
the westerners were to require so 
many years in college, ete. I know 
the proprietor very well and he 
himself never served any appren- 
ticeship but had a few lessons from 
his nephew who was a’ doctor train- 
ed in Kuangtung, and only lear: 
ed what he knew of dentistry while 
on a visit home for one year, 
through the kindness of a friend. 
T have no doubt but he will get a 
good few students, but what kind 
of work will they ever be able to 
do? Truly some people live by 
their brains. 











IN NORTH KIANGSU 


Sickness in Man and Beast 
From Our Own Correspondent, 


Sutsien, March 15. 

Sutsion continues to have respite 
from the brigands, and in conse- 
quence the 15th of the first month 
was celebrated with the biggest 
Jurei the country has seen for 
years.‘ On account of the tufei, 
‘and fear of trouble, this proces. 
sion for some years was prohibited. 
This year’s procession made up for 
past delinquencies; the country 
people just. flocked into town from 
north, south, east and west. till 
the streets were blocked to all 
traffic but the procession and on 
lookers. 

The holiday festivities aro over; 
shops and schools open, and tho 
town settling down to another 
year’s business. The epidemic I 
spoke of in my last letter, when the 
snow came, scems to be less virul- 
ent, but within the last week 
two there has been a now discace. 
and many deaths, mostly amongst 
children ‘and young people. From 
all one hears, the symptoms cor- 
respond to meningitis, in some 
cass in the country whole families 
dying. 

The Chinese prophesy further 
sickness. The country people are 
bemoaning tho loss of their cows 
which are dying in many places. 
I heard yesterday of one home that 
had lost two, and coming just at a 
time when the cows are needed for 
the spring ploughing, the sickness 
and death cause not only loss but 
inconvenience. 














Forsicn Macuinery Wanxtep. 

Thore is a great deal of weaving 
with hand looms in this section of 
tho country, the thread used being 
bought from Shanghai and Hang- 
chow. Quite~a number of people. 
hearing of the merits of foreign 
spinning machines, are preparing 
to buy such which will mean cheap- 
er thread, and from all accounts 
prove a paying business. I have 
boen asked by two persons within 
tho last few days if I could help 
them to procure such. 

There aro rumours of the glass 
factory again starting. The ma- 
chinery must be in a terrible state 
of rust, as nothing has been done 
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A CHRISTIAN’S EYES 
GOUGED OUT 


Appalling Tale of Cruelty 


From a Correspondent. 
Yencheng, Kiangsu. 

A young man has had his eyes dug 
out because he went to church. And 
this was in China, in Kiangsu, not 
200 miles from Shanghai, and on 
March 7, 1920 A. D. He is now in 
the mission hospital at Yencheng- 
We havo the most direct and ample 
testimony to this dastardly crime. 
Tt was done by the man’s “awn 
family. The father consented, the 
step-mother, with her son’ and 
brother, did the work. They first 
struck him on the head with a big 
wooden mallet. . ‘Then they tied his 
hands and. feet, gouged out his 
eyes, and to make sure of _ their 
work, also rubbed lime into ‘them. 
When the first eyo had been piere- 
ed, the poor boy begged piteously 
to let him have at least one eye: 
The father was for giving way, but 
was overruled by the others. 

This young man, when at Soo- 
chow, had got into the way of at- 
tending one of the chapels. After 
returning home, a neighbour took 
him to the chapel at Pien-tsang, 
near Yencheng. A “Hsianglao,” 
named Wang Yitsan. is said to 
havo egged on the family to stop 
him, telling them gruesome tales 
of the awful doings of missionaries 
and what would happen to them, 
if this matt went to church. Under 
pressure from them the young man 
agreed not to go to church. But 
on this fateful March 7, he thought 
he could slip away without their 
knowing it) They found out, fol- 
lowed him; brought him back, and 

night did their hellish work. 
heir intention was to go even 
further and make away with him or 
render him spocchless, so that he 
could not. communicate with the 
missionaries. But another “hsiang- 
Ino,” afraid of the consequences, 
managed to get him out of the 
house, and hurried him off to the 
mission .that-night- 

‘The writer is prepared to con- 
firm theso facts, and give all 
details. I believe that China is 
trying to get away from Manchu _ 
heathenism and barbarity. But if 
¢ is over to hold up her head in 
the world, such deeds as this must 


end. 
Aven W. Ware. 




















Tue Szechuan-Hankow Railway - 
is beginning to show signs of life . 
again, says the “Central China 
Post.” ‘The building of the line 
was under German management 
but stopped when war broke out, 
and since then the squatters have 
made use of the vacant land. 
These have now been warned off, a 
statement being made that construc: 
tion is to start in the near future. 








since the riot we had when the 
flour mill beside it was burned 
down and looted; and, I under- 
stand, bits of machinery carried 
away. 
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THE PERSIANS OF 
KANSU 
A Strange Remnant 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Lanchowfu, Kan-, March 2 
When last writing I referred to 
a visit to the Sclars, the Turkish 
tribe that holds the wild barren 
country by tke banks of the Yellow 
River between the Tibetan country 
and the lower valleys that belong 
ed once to aborigines, but now! rre 
inhabited largely by Chinese. 
‘There remains one rece to which I 
have not made refereace—the Per- 
sian stock that lives in Hochow. 
Now the interest excited by this 
people is considerable, and their 
ower is grent. Unlike Tartar or 
‘alcr they arg prosperous, enter- 
prising, and often rich. With 
riches have come power, and it ‘s 
not so unconmon to find Chinese 
joining their ranks and, though it 
is doubtful if this change of reli 
gion is ever from conviction, yet 
tho children. of the prosclyte are 
usually fervid believers in Islam. 
Increase AND MULTIPLY. 
Again, riches have brought these 
Moslems of Eochow the ability to 
keep several wives and so the 
children multiply -zpidly, and 
they are willing even to purchase 
children from the Chinese to bring 
them up as Moslems. The wife is 
often from a Chineso home, but 
invariably becomes a Mohammedan 
on marriage, and so without re- 
sort to propaganda, and for the 
anost part without resort to violent 
methods, the steady increase in 
numbers of these Moslems goes on. 
Bub in gaining the world they 
have to some extent lost their in- 
dividuality. They know no Persian 
except the few words connected 
with religion that are in constant 
use. Thoy have no written tongue 
of their own, and in dress and 
habits approximate more and more 
to tho Chinesc. However, in their 
customs there is evidence of an- 
other current at work—the in- 
fluence of their Mullahs, not a few 
of whom have visited Mecca, and 
know enough Arabic to read it, 
even if they cannot understand 
what they read. And especially 
since the Revolution and the con- 
sequent disintegration and centri- 
fugal forces at work unabashed and 
unchecked, the line of cleavage be- 





tween Moslem and Chinese has 
become accentuated. 
‘Tao Vew. 


These Persian Moslems of Ho- 
chow now to almost the last man 
havo discarded the queue, still 
clung to by the Chinese all round 
them. ‘Their women no longer 
bind their feet, and a local sub- 
stitute for tho’ “veil” has been 
found and its use enforced. The 
“veil” consists of two parts; one 
is really a hood of bright ‘green 
colour, shaped just like an ordinary 

ineso “wind cap.” The other is 
‘a pieco of purple cloth tied round 
the top of the head and _ falling 
down to cover the face. It is so 
thick, that along the country roads 
the women either remove this face 


piece, or hold it up to see their 
way, but put it down on meeting 
men. But the hood is never re- 
moved, even in the summer, 

‘Theso Moslems women simply 
love colour. We passed a woman 
on horseback (which is quite com- 
mon here) with the green hood and 
purple veil described and a bright 
blue silk gown that reached to the 
ankles, with pink clothes under- 
neath. It was rather dazzling. 

A Conspicvous Heap-press, 

The men have typical faces that 
pick them out from the Chinese at 
once, but owing to the intermar- 
riage (or rather aceretions by 
marriage) referred to above, it is 
not an invariable rule for their 
features to be distinctive But 
their whiskers, full beards and the 
ions little caps with tiny  tur- 
rets at each of its six corners, are 
a great help in this. Indeed these 
caps are never worn by those not 
in the faith of Islam. They use 
sometimes a cap shaped like a fez 
and along the Hochow strect one 
may occasionally see a genuine fez, 

Talking of fezes makes one 
think of another odd thing. In 
Hochow there is an Afghan (or is 
he an Indian?) in residence, and 
another man said to be an Egypt- 
ian. The latter is said to have met 
with misfortune and to be unable 
to go home. It may be true—but 
who knows? Up here, we should 
never be surprised to hear the 
dreaded news—the haunting horror 
of Kansu—that the Moslems have 
rebelled again. If they do, will 
they try to be independent, or to 
link up with the Reds of Russia 
who have in the great word “Broth- 
ethood” a key to open the Moslem 
heart. It would be a fascinating 
occupation to trace the points of 
contact between Bolshevist and 
Moslem, but this is not perhaps the 
time or place. 

Usiren Acaixst ExcroachMent. 

Our Perso-Moslems, then, are to 
be regarded 2s a distinct stock 
from the Salar Moslems or the 
Tartar Moslems. But the kinship 
of religion has served to bind them 
together and they present a united 
front against Chinese encroach- 
ment. For religion they have 
often no tse—except to keep from 
cating pork and perhaps to 
observe the fast of Ramadan and 
be married and buried according 
to Moslem rites—but each is link: 
ed to other by the religion. Others, 
of course, are religious and in tra: 
velling a week’s journey near Ho- 
chow north to south. east to west, 
you may never fail to hear the 
Muezzin’s call to prayer of a morn- 
ing, or to see the little alcove on 
the west of the village mosque that 
points to Mecca. 

The Moslems are at once feared 
and scorned, individually more 
than a match for their Chinese 
antagonist, but collectively unable 
to free themselves from the vast 
mass of China as a whole. If the 
central authority goes, what is 
going to happen? 























A Harbin correspondent states 
that Rls. 2,400 was the price recent. 


KASHING NOTES 





New Tastes in Dress 
From Our Own Correspondent, 


Kashing, Ché., March 22. 

Trade seems to be improving 
since the holidays. Foreign goods 
come in on flat-topped ferry boats 
from the railway and river. The 
variety is on the increase and 
Chinese are beginning to appreciate 
good quality. Shanghai sets the 
pace in fashions for men’s and 
women’s clothing. The Chinese 
women are showing excellent taste 
and discrimination in dress goods. 
The style now favoured is neat, 
modest and allows ease and com- 
fort. This is only one of the straws 
that show the direction of the wind. 
Shop fixtures and home furnishings 
are steadily improving — more 
adapting, less adopting. 

The merchant or manufacturer 
who will take the trouble to find 
out what the Chinese in the in- 
terior actually want, will be the 
ial of immense trade and pro- 

ts. 

The farmers are busy now with 
preparations for silk culture, good 
prospects. The country districts, 
however, are reporting a sort of 

i among children of 
s, many dying in a few 
The disease appears to be 
less virulent in cities and towns. 

The Grand Canal along the way 
to Soochow, bunded about the time 
of the Emperor Ch’ien Lung, now 
much dilapidated, is being repair- 
ed by the proceeds of a lottery. 
The Standard Oil Company ‘s 
building a new godown opposite 
the Custom House. 

The rising price of fucl has in- 
creased the cost of the well-known 
Kashing bricks. Native Iwnber is 
searce and expensive. 

Silver coin is moving back and 
forth, gold less in demand. 





Ir is reported that the Govern- 
ment has despatched experts to 
investigate the mining output in 
Kirin, hitherto of small propor- 
tions, and poorly financed. 








WITHOUT PURE BLOOD HEALTH 1s IMPOSSIBLE 
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VLADIVOSTOK ZEMSTVO 


A Camouflaged Soviet 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Vladivostok, Feb. 24, 
Since the revolution, things 
have been going on very quie*- 
jy. There have been no ex- 
cesses of any sort. — what 
soever, a fact which may be ex- 
plained by the presence in the town 
of foreign forces, chiefly Japanese 
and Czech, and also to the fact 
that the Zemstvo is not very sure 
of support from the Bolshevik 
elements. Or course, the rea! 
powers are the Bolsheviks, the 
Zemstvo is only camouflage, being 
a concession to foreign opinion 
and nothing more. 

The Bolsheviks greatly fear inter- 
ference from the Japanese, ar: 
the “partisans” as they call them- 
selves, ate being supplied every day 
with all they need in the way of 
clothing, mnxunition, ete. ‘They 
hope to’ get the million pods of 
ammunition and stores away from 
kere, and orders were given to that 
effect by the “Voyenni Soviet”? — 
military council—but how they hope 
to do it without the knowledge of 
the Japanese is a mystery, because 
‘the secret service of the latter is 
excellent. 








Roseeries INcREasiNG. 


Robberies have become rather 
more frequent of late. A lot was 
formed to rob tho vaults of the 
local branch of the Government 
Bank, which are guarded by a 

ixed guard from the Internation- 
al Potice consisting of Czechs and 
Americans. Instead of letting the 
robbers come to the bank and then 
catching the lot, the Russian au- 
thorities having got wind of the phos 
and acting on the principle that pre 
vention is better than cure, formed 
the brilliant plan of waylaying all 
automobiles at the corner of the 
Svietlanskaya Street nearest th: 
bank, and examining thejr papers. 
All without the necessary docu- 
ments were to be arrested. 

Finally, a car showing a red 
light, came along. On being stop 
‘ped by the mounted Russian guard, 
the chauffeur stated that it was a 
military motor and refused to 
show his papers. Then the guard 
tied to use force. The chauffeur 
brought out his revolver and shot 
ono of the men and a horse. This 
gave his companions time to 
escape, and he fired again, and 
was then wounded in turn and 
captured, So instead of apturing 
the whole lot, or instead of seizing 
them before they could even get 
a start on their nefarious way, 
the authorities only bagged one 
wounded driver. 


AvcTION OF FISHERIES- 


‘The expected drop in the yen in 
consequence of the fisheries auc- 
tion did not come off. The largest 
bidders at the auctions were the 
Japanese, only two of the second 
class Russian firms being represent- 
ed. The auctions continued till 1 
a.m., there being 237 applications, 
and deposits to the extent of 135 
million roubles. 





Epidemic at Tsingkiangpu 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


‘Tsingkiangpu, March 15. 

For the past few weeks there has 
been an epidemic of diptheria and 
searlet fever here in this section 
end the mortality has been very 
high, especially among the cases 
of scarlet fever. The writer has 
seen quite a few cases which were 
fatal the second day of the disease, 
‘The Chinese say that in the country 
north of here the disease is even 
more prevalent, and I am sure 
that there have actually been 
hundreds of deaths here in this 
city in the past few days, 

The wheat is coming out nicely 
after the winter snows and rains, 
and the prospect for crops is good 
Provided we do not have floods 
during the harvest season. The 
Grand Canal has raised a few 
inches, which comes as a welcome 
relief; however, the launches can- 
not come further north than Kao 
Tu, 80 mile south of herc. 

The Standard Oil Co. is com- 
pleting a new oil tank, the second 
here. This last is a large one, 
seven sections high and about 
2¢ ft. in diameter, adding greatly 
to the storing capacity for bulk oil. 

The General Hospital is passing 
through a very busy season, every 
ward and private room being filled 
and many pétients being cared for 
in smaller out-buildings. The daily 
clinic rums to nearly 100 patients 
with numerous outcalls for the 
physicians in charge. It is a busy 
life and a very interesting one. 











Tibet on the Move 





General Chen Hsia-lin, Occupa- 
tion Commissioner of the’ Szechuan 
Marches, has telegraphed to the 
Governnient calling for reinforce- 
ments without delay. He says 
that the Tibetan rebels across 
the Szechuan border are increasing 
their forces, evidently with the in- 
tention of making some desperate 
plundering expeditions into the 
interior. 








A rival to the Brontausarus has 
appeared in the Woo Miao Temple 
on the outskirts of the City. Vil- 
lagers are flocking to sce a wonder- 
ful green snake, “which has horns 
and fins, and sometimes appears 
large and sometimes small.” 





The Co-operatives made their 
first appearance on the scene, and 
succoeded in teking away one of 
the very best lots from the Japan- 
ese firm, Tsutsumi, who, thinkins 
that there would be no competitors. 
failed to comely with certain con- 
ditions, and now, in addition to 
losing 2 very valuable fishery, will 
also lose the structures on 
shores. 

The Russians only got 13 grounds, 
while the Japanese took 130 of the 
lots offered. Of the cod fishing 
grounds, none wera leased, owing 
to the low rents, while only five of 





tho crab fishing grounds were leas- 


led, four going to the Japanese. 


SIMIONOV IN A 
CORNER 


Appeals to_ Peking 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
; Peking, March 20, 
The difficult aftsition in| which 
nov now is himself is 
attested by the fact that he. 
sent ene of his ablest assistants to 
Peking to plead for him in the Lega- 
tions of those to whom he has dono 
10st material damage: The Harbin 
correspondent of the “North-China 
Daily News” has recently written 
cf the desperate’ situation in which 
the Cossack Ataman finds himself. 
This is confirmed by the efforts 
which he is making to get himself 
and his followers out of trouble, 
A Colonel of his forces, a Prince 
under the Romanoff régime, ig now 
in Peking, pleading for tthe man 
who has been alternately Russian 
patriot, by common repute little 
better than a bandit, and Japan- 
ese agent. Nine thousand men, 
the better part of whom are re- 
cruits from the east slope of tho 
Urals, are still faithful to him. 
These Cossacks have always been 
considered Russia’s finest and most 
loyal soldiers. This plea if now 
entered for them. The Reds are 
descending upon them; they have 
no hope of resisting the Bolshevik 
advance, and when they are over- 
taken, they expect to be slaughtered 
[without mercy. The Colonel who 
represents them in Peking says 
that they deservo a better fate, 
He has asked the various Lega- 
tions to intercede with the 
Chinese Government and to ar- 
range that they be permitted to 
enter Chinese territory, to 
disarmed and to be interned.” 
To the Japanese, who, in anti- 
cipation of their withdrawal from? 
Siberia, have evidently 
Simionov, he has made several pro- 
Fositions. He wants them to hel 
Simionov and his men to escape 
into Chinese territory, or to 
guarantee their safe transport over 
the Manchurian Railways to 
Tairen, to sea them safely out of 
Siberia by way of Vladivostok to 
Japan. One can imagine how 
welcome 9,000 Cossack bandits 
would be in Japan at this moment. 


Japax Qurrrinc Srperra, 
Simionoy started his career 
under. very favourable auspices 
but his reoord has not endeared 
him to any of the nations which 
have had expeditionary forces in 


Siberia. Howewer worthy his 
men may be of protection, it is 
probable that they will have 


to suffer for their leader's foibles. 
The Japanese, who have long: been 
reputed Simicnov’s staunchest sup- 
porters, are now inclined to leave 
him to his fate, which is one of 
the surest omens which we have 
of Japan’s determination to with. 
draw from Siberia. This requires no 
explanation. If Janan intended to 
maintain forces in Eastern Siberia, 
she wouki make every. effort to 
support and protect such a sturdy 





indevendent force as that which 
Simionov has under his command. 
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GENERAL STRIKE AT .. 
HARBIN 





Zemstvo and Horvath 
From Our Own Correspondent, 


Harbin, March 13. 

The strike described by our corres- 

dent was directed ayainst General 

forcath's refusal to give up control of 
the railway area to the Zemstvo repre- 
sentatives who have sway at Vladivos- 
tok and westwards to Irkutsk. On 
March 17 General Pao Kuei-ching, com- 
manding the Chinese garrison, settled | 
the affair by publicly taking over the 
whole area and broke the strike by 
threatening to bring in Chinese if 
Russians did not get back to work. 

The headquarters of the General 
Conference are now at the Em- 
ployees’ Club, situated in Birjeva- 
ya, one of tho principal streets in 
the Pristan and within a stone’s 
throw of a palace recently built by 
one of Harbin’s millionaires. At 
noon to-day the Red Flag was hoist- 
ed over the building, for the ultima- 
tum presented to’ General Horvath 
remained unanswered and a gener- 
al strike had been declared. Rus- 
sian employees of all public and 
private enterprises ceased work. 
All Russian concerns are closed, 
including banks, stores, restaurants, 
cafés and places of amusements. 
Only bakers and chemists are 
allowed to remain open. The 
Chinese workmen at the railway 
shops have gone out in sympathy 
with the Russian workers and the 
same thing has occurred at several 
Russian-owned mills, but  other- 
wise all Chinese and Japanese 
stores remain open as well as 
the market. 


The main street in Pristan, the 
Kitaiskaya, is a surging but order- 
ly mass of people all wondering 
what is going to happen next. 
Strong patrols ot Chinese police 
and soldiers are marching through 
tho principal strects to put down 
any disorder should it occur, but 
this is unlikely. In front of the 
Employees’ Club is a strong body 
of soldiery, whilst the mecting that 
is going on is being attended by 
several Chinese officials. Strong 
patrols aro also placed in the rail- 
‘way workshops area to protect the 
plant from any damage. At the 
railway station itself all is quict. 
Practically all railway employees 
have vanished from its precincts, 
and there are but few civilians, 
though in tho thtrd class waiting 
room a crowd of Chinese, including 
many women and children, are 
patiently seated on the floor await- 
ing the next train. General Hor- 
vath is still confined to his bed with 
influenza and refused to see the 
deputation from the conference. 

‘The strike extends the whole of 
the length of the railway line in 
North " Manchuria and various 
trains have stopped at different 
stations along the line. Numerous 
Czech troop trains are held up 
along the line and so far there are 
no indications that the railwaymen 
will give them right of way. The 
Czech authorities are willing to 
wait a day or so, but it is unlikely 
that they will consent to any long 
delay. 











As the trains to Changchun are 
also stopped the Chinese Post is 
held up, the postal authorities 
with their usual energy are already 
making the necessary arrangements 
to despatch mail’ overland to 
Changchun should the strike con- 
tinue for any extended time. 

March 15. 

Everything is still closed to-day, 
and nobody knows what is likely 
to happen. 

‘The principal reason put forward 
by General Horvath why he will 
not hand over the power to the 
representatives of the Vladivostok 
Provisional Government is that the 
latter have no more right than he 
to proclaim themselves the rulers of 
the people. 

There is no doubt that in Gener- 
al Horvath’s background loom 
many military officers who still 
hold that the Whites will again get 
back the power they have had taken 
from them in the Vladivostok dis- 
trict, through the agency of Kappel 
troops, and, therefore, aro un- 
willing to submit to tho dictation 
of the masses. 


SPECIE FROM RUSSIA 


An “Incident” In Manchuria 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Changchun, March 19. 

The collapse of the strike on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway — brought 
sbout the resumption of traffic 
between Herbin and Changchun on 
the 17th instant, and passenger 
Salon wes tide staniog tania ee 
tween these two points much to 
the relief of intending travellers 
who been held up in Changchun and 
Harbin. 


Changchun is noted for its 
incidents; the latest addition to the 
hst is the action of the Japanese in 
forcing the passage of two sealed 
wagons containing gold and 
platinum which arrived in Kwang- 
ohengtze on the 17th instant from 


Harbin under the protection of 
Sapanese soldiers. 

It appears that on arrival of 
these two cars in Kuanchengtze, 


the Japanese requested the Russian 
Railway authorities to allow the 
cars ito pass without examination 
but this the Russians refused to do, 
having been apprised of the fact 
that they contained specie. The 
cars were detained at Kuangeheng- 
tae under the close guard of Japan- 
ese soldiers, and in the afternoon 
vf the 18th instant some 300 
Sapanese soldiers were placed on a 
Pussian locomotive with a Russian 
driver who was compelled fo drive 
the cars into the 8. M. R. Station 
at Changchun where they now are 
awaiting despatch to some other 
destination. 

This incident has created no little 
discussion and excitement in Chang- 
chun and Kwangchengtze, especially 
in the latter place where the Rus- 
sian Railway guards have been 
dismissed and the station is 
virtually in the hands of the 
Japanese military police. 





PARIS LETTER 





Chamber Wranglings 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Paris, Jan. 9%. 


It seems difficult to realize that 
M. Clemenceau’s hand is no longer 
ccntrolling the administration. 
Only a few days have elapsed since 
his Cabinet retired, in accordance 
with the established custom when 
a new President of the Republic 
is elected, and M. Clemenceau him- 
self took his seat for the last time 
in his War Office motor-car and 
was driven to his home in the Rue 
Franklin. The removal of his 
dominating personality was im- 
mediately celebrated by the Cham- 
Ler of Deputies after the manner 
of a class of schoolboys putting a 
new master’s temper to-the test. 

As soon as M. Millerand and 
his colleagues of the new Cabinet 
made their appearance in the 
Chamber, personal questions were 
raised in quite the bad old style. 
M. Léon Daudet, the Royalist who 
denounced the doings of Almereyda, 
Malvy ct hoc genus amne, deliver: 
ed_a violent attack on one of M. 
Millerand’s principal collaborators, 
M. Steeg, the Minister of the In- 
terior. M. Daudet repeated asser- 
tions which he had made the day 
before in his paper, the ‘“ Action 
Frangaise,” to the effect that M. 
Steeg was a friend and accomplice 
of Malvy, and that he was the 
guardian of an illegitimate child of 
Malvy by a woman whose name M. 
Daudet gave and whom he de- 
scribed as a spy. 

‘M. Steeg was not present when 
this speech was made. When he 
arrived at the Chamber and was 
told what had been said, he en- 
tered the tribune and gave a gen- 
eral denial of M. Daudet’s asser- 
tions, without entering into details. 








Reever to Government. 


In the end, the Government 
obtained a majority of about 250 
on a vote of confidence, but as 
more than this number of members 
abstained from voting, the result 
was a distinct rebuff to M. Miller- 
and. The general expectation is 
that he will be left in office until 
M. Deschanel has replaced M. 
Poincaré at the Elysée, and that 
he will then be turned out. 

Another objection raised against 
his Ministry is that he appointed 
a i Ogier, to be 
Liberated Dis- 
tricts. One of the leading members 
for this part of the country said 
that its inhabitants had had quite 
enough of officials and would not 
be satisfied until their interests 
were entrusted to some practical 
man who knew their needs and 
would make more haste to satisiy 
them than all the Government de- 
partments have succeeded in doing 
in the last fourteen months. 


Experts . UNPOPULAR. 

XM, Millerand’s manner of making 
a Ministry was evidently unfortun- 
ate in regard to at least one port- 
folio, and it was original in 
respect of two others. He made a 
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financial expert Minister of Finance, 
and he placed Agriculture in the 
hands of an agricultural expert! 
He also selected, as Under-Secre-| 
tary for Finance, a deputy, M. 
Brousse, who for years has made 
@ speciality of scrutinizing the 
Budget and exposing official mud- 
dling and extravagance. 

It would have been quite interest- 
ing to see how M. Brousse set to 
work to prevent what he had so 
often criticized in others. To the 
uninitiated, M. Millerand, in mak- 
ing these ‘three selections, would 
appear to have done his best to 
render practical service to the 
country. In France, however, ex- 
periments of this kind rarely’ suc- 
ceed. The business of a Govern- 
ment is to induce Parliament to 
adopt its measures, and, however 
completely a Minister in charge 
of a Bill may be master of his 
subject, he cannot succeed unless 
he is also skilled in debate and 
able to make convincing replies to 
the criticisms and objections that 
are fired at him from all sides. 
A combination of technical and 
Parliamentary skill is very rare in- 
deed, and, in fact, the two qualities 
might almost be said to be an- 
agonistic, because the expert, 
finding himself unable to convince 
an assembly of men who know very 
much less than himself about the 
subject and are visibly swayed by 
electoral considerations, is apt to 
abandon the struggle in disgust 
and return to his own sphere. As 
the very word implies, Parliament! 
is a place for those who can speak. 


‘Tus Cartoosists Eprrapn. 
M, Clemencean’s departure from 
public life would not have’ been 
complete without its record in a 
oulevard cartoon. ‘There is a 
cheap tailor at the corner of the 
Rue de Richelieu who for many 
years has advertised his premises 
by displaying large coloured draw- 
ings dealing with subjects of the 
day, and he has now produced one 
in which M, Clemenceau is shown 
clad like a Vendéen peasant, with 
Jarge wooden sabots, driving a 
plough. On the wall of a farm- 
house close by is stretched the 
Tiger’s skin, laid by for ever. 








The text is ‘Cincinnatus, at 
ast!” 
A RECORD OF EXCHANGE. 





A Complete Record of Bar Silver 
and Exchange Quotations for the 
Jast 28 years. 


“This little book will be found 
very useful by merchants and by 
everyone interested in the trade of 
Chita, and particularly by bankers, 
who will find information here at a 
glance, ete.”—From Preface by Mr. 
4, G, Stephen. 





86 pages. Mex. $2.00 





North-China Daily News Office 
Kelly & Waish, Ltd. 
Brewer & Co. 





‘Qhinese-American Publishing Co. 


THE REBUILDING 
OF LONDON 





Ducal Homes as Hotels 
From Our London Correspondent, 


If tho Ministry of Health, which 
regulazes the housing of the coun- 
try, would only permit it, London 
would undergo a rapid transforma 
tion in respect of building changes, 
but everything except the con- 
struction of houses ior residence 
is regarded as a “luxury,” and 
therefore temporarily _ prohibited. 
Otherwise, you would have every- 
body building theatres, _ hotels, 
stores, business offices, cinemas and 
garages. Even as it is, gigantic 
schemes are contemplated. The 
Duke of Devonshire has sold 
Devonshire House in Piccadilly 
for £750,000 to a small syndicate, 
which intends to erect a hotel with 
2,000 beds, half the capital being 
American and half English. Sir 
Marcus Samuel is the chief mover 
among the British, and they are 
working with an American group 
ich sent over a representative 
with a quarter of a million ster- 
ing, to find some outlet for its 
activities. He has been hustled 
back to the States. and given four 
days to find the rest of the two mil- 
lions, which would be exactly half 
the cost of the purchase of the 
land and the erection of the build- 
ing. 





New Srneer To THe Matt, 

In connexion with this under- 
taking, Berkeley Street is to 
widened, though Lansdowne House 
is still in the way. It seems to be 
pretty certain, however, that 
Lansdowne House is doomed to 
disappear also. 

Opposite the end of Berkeley 
Street it is now suggested by 
advisers to the Ministry of Trans- 
port that a broad road should 
run from the Mall to Piccadilly to 
relieve the crush at the corner of 
St. James’s Street There is a 
broad pathway there now. but the 
suggested innovation will cause a 
good deal of opposition. 

Theso traffic improvers are tak- 
ing in hand the statues in the 
streets, and they hava suggested 
the removal of King Charles I ai 
the ton of Whitehall, but’ I fancy 
he «will remain there for some time 
to come. 


‘THeatRes aNp CiNEMAS. 

The big American syndicate 
which has taken the vacant space 
aij Aldwych is getting to work on 
the erection of buildings which 
will have to be of a gigantic na- 
to give any return on the 
capital. Theatre sites, despite 
the building difficulties, are still in 
d. and there is always 
a possibility that in the next few 
years two or three of these struc: 
‘sures will appear in Long Acre. 
Asa cinema, the London Opera 
but then 












such is 
that nothing fails. Theatre ex- 
do not think it can last. but 
admit there has been nothing 
like it on record for many years. 
Some of the best actors cannot 





the | ment made by 


| return to London as there is no 
theatre for them to appear at. 

Cinemas are still springing up 
everywhere though they are nob 
allowed to displace houses. They 
all seem to pay, though it is rather 
a “come down” for the Alhambra, 
which failed badly with the recent 
revue “Eastward Ho,” to be re- 
duced to giving “Daddy Long 
Legs.” The Alhambra, however, 
seems ‘to have fallen on evil times, 
and one cannot understand why. 
There is no caso of any other hall 
of its nature doing badly. Cinema 
proprietors, however, are nowadays 
obliged to give a good deal more 
for their money. The entertain- 
ment often used to last 45 minutes 
only to an_ hour, but about a 
minimum of two hours is now ex- 
pected and even more. 

Tn innumerable shops the fronta 
are being pulled out and rebuilt 
on up-to-date lines. The old idea 
of exclusive establishments with a 
‘wealthy clientéle which did not 
mind obscurity in a back street is 
passing away. Every vendor of 
goods now shouts his loudest. 





Saavtrox and typhus are report- 
ed to have broken out on the str. 
‘Antilochus now in Hongkong har- 
bour. She has on board Servian, 
Croat and Slovene troops, together 
with their families. An appeal has 
gone out to the American Red 
Cross Chapter to appoint a Com- 
mittee to work for the relief of the 
sufferers. 

Niverszy years ago, says “Tho 
London and China Express,” Sir 
Ernest Birch purchased from a 
native woman in Borneo a black 
bag containing pearls, none of 
which wero larger than a pin’s 
head. Now, according to a state- 
Lady Birch, the 
pearls have grown to such a size 
that it has been found possible to 
make them into a two-string 
necklet of 250 small pearls, a 
miniature framed in alternate dia- 
monds and pearls, a gold chain 
set with rubies and pearls of good 
size. and last, but most interesting, 
a heaped-up pile of pearls ranging 
from the tiniest. baby pearls to 
others fully equat in size and 
colour to those in the necklet are 
still left. One explanation of the 
phenomemon is that at the. time 
the pearls were purchased there 
was a quantity of rice in the bag 
upon which the pearls thrived.” 
This theory has now been proved, 
as a careful examination of a small 
quantity of rice placed in tho bag 
in 1913 shows that each grain is 
pecked. Experts are at a loss to 
account for this unusual occurrence. 
They still deny the possibility of 
pearls growing and multiplying 
whilst “in captivity,” several 
residents and ex-residents of the Far 





East have now come forward 
with statements describing the 
growth of pearls in their posses- 


sion. This evidence sccms, thero- 
fore, to prove that pearls do 
actually increase after leaving the 
oyster shell. both in size and num- 
ber. and that the growth is nott 
such an uncommon occurrence as 
Iwas at first believed. 
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SCOTTISH LETTER 





Admiral McClure of the 
Chinese Navy 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Edinburgh, Jan. 21. 

The death is announced of Ad- 
miral John McClure, late of the 
Imperial Chinese Navy, who passed 
away at his residence, Seaview, | {> 
Garlieston, Wigtonshire, on Jan- 
nary 16, after a long illness. 

‘The Admiral’s career forms one 
of the most interesting chapters in 
the history of the stirring events 
which occurred during the war be- 
tween China and Japan. The son 
of John and Margaret} McClure, 
both Wigtonshire people, the future 
Chinese Admiral was born in 
Kirkcudbright on November 13, 
1837. After his early education at 
Sorbie, he went to sea, rising at 
the age of % to be chief officer. 
He afterwards entered the service 
of Jardine, Matheson & Co., with 
whom he remained for 14 years. 
Later he joined the Taku Tug and 
Lighter Company as outside man- 
ager. 

‘At the beginning of the war be- 
tween China and Japan in 189 
he was appointed captain of a 
Chinese despatch boat, the Peiho, 
in this capacity carrying despatches 
to Port Arthur, Chemulpo, and 
other ports, and performing valu. 
able work in scouting. He served 
under Admiral Ting, for whom he 
had a great admiration, and who 
afterwards met a melancholy fate. 

After the decisive defeat of the 
Chinese squadron at the mouth of 
the Yalu river, Captain McClure, 
as he then was, was appointed In- 
spector General of the fleet by Li 
‘Hung-chang and raised to the rank 
of Admiral. It was with the 
remnant of a powerful fleet that 
Admiral McClure made a last brave 
stand at Weihaiwei, defending the 
port for three months. 


‘The final operations took place 
in February, 1895, his flagship, the 
Tingyuen, being lost in a torpedo 
attack by the Japanese. Three 
torpedoes were discharged, and the 
Admiral, who had bravely fought 
his vessel to the last, ran her 
ashore, and fought her as a fort, 
blowing the vessel up rather than 
surrender when capitulation became 
imminent. Admiral McClure and 

is seven British gunners were re- 
leased by the Japanese on parole. 
He was the recipient of the 
highest honours from the Chinese 
Government, being created a man- 
darin of the highest class. 


Dr. Caristig on Cutna’s Furure 


Dr. Dugald Christie, Principal of 
Mukden Medical College, Man- 
churia, says he has no feat of the 
yellow peril so long as we treat 

China according to the principles 
of British justice and fair play. If, 
however, China were driven into 
the hands of Japan, the yellow peril 
might become real. Japan was not, 
a help, but a serious. hindrance to 
China, and never had the British a 
greater opportunity. America re- 
cognized the importance of the pre- 
sent opportunity. A strong China 





made for peace ; a weak China was 
a menace to peace. China, as she 
was now, was in danger of going 
along wrong paths which might 
bring disaster not only on herself 
but on the world. 


Manzraces 

At Christ Church (Episcopal), 
Falkirk, on January 14, by the 
Rev. J. Murray Ballard, Captain 
Henry Simpson, Indo-China Steam 
Navigation Co., Dunmaglass, Nairn, 

usannah Rumbold, ’ second 
agtiee of Mr. and Mrs. G. R. 
Stewart, Riga, Albert Road, 
Falkirk. 

At 2 Havelock Terrace, Ibrox, 
Glasgow, on January 15, by the 
Rev. R.’ W. Forbes, Paisley Road 
U. 'F.” Church, Robert Russell 
WKendrick, Shanghai, to Marion 
Brown, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John APCartney, 2 Havelock Ter- 
race, Ibron. 

At Queen’s Rooms, Crosshill, 
Glesgow, on January "15, by the 
Rev. William MacAlpine, Samuel 
Marks, Shanghai, to Catherine 
Macdonald, fourth’ daughter of the 
late James Kilpatrick, Glasgow, 
and Mrs. Kilpatrick, Edzholm, In: 
verkip, Renfrewshire. 

On January 8, Masataka Takel- 
suri, of Japan, to Jessie Roberts, 
eldest daughter of the late Dr. S. 
Campbell Cowan, and Mrs. Cowan, 
Middlecroft, Kirkintilloch. 


Success ror Aserpees Scutrtor. 

The Victory Medal will be cast 
from a design by Mr. Wm. 
McMillan, Chelsea, sculptor, who 
was also successful in the competi- 
tion for the design of the British 
War Medal. Mr. McMillan is the 
son of an engine-driver in Aber- 
deen, and gained a bursary which 
enabled him to complete in London 
and Italy his education as a sculp- 
tor. 


Lorp Kitmarnocr’s Guost Story. 


‘The arrival in Berlin of the first 
official British representative since 
1914 recalls the fact that the new 
Ambassador, Lord Kilmarnock, 
made a remarkable excursion into 
the world of literature. In 1903 
he published his solitary novel, 
“Ferelith,” a weirdly sensational 
story, whose sotting in an ancient 
baronial castle in the wildest part 
of the Highlands may well have 
been based on personal reminis- 
cences, stirred by the imaginative 
touch which comes so commonly 
ith the Celtic temperament. 
Ferelith,” which was published 
without, preface, introduces a child 
born of an earthly mother and a 
ghostly father. The child of this 
extraordinary union is part ghost 
and part human, and the closing 
chapters of the book vividly describe 
a fight between the mother, who 
has died, and the ghostly father 
for the possession of the child. 








Osrrvary- 

The death is announced at 54 
Gibson Street, Hillhead, Glasgow, 
on January 17, of Agnes Hunter, 
sister of the late William Barclay, 
of Hongkong and Shanghai, niece 
of tho late Miss Shearer and the 
Misses Broom, of Millport, last of 
the Shearer-Barclay family: 


The Paisley Election 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Edinburgh, Jan. 28, 

“ Keep your eye on Paisley” ia 
the hardest worked phrase of the 
day. Disracli was its first begetter 5 
ever since it has been kept alive 
as a piece of local chaff; and now 
it is proving as useful to second- 
hand wits as ever it was 60 years 
ago. But at the moment it ia 
peculiarly appropriate. The eyes 
of the whole country are certainly 
fixed on Paisley; and on the ro- 
sults of the struggle taking place 
within its bounds, to a very large 
extent there depends the future 
of one of our two great historic 
parties. 

Mr. Asquith has just opened the 
campaign, and .we have no doubt 
that in the friendly and exhilarat- 
ing atmosphere with which he was 
surrounded by his own supporters 
his first glimpse of “the dark and 
difficult adventure” were some- 
what more encouraging than tke 
distant view taken at Cambridge 
suggested they would be. We has 
come, like the pious Aeneas, bear- 
ing the fortunes of his party—the 
penates of fallen Troy—on the 
quest for his Latium. Whether ho 
finds it in Paisley or not, the truth 
of the saying that adventures are 
to the adventurous will be once 
more vindicated. 


A Crry or Ports, 

We in Scotland, somehow, can- 
not help seeing a sense of whimsi- 
cal humour in the idea that Paisley 
should have a deciding voice, ever 
for a brief moment, upon the 
policy of the nation, “ Thread- 
town” is identified in our minds. 
with shawls and sewing cotton, 
and the name of it at once calls 
up a famous story with many 
variants, but all with one point, 
that every Paisley _“ buddy * 
carries a corkscrew in his pocket. 

Above all, Paisley is identified 
with its poets—the poets of the 
burgh are reputed to be the whole 
adult population. And we cannot. 
help smiling at the spectacle 
community of singing birds, writing 
odes upon the political situation 
and dredging their souls for rhymes 
to “Coalition” and“ Lloyd 
George.”” No gallant Paisley poet 
would meanly stick these awkward: 
words at tho beginning of his lines 
in order to evade the difficulty of” 
fitting them with rhyming partners. 
You may remember the mathema- 
tician, when told that the word 
“month” had no rhyme in the 
English language, instantly obliged’ 
with— 





He spent his davs for many a month 
Raising binomials to the plus onth. 


With this spirited example be- 
fore them the poets of Paisley may 
be trusted to carry on. 


One is tempted to prophesy about 
the election, to back ones own 
fancy; but the risks are too great. 
In all probability the result of the: 
election will reach you before the 
prophecy. One is much safer to 

“keep your eye on Paisley,’ 
fd add the Asquithian wisdom of 





“ ‘vale and see.” 
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A Burys Syurrsox. 


One of the most interesting of 
the Burns celebrations was the 
dinner at which Sir James Crichton 
Browne, on behalf of Sir James 
Dewar, presented to the Dumfries 
Burns’ Club the silver snuff-box 
which was given to the poet by 
Lord Glencairn on his birthday in 
‘1787. 


Tho retrieving of the snuff-box 
makes quite a little story. In 
1894, Sir James Dewar, the dis- 
tinguished scientist, casually visit- 
ed Christie's show-room in London, 
and among other silver articles 
and coins noticed this box. On 
examining it he discovered that it 
had a double bottom, and on re- 
moving an outer cover saw an in- 
scription in Burns’ own  hand- 
writing. Sir James returned to the 
sale-room next day and secured 
the box at a very high price. His 
competitor was a man on the 
opposite side of the room whose 
persistence led the successful bid- 
‘der to walk over to him and re- 
mark, “T suppose you are a Burns 
worshipper like me, and are sorry 
to have missed the box?” The 
man replied, ‘“ Burns? 





with Burns. 
on behalf of a Scottish nobleman 
who very much wants the rare 
Carolus coin let into the lid of the 
Dox to add to his collection!” 

This coin, which is generally 
Ymow to collectors as the “Oxford 
Crown,” makes the snuff-box very 
valuable apart from its Burns as- 
sociations as there are only eleven 
epecimens of it known to exist. 
‘They are ull in fine condition, and 
it is probable they were never put 
into circulation, ‘The coin is there- 
fore a pattern. 

Two Scorris R-A.’S- 

Two Scottish painters have been 
elected Royal Academicians—Mr. 
George Henry, A-R.A., and Mr, D. 
Y. Cameron, A.n.a.,, Mr. Henry, 
who has been for some time re- 
sident in London, was in earlier 
years a leader of what was known 
as the “Glasgow School,” and 
although he has taken new lines 
in art, his work is still marked by 
strong individuality. Mr. Henry 
hhas travelled extensively in Asia, 
and with Mr. C. A. Hormel, another 
Jeader of the Glasgow School, he 
made an 18 months’ sojourn in 
Japan—beginning in 1803—from 
which many striking studies and 
pictures resulted. 

‘A capital after-dinner speaker, 
‘Mr, Henry has told in some of the 
artistio gatherings how in his early 
days he worked as a designer in 
lack and white, and how he did 
700 drawings, “all of _ kitchen 
ranges,” for an American firm, and 
“Cit nearly broke him up.” 

Mr. D. ¥. Cameron is also a well- 
known Glasgow artist, whose works 
have been purchased for many of 
the public galleries of Europe. Of 
late he has reached a wider public 
by his paintings and etchings of 
war subjects. 

Messrs, Charles Connell & Co., 
Scotstoun, on the Clyde, have 
launched | the double _ reduction 
goared turbine steamer Mangalore, 





I didn’t’ 
now the box had anything to do} 
I have been bidding} 





of 9,800 tons gross, for the Anchor- 
Brocklebank Line, for their Eastern 
nade. 


Tue New Wuisxy a Sare Drinx- 


A movement is on foot to mal 
whisky “safe for the democracy” 
—and equally safe, it may be pre- 
sumed, for the aristocracy. It is 
desired to revolutionize the present: 
methods of sale, and to favour a 
marketable aleoholie beverage that 
as whisky plain, or as whisky and 
soda, will be sold ready for con- 
sumption, 
sherry, champagne and other wines 
are sold. 

The intention is to eliminate any 
necessity on the part of the con- 
sumer to add to his drink either 
water or soda. It will be already 
added for him. We shall have still 
(or “silent ”) whisky, And we shall 
have aerated whisky. Permission 
to sell spirits, retail, in any other 
form will not be granted. The 
price all round will be cheaper, 
although the value may not be any 
better than at present. There will 
be a standard of strength. All will 
know the strength of what they 
purchase ; it will be marked on a 
label; there will be no whisky of 
even the present potency. 

‘The question of by-products is! 
pot without effect in its relation 
t» the new idea, Without going 
into scigntific details it may be put 
breadly thus. A much diluted 
isky has to be very pure, other- 
wise it loses what experts describe 
as its tone and colour. Some of 
tho cruder whiskies become “ par- 
tially opaque ”—possibly in some- 
at the sam2 manner as those 
who drink thefn do. The fuse oil 
is the trouble. The custom at one 
time was to let the fusel oil evapor- 
ate while the spirit was coming to 
maturity in the cellar. Now it is 
possible to extract the fusel oil 
scientifically, and it is largely used 
ac a basis in certain chemical 
flavouring essences. This sounds 
rather alarming. We are not sure 














just as claret, hock,! 


that it would not be better to 
allow it to evaporate. Seemingly, 
however, it is more profitable to 
the producer to sell it, and certain- 
jy the absence of fusel oil from 
whisky is to the advantage of those 
t> whom the “ ardent” is the only 
flavouring essence in which they 
take any real interest. 

Before the war it was illegal to 
sell whisky weaker than 25 under 
proof. One result of this is that a 
greater amount of whisky is being 
drunk neat, and to that fact is 
attributed the recent revival in 
drunkenness. We are, on the 
whole, a more sober race than we 
were, and- Lord d’Abernon’s opin- 
ion is that by further dilution any 
tendencies towards insobriety will 
be checked effectively. 


Scorrisn Lecrvrer ror HoncKona. 


Mr. R. Robertson, w.4., Dunferm- 
line, has been appointed Lecturer 
in Political Science at the Univer- 
sity of Hongkong. He gained a 
first-class certificate of merit at 
the University of Edinburgh for his 
work in Political Science, and in 
1914 graduated with first-class hon- 
ours in Classics. 


1 





_Mr. Frank A, Vanderlip, Presi- 
Gent of the National City Bank of 
New York ; Judge Elbert H. Gary, 
chairman of the United States Steel. 
Corporation; Mr. Darwin P. 
Kingsley, President of the New York 
Life Insurance Company, and Mr. 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., are some 
of the prominent American _busi- 
ness men in a party which is ex- 
pected to reach Japan in April, says 
the “Japan Advertiser.” The ‘party 
will include influential men fromy 
all parts of the United States and 
will be representative of practically 
every big interest. ‘The journey is 
being made in the interests of better 
understanding between the business 
men of the United States and those 
of Japan, and is expected to be at- 
tended by significant results, 
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SHANGHAI NEWS 


THE VICTORY MEDA! 


British Design Adopted 


Tho Secretary of the War Office 
announces that a design of the 
Victory Medal—identical in its maia 
features with that to be issued by 
the other Allied and Associated 
Powers for service in theatres of 
war, but different in its specific 
treatment of the subject—has been 
selected by a Committee consisting 
of representatives of the Royal 
Academy, the Royal Society of Br: 
tish Sculptors, the British Museum, 
the National ‘Gallery, the Victorix 
and Albert Museum, and the Royal 





Tho approved design was _sub- 
mitted by Mr. William McMillan, 
No. 14a Cheyne Row, Chelsea. who 
was also the successful artist in 
the competition for tho design of 
tho British War Medal, as was 
announced in May last. 

On the obverse of the medal 
there is a winged figure of Victory, 
full length and full face, and on the 
reverse the words “The Great War 
for. Civilisation.” 

‘ovided the claims are approve 
by the competent military authori 
ties, the medal will be granted to 
all officers, warrant officers, non- 
commissioned officers and men of 
the British, Dominion, Colonial 
and Indian Forces. members of wo’ 
men formations who have been 
enrolled under a direct contrast 
Of sei rico for sorvios with hi 
Majesty's Imperial Forces, civil 
medical practitioners, nursing sis- 
ters, nurses, and others employed 
with military hospitals who actuall ; 
Served on the establishment of 2 
unit in a theatre of war. : 





———_—— 


In is reported that the business 
of smuggling rice on board vessels 
bound for the south is flourishing 
on: the Pootung side. The rice is 
left in the charge of coolies, who 
smuggle it on board when Customs’ 
cheers: bare departed, and receive 

ents for each package si 
fully disposed of in this way, 


_ Aw interesting deal in land hi 

just been completed. Messrs. A. Re 
Burkill & Sons have sold to the 
Sino-American Bank tho plot of 
ground in Nanking Road at present 
occupied by the premises of Messrs. 
Denniston and Sullivan and Hung 
Chong, the area being 2 mow, 3 fun, 
7 li; 6 haou, and the purchase price 
Tis. 205,000. ‘The land belonged to 
the Anglo-French Land Investment 

0. 





A balance of $10,715 remaining 
from the Hongkong Peace Celebra- 
tion Fund—which totalled $70,460 
<has been paid into the War 
Memorial Account. It has been 
decided that the memorial shall 
take lthe form of “a simple and 
dignified cenotaph ;” also a Chinese 
pilau, or triumphal arch. to be 
erceted on a site chosen by the 
Chineso community. 


RENEE 
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IN MEMORIAM 
S. F. C. Men Who Fell 


The memorial in honour of mem- 


bers of the Shanghai Football th: 


Club who fell during the war was 
unveiled by Mr, E. C. Pearce, the 
club’s Vice-President, on Saturday 
immediately after the match be- 
tween the 8.F.C. and S.R-C. The 
ceremony was to have been per- 
formed by Sir Everard Fraser; but 
he was unfortunately prevented 
from being present owing to an 
attack of influenza, and Mr. 
Pearce, at the last moment, very 
kindly consented to take his place. 

Besides the members of the club 
there were quite a large number of 
guests present to witness this 
solemn cermony- 

Mr. Pearce in addressing the 
company, prior to unveiling the 
tablet said. in part:—‘In the re- 
grettable absence of the British 
Consul-General, Sir Everard 
Fraser, your President. due to 
sickness. it has fallen to my lot 
as vour Vice-President to unveil a 
tablet to the memory of 16 gallant 
gentlemen of your club who sallied 
forth on the great adventure and 
who made the supreme _ sacrifice 


honour, and to these as well as 
ose «Whose memory we com- 
memorate to-day, all honour and 
glory are due. 

“This tablet will remain as an 
everlasting memorial to these brave 
men and will serve as a futuro in- 
dication of the very high spirit, 
principles of right and lofty 
patriotism inculeated on these 
fields of sport, proving to future 
generations the willingness on their 
part to sacrifice ther lives for 
that which is right. To these 
honourable gentlemen we bow our 
heads in deepest admiration. 

“From every corner of the world 
where the British name is honour- 
our young men went forth to 
fight the fight. Shanghai was rot 
backward, and from this club alone 
no fewer than G4 members went to 
do their bit 

“To the 16 members who made 
the supreme sacrifice we place their 
names in lasting memory among 
those ‘whose name liveth for ever- 
more.’ ” 

Mr. Pearce then unveiled the 
tablet—which is of mahogany, bear- 





for their King and Country.)ing the inscription “Dulce et 
Sixty-four members of this club| decorum est pro patria. mori” and 
went forth into the field of|read over the names inscribed as 
follows :— 
Name. Regiment. Where Killed Date, 
@ A. Benn, 10th Royal Fusiliors. Franoa. 15/7/16. 
E. J. Brown. Royal Flying Corps. 17/8/17. 
GT. V. Busey. 10th South Staffords. Dardanelles, 4/1/16. 
A A. Drew. Cameron Highlanders. Trance, 28/3/15. 
‘ALN. Daffy. 10th North Staffords. Brence. 17/11/16. 
© E, Dunstan. Royal Field Arty. Franos, 9/11/18. 
E J. Hayward 2nd Royal Fusiliers. Dardanelles. 
S Honman. Royal Engineers. ‘ance. 10/8/15. 
F, 0. Hope. Drowned at sea through 
submarine action. 
L. E. P. Jones. 1th Yorks Regiment France. 3/7/15. 
P. Lambe. 9th East Kents. Francs, _ 7/11/15. 
C. B. Miller, Royal Flying Corps. May 1917. 
HL. B. Molloy. Ox. & Bucks, Reg. France, 28/8/17. 
JG. Porter. Heavy Machine Guns, France. 14/6/17. 
© HL. Symons. 5th Royal Fusiliers, France. 
E. 0, 88th Machine Guns. , Died of wounds in 
1/9/16. 


France, 





ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL 





A Tremendous Year’s Work 


During the year 1918-19 no fewer 
than 2,434 in-patients, of whom 454 
received free attention, were care 
for by St- Luke’s Hospital, while 
out-patients totalled 69,401, includ- 
ing those who only made a demand 
‘on the dispensary. Interesting as 
these figures are, they naturally 
fail to give any complete idea of 
the immense work necessitated by 
theso patients, and the annual re- 
port, from which these figures are 
taken, modestly hides the engross- 
ing story of the hospital’s year in 
a mass of figures. These people 
‘who were treated came for the most) 
part from Shanghai, but many 
had their residences in such places’ 
as Canton, Shantung, Tientsin, 
Amoy, Chékiang, etc., showing the 
growing renown of the hospital 
and ‘the work it does; there were 
bankers and coolies, boatmen and 





beggars, landowners and laundry 
men, masons, millers and monks 
and a hundred other professions 





and trades amongst thoso who re- 
ceived benefit. Tho report contains 
a list of contributors to the hospitat 
funds whose gifts amounted in all 
to $5,466.20 out of a total income 
of $61,142.12 from which sum there 
lis a balance of $3,654.71 to be car- 
[ried into the succeeding year, an 
jincrease of $640.96 as compared 
with the year 1917-18. 

‘The foregoing figures bear out 
the statement in ithe report that 
“although we have been kept busy 
this year, the work has been one of 
a steady development and _ exten- 
sion, with, we feel, a steady _im- 
provement in nearly all diree~ 
tions.” Tho report goes on to em 
phasize the fact that the cramped 
space at the disposal of tho hospit- 
al anthorities seems to havo 
reached the limits of its ability to 
accommodate any further improve 
ments or more workers, and unless 
they are soon able to obtain more. 
room they would come to a stand~ 
still. The receipt of a motor am- 
bulance from the Shanghai Recrea- 
tion Club, and the installation of 
an X-ray plant have proved of 
great benefis to the hospital. 
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OBITUARY 


Mr. John D. Hutchison 


We regret to announce the death, 
which took place at the Victoria 
Nursing Home on Monday, of Mr. 
John D. Hutchison. Mr. Hutchison 
contracted pneumonia four weeks 
ago, and passed away at six o'clock 
in the evening. 


The deceased, who was born in 
London in 1885, had been in the Fur 
East for over 40 years. He first 
came to Hongkong in 1877, joining 
the firm of Messrs. Robert Walker 
& Co. Within a very short time he 
took over this business, which since 
then has’ been known as John D. 
Hutchison & Co. 


_ Mr, Hutchison came to Shanghai 
in 1900, when he established — the 
Shanghai business, and he had been 
associated with the port ever since. 
For the past nine years he had 
been in continous residence here. 
and was well known and highly re 
spected in the community. 


The body of the late Mr. John 
Duflon Hutchison was laid to rest 
at the Bubbling Well Cemetery 
Wednesday. A service was held in 
the chapel, the Rev, John Darroch, 
Litt.p., officiating. The — chief 
mourners were members of the de 
ceased’s own fami 


Messrs, A. H, Hutchison, J. C. 
Hutchison, D. C. Hutchison, T. E. 
Mitchell. H. C. Pope and ’ Major 
K. M. Bonrne acted as pallbearers 
and @ large number of wreaths 
were sent. 














The Late Mr. C. A. Lemon 


‘The funeral took place on Tuesday, 
of Mr. C. A. Lemon who died on 
Monday. The deceased, who was a 
hative of Melbourne, was for many 
years associated with the firm of 
‘Messrs. Yuille & Co. of Australia 
prior to coming to the East which 
he did about 10 years ago, starting 
business on his own account. The 
outbreak of the war resolved him 
to relinquish his business and to 
accept the position of manager of 
Messrs. Lavers and Clark’s Wei- 
haiwei branch. He remained there 
for three years, thereafter becom- 
ing associated with Messrs An- 
drews and George in the capacity 
of assistant manager, which post he 
retained until his.death. A shrewd 
and capable business man he was 
held in high esteem by all with 
whom he came in contact, and 
many friends in Australia and the 
East will mourn his loss. The 
deepest sympathy is extended 
to Mrs. Lemon in her sad bereave- 
ment. 


Dr, John Darroch conducted the 
service at the Bubbling Well Ceme- 
tery. The pall-bearers were 
Messrs, F. Franklin, L. T. Tetley, 
J. Neil, T. Mitchell, T. H. Harris 
and W. J. Grey. 


Floral offerings were sent by 
numerous friends and relatives and 
the Chinese staff of Andrews and 
George. 


Funeral of Mrs. Wiley 


Amid evidence of the utmost 
sorrow and sympathy the funeral 
took place on Tuesday of Mrs, W. 
Wiley whoso sad death took place 
on Monday night- A large number 
of friends attended or sent 
wreaths to Bubbling Well Ceme- 
tery where: the servioo was con- 
ducted by the Rev. C. J. F. 
Symons. The chief mourner wes 
the deceased lady’s husband. 

Wreaths were sent in by @ very 
great number of friends. 





Mr. W. D. Little 


It is with deep regret that we 
announce the receipt of a cable by 
Messrs, William Little & Co. on 
Wednesday, anncuncing the death 
in England of Mr. W. D. Little, 
senior partner in tho above firm. 
‘The deceased, who was a son of the 
late Mr. John Little, of England, 
came to Shanghai over 40 years ago 
and eventually became head of the 
firm of Westall, Little & Co. pre- 
decessors of the present company. 
The first time he visited England 
was after 25 years in the East, 
when he took his first home leave, 
and in 1910 he went back home 
though maintaining his position in 
the firm, He was about 64 years 
of age and unmarried, his nearest 
relatives at home being a brother 
and sister. 

‘Mr. Little, who was a well known 


land popular member of the com: 


munity, was a member of most of 
the clubs thep existing in Shang- 
hai, was a keen volunteer, 2 good 
rife shot and up-country ian. 
His association with the 8. V. C. 
extended over many years during 
the course of which he rose to the 


rank of major. 








M. Jouhaux has been elected 
secretary-general of the French 
seneral Confederation _of Labour, 
MAM. Dumoulin, Lapierre, an 
Laurent assistant secretaries, and 
tho whole of the former bureau 
was re-elected. 





‘A launch which left Shanghai a 
few days ago with up-river passen- 
gers was boarded by brigands near 
Nanwhang. After threatening the 
passengers and firing a couple 
of blank rounds, they stripped the 
boat of. everything valuable, show- 
ing a particular fondness for fur. 
lined silk clothing, and mado off 
at leisure, firing a few harmless) 
skots on their departure. 












Teueorspntc communication has 
been restored vid Kiachta with 
Siberian and Russia _ between 
Verkne-Udinsk, east of Lake 
Baikal and an approximate line 
Archangel. Potrograd, Whitebsk, 
Kieff, Ekaterinoslaw, Novotcher- 





katsk and Astrachan. The traffic 
beyond Omsk is, however, subject, 
to heavy delay. Until further 
notice, the Russian authorities 
admit only Government and Press 
telegrams. The consular telegrams. 
may, however. as a temporary 
measure, contain information to or 
from non-Russians under guarantee 
of the consul concerned. tele- 
grams are accepted at the sender’s 





risk only. 


LADY’S TRAGIC DEATH 
IN A BATHROOM 


The death occurred in distress- 
ing circumstances on Sunday 
night of Mrs. Wiley, wife of Mr. 
Wiley, of Messrs. Dickinson & Co, 
the exact cause of whose death is 
at present under investigation- 

It appears that the unfortunate 
lady went to take a bath at 11 
p-m. in a bath which was supplied 
with hot water from a geyser, her 
husband being in the house at the 
time. 

Mr. Wiley, not seeing his wifo 
for rather longer than ex: 
pected and hearing no noiso from 
the bathroom went to the door and 
obtaining no response to his calls 
burst the door open and found his 
wife dead in the bath, which was 
fall to overflowing with scalding 
hot water. His wife was submerg- 
ed up to her noso and was ap- 
parently dead. Mr. Wiley im- 
Inediately pulled his wife out of 
the bath, suffering severe scalds- in 
doing so, but she was found to be 
quite dead. 

Tt would appear that the un- 
fortunate lady left the hot water 
from the geyser flowing and faint- 
ed or was overcome by the heat, 
though ‘the exact manner of her 
death is ab present the subject of 
inauil 

Mrs. 








Wiley wos only recently 
married and great sympathy will 
be extonded to her husband in her 
untimely an@ tragic death. 


———— 
— 


A CHINESE TRAGEDY 


‘A tragedy in the French Conces- 
sion was brought to light on Tues- 
Gay morning when. the discoyery 
was madd of the dead body of a 
Chinese woman. The scene of 
the tragedy was in a - field 
in the "neighbourhood of Route 
Ghisi, somewbat over half a mile to 
to the north of the French Sic- 
cawei Road, and here in a pool of 
blood the woman’s body was found 
about eight o’clock. in the morning 
by some country people. 

‘M. Xavier, chief of the French 
criminal investigation tepartment, 
‘at once opened an inquiry into the 
case, and came to the conclusion 
that the woman, who appeared to 
be about 30 years of age, was a 
native of Kompo. There were four 
wounds, two on the left temple and 
two about the throat, made ap- 
parently with a sharp instrument, 
which was in fact recovered within 
a yard or two of the scene of the 
tragedy. The woman was unknowa 
in the district. 

Up to the present it has been im- 
possible to state whether it was 
case of murder or suicide. No 
traces of a struggle were seen on 
the ground near at hand, and 
there is the further suggestion «of 
suicide in the fact that the wounds 
were all very shallow, whereas had 
they been inflicted by an assailant, 
they would probably have been 

een. 

‘M. Reynaud, Judge-Assessor _ of 





the French Mixed Court, and Mr. 
Cheng, the Magistrate, are holdi 
an inquest. 
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GAOL BREAKING AT 
LUNGHU. 


Two Warders Killed: 130 
Convicts Cscape 


A sensational escape of a large 
number of convicts from the Chinese 
prison of Tsaohochin took place on 
Sunday evening, and up to the 
time of writing only few re-arrests 
have been effected. 

The prison at Tsaohochin, a vil- 
lage a short distance from Sicca- 
wei and lying to the west of the 
Lunghua Road, is one which has 
only recently been established by 
the Chinese authorities, and is 
used for housing prisoners who are 
serving terms of sentences in the 
third degree—that is, for periods 
of from five years upwards. The 
prison also is only used for crimin- 
als convicted before the Chinese 
City Court and not for those who 
have been handed over to the Chin- 
ese authorities by either the Inter- 
national or French Mixed Court. 
Tho prison accommodates about 
1,000 convicts and is separated into 
wards which house up to 200 each. 
Each ward dines at a fixed time 
and for this purpose is ushered 
into a general dining room which 
serves for all wards in rotation. 

Tt would appear that at seven 
o’clock on Sunday evening one of 
wards, which had been led 
into the dining room, mutinied. 
Whether the revolt was the out- 
cote of an organized plot for escape 
or whether solely resultant upon 
some general dissatisfaction has 
not yet been made clear, but, as the 
“Sinwanpao” reports’ that an 
attempt to escape was made by the 

_ prisoners at the branch prison in 
the Chinese city at about the same 
hour, the former hypothesis would 
seem to be the more likely. 

Tsang, the chief warder of the 
prison, was present at the time 
when the disturbance occurred, and 
he did his best to calm the convicts 
by speaking to them. Finding, 
however, that this was without re- 
sult he drew his revolver and tried 
to gain order by threats. At this 
point one of the prisoners, a man 
nawed Zeng Tse-ding who had been 
convicted to a term of 12 years for 
armed robbery, succeeded in wrest- 
ing the revolver from the chief 
warder’s hand. Having possessed 
himself of the revolver it is alleged 
that he promptly shot Tsang, who 
was killed immediately, and then 
also shot dead an assistant warder. 
In tho confusion that followed the 
whole group of convicts seem to 
have got away without any resis- 
tance being offered. The actual 
number of men who escaped varies 
according to different accounts 
froui 200 to 130, but as the latter 
number is that quoted by the 
Chinese city authorities it is prob- 
ably the more correct. 

The French Police were com- 
municated with by telephone short- 
ly after the escape became known, 
and, promptly answering the call, 
they reinforced their service by 
special patrols along the boundary 

sween Siccawei and the Porte 
Ste. Catherine. The Chapei police 
were also out during the whole 


night effecting a search and 90 of 
the escaped convicts were rounded 
up by them. Among this number, 
it should be noted, was the man 
Zeng who is said to have wurdered 
the two Chinese warders. During 
the night three suspects were also 
arrested by the Fronch Police from 
the station on Avenue Joffre. 

Yesterday the French Police car- 
ried out a very thorough search of 
Chinese lodging houses in the Con- 
cession, but, at the time of writing, 
no results had been recorded. 





Many contradictory reports ap-| 
pear with reference to the gaolj 
breaking at Langhua said _ the 
Chinese Press on Wednesday. After 
sifting them the following may be 
safely accepted as facts. 

The number of prisoners 
dead was nine. 

Mr. Tsang Mo-ju, an officer, was 
killed by the convicts setting upon 
and beating him and also by a 
shot fired by one of the convicts. 

Superintendent of the goal, Mr. 
Ao Cheng-hsiang, was also hurt hy 
a stone thrown at him. 

Mr. Wen Yin, another officer, was 
also hit by several stones. 

Some 2 convicts have been re 
captured and there were 175 con- 
viets still at large up to Monday 
evening. 


shot 





THE STORY OF KOREA 


Quest Society Lecture 


Un Monday at a meeting of the 
Quest Society, Mr. W. i Lyuh 
gave a most interesting and 
picturesque account of the history 
of Korea. He described in consi 
derable detail the many vicissitudes 
through which the country has 
passed, its classical periods in 
oriental scholarship and art and 
its social and political upheavals 
consequent upon the country hav- 
ing from fthe earliest times been 


a battle ground for contending 
Mongol, Manchu, Chinese and 
Japanese forces. Mr. Lyuh’s 


audience was intensely interested 
in his account of the national 
drama of which “The land of} 
morning calm” has been the scene 
for 42 centuries. Of particular in- 
terest wns the account given of the 
great Japanese invasion in 1592, 
when Hideyoshi descended upon 
the country with an army of 
150.000 men, a preparatory move in 
contemplated conquest of 

Tf history speaks truly, 
the plan wag defeated principal- 
ly through the inventivo genius of 
the Korean Admiral, Yi Sun 
Shin. who made the first iron- 
clad (and called it “the tortoise 
boat”) and had also at his dis- 
posal cannon and explosive shells. 
as well as a contrivance 
apparently anticipated the modern 
observation balloon. The invaders 
were driven off, but its effect upon 
Korea and the Koreans was dis- 
astrous. the spirit of the people 
being permanently quenched, and 
the later history of their country 

















simply a story of decline, with 


WEDDING 


Bond—Trueman 


Following the civil ceremony at 
H.M. Consulate-General before Mr. 
H. H. Phillips, o.p.n., Acting 
Consul, General,’ tho marriage 
was solemnized ‘on Saturday, 90 
March, in Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Which’ was specially decorated for 
the occasion, of Miss Laura Kath- 
leen Trueman, daughter of Major 
and Mrs. T. E. Trueman, to Mr. 
William Ckarles Bond, son of the 
late Capt. R. W. Bond and Mrs. 
Bond of Liverpool, The service 
was read by the very Rev, A. J. 
Walker, Dean, with Mr. RB. 
flurry at the organ, and there was 
a large attendance of friends. 

The bride. who was given away 
by her father, wore a dress of 
‘ory charmeuse mado in simple 
classic style, with train of silver 
and white broche gauze fastened 
from the shoulders. Her veil was 
of tulle with a chaplet of orange 
diossom and foliage, and her bou- 
quet was a shower ' of white roses 
and freesia. She was attended by 
Miss Nora Trueman, sister of the 
Lride, and Miss Madge Arthur, 
hoth of whom wore dresses 
of pale green taffeta, with 
bronze metallic lace hats, and 
carried bouquets of daffodils. Mr. 
W. Reeves aoted as an efficient best 
man. The ushers were Mr. R. W. 
Wells, Mr. J. A. Offor, Mr. J. 
Thaver rnd fr. A. Tippls. 

Following the service a 
tion was held at No. 347 Great. 
Western Road, the residence of 
tho bride's parents. where tho 
happy couple wero the recipients 
of the concratulations ot their 
many friends. the toast of the 
bride and bridegroom being pro- 
posed by Mr. F. Q. Cooper. Mr. 
and Mrs. W. C. Bond. who ro- 
coived many beautiful presente 
which were on view at the recep- 
tion. left subsequently on a honev- 
moon trip up country by house- 
‘boat. 















recep: 








Tus Prince of Johore has 


re- 
turned. recently from England 
whore he was educated. He is to 
marry several wives, as is the 


custom of Johore- His education 
is to continue. 





We have pleasure in announcing 
the engagement between John 
Kenneth Brand, third son of Mrs. 
David Brand, and Katharine Joyce 
Burkill, only’ daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. AL W Burkill. 





News has been received in Shang- 
hai that Mr. H. G. Roberts, a 
member of the outdoor staff of the 
Customs, is lying seriously ill in 
hospital’ af Changsha as the result 
of a revolver wound. Nothing is 
yet known of the circumstances of 
the case, except that the injury was 
accidentally inflicted. Mr. Roberts, 
who was on the staff at Shanghai 
for some time, had only returned 
to Changsha a few days before the 
accident happened, having been on 
a visit there to his friends. A tele- 
gram received on Sunday said that 





oceasional revivals too feeble to be 
effective- ’ 


his condition was serious, pneu- 
monia having set in. 
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RUSSIAN STUDENTS’ 
APPEAL TO CHINA 





A Guarded Reply 


What may be considered as one 
of the most important develop- 
ments _in connexion with Russian 
Far Eastern affairs has just come 
to light. The form it takes is an 
appeal of a somewhat  revolution- 
ary character by the Russian 
students ~at Vladivostok to 
students elsewhere. 

‘The letter and the reply by the 
Students’ Union are in part as 
follows :— 

Comrades—Students of all na- 
tions:—-With feelings of deepest 
joy we inform you that in the 
(Russian) Far East under the 
blows of the people’s indignation, 
the power of those who by every 
possible means tried to suppress 
the free voice of the people has 
collapsed. 

Tho time is near when all Russia 
will bo free from violators of the 
people's will, violators who hide 
under the banner of national re- 
vival and at the same time commit 
all manner of brigandage and 
murder. 

Unfortunately these pitiful re- 
mants of the régime which is dis- 
appearing—all these Koltchaks, 
Denikins, Yudenitches, who are 
trying to play a réle as Napoleons 
in the Russian revolution, are 
supported by the imperialistic gov- 
ernments of your various countries. 

England is responsible for Kolt- 
chak’s advent. Japan is support: 
ing the hated Ataman  brigands. 
Many other governments are help- 
ing them. 

‘Tho Allied intervention, which 
has become the obstacle to the free 
expression of national will aiming 
to bring all Russia together, is 
creating widespread indignation. 





Fiorina tag ForeiGNer, 


Wo extend our friendly hand to 
the Chinese students who are form: 
ing the vanguard of protectors cf 
the rights of their motherland, 
who are fighting to the last against 
the foreigners who are suppressing 
the voice of tho people. 

Domand of your governments 
most resolutely the recalling of 
their troops from Russian terri- 
tory (this applies especially to 
Japanese students) and form a 
solid foundation for the construc- 
tion of a new life in which the 
wish of a free people will be above 
all else. 

The partisan war against the 
executioners of the Russian re- 
yolution has taught every Russian 
how to handle a machine-gun 
and the students with all the 
people, when it proves necessary, 
will go with arms in their hands 
for the defence of their rights. 
“Tong live the coming mutal con- 
struction of a new freo life.” 


Russicn Far East Students 
Vladivostok 
Feb. 8, 1920. 





Tue Repty rrom Cua. 


Shanghai Students’ Union, 
hanghai, 
March 14, 1920. 

Dear Friends:—Many thanks for 
your kind letter which we have duly 
received. We respect the causo of 
tho struggle of the Russian people. 
The ideal life that you all are 
striving for is gradually compelling 
admiration in most parts of the 
world. It will be gratifying to you 
to learn that the ideas that the 
people of your country have been 
entertaining with respect to the 
welfare of Russia are being pre- 
sented outside of your country in 
a better light than before though 
un@avourable criticism is still pre- 
valent. 

We, the Chinese Students, are at 
present cooperating with our coun- 
trymen to rescue our country from 
the imminent dangers that she 
has been facing, though our methods 
are different from yours. We 
are longing as earnestly as you 
for the triumph of right over 
might in every part of the world. 

With best wishes for your success. 

Your very truly, 
(Signed) Pexw Hsrx, 
Acting President. 


PROTEST AGAINST LOANS 





Remarkable Signatures 


Twenty-three different associa- 
tions of Chinese have drafted a 
letter (given below) to the foreign 
Ministers in Peking protesting 
against loans. The letter is inter: 
esting in respect of the plain hint 
given of possible reprisals in the 
way of injury to foreign trade: in 
passing, it may be said that threats 
of the kind tend to defeat their 
own ends More interesting, how- 
ever, is the list of signatories, 
which includes not only students 
unions, but associations of mer- 
chants, returned Chinese Labour 
Corps. men and the Shanghai 
Women’s Union. The letter is as 
follows:— 
“To the Doyen of the Diplomatic 
Corps, Ministers of Countries 
Friendly to China, and the Con- 
sortium. e 

“For the past several years, the 
conditions of unrest in this coun- 
try have entirely been due to the 
plots of a minority of officials and 
militarists in Peking. As a result, 
the people of China are getting 
into Tamentable misfontunes, and 
the Chinese nation has been pre- 
vented from thriving and pro- 
gressing- We have finally come to 
the conclusion that our country 
can never be prosperous with: 
out reformation, which can never 
be effected through the corrupt 
officials and militarists in Pe- 
king. Recently the Peking Go 
ernment, under the veil of curtai 
ing troops and developing i 
dustries, has attempted to secure 
loans from the friendly countries 
with a view to crushing the people. 
Therefore we beg you and the Con 
sortium to take notice of our re- 
solution, that unless the internal 
political conditions in China are 












settled, the friendly countries should 
give no financial support to the 
Peking Government, no matter 
what reasons and conditions the 
Peking Government may give for 
making loans. 

The conclusion of these loans 
will not only bring about an un- 
pleasant reaction among the 
Chinese themselves, but will also 
make them apprehensive of the 
probable bindrance to the foreign 
trade in China. We hope you and 
the Consortium will pay’ special 
attention to that. 


EXTRATERRITORIALITY 





Chinese Lawyers’ Resolution 


The abrogation of the right of 
extraterritoriality granted to for- 
eigners in China will be the resolu- 
tion of the Chinese delegates at the 
Eastern Bar Conference to be held 
in Tokio from April 1 to 3. Dele- 
gates from China, India, | Japan. 
Siam, Annam and Indo-China will 
attend. 

China will send 29 delegates of 
whom four are appointed by the 
Central Government, while the re- 
maining 25 represent the various 
Lar associations in the provinces. 
Shanghai has two delegates, but on 
account of the inability of Mr. Chen 
Chi-ming, who is serving as pre- 
ident of the Associated Street 
Union, to go, Mr. Wang Chen-pan 
will be the only local representative. 
The four delegates from Pekiug 
are Messrs. Sun Shen-yu, Ling 
Shin-kwei, Tsdo Tsu-fang and Yan 
Chin-ping. 

Delegates from Hunan, Fukien, 
Liupeh, Anhui, Kiangsi, 'Chékiang, 
Canton and Kiangsu were present 
in Shanghai yesterday and will 
leave for Japan_ this morning by 
the Kumano Maru, They were 
guests of Mr. Chen Chi-ming at 
tiffin at the Yih Ping Shang Hotel 
when a number of the local legal 
fraternity were also entertained. 

The Chinese delegation will con- 
tend at the Tokio conference that 
as China granted the right of 
extraterritoriality because of her 
inabi to cope with western 
judicial institutions, she should 
now recover her rights when she 
is sufficiently used to western forms 
of justice. The delegates will point 
out that she resents the existence 
of — extraterritoriality and the 
Tindrance caused in international 
commerce by its existence. 

Tt is understood that Japan ‘will 
also introduce one resolution. It 
will be the introduction of a sys- 
tem of jury trial in all Asiatic 
countries. 

The Tokio conference is the 
second one in the history of the 
Fast. The initial convention was 
held last year in Manila. The next 
conference will be held in Shang- 
hai a year from now, 





——— 


A mysterious epidemic has broken 
out in several villages on the Poo- 
tung side. The illness lasts only a 
few hours, and according to Chinese 
reports, many deaths have taken 
place during the past 10 days. 
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ELECTRICITY IN FRENCH 
CONCESSION 





A Chorus of Dissatisfaction— 
The Company’s Monopoly 


‘The supply of current for private 
lighting in the French Coneession 
has, for some time past, been the 
subject of considerable’ unfavour 
able comment from those who have 


to use it. The writer does 
not know if it is general, but 
certainly in some parts of the 
French Concession the resultant 


illumination from turning on the 
switch is often of the poorest kind 
imaginable, while the current has 
been known to be so weak — that 
when passed through the transform- 
ers, as it is in the bell systems, 
pressure on pushes absolutely fails 
to produce any audible result. The 
inconvenience to householders of 
this failure and the recognized bad 
effects of poor illumination are 
sufficient causes for complaint and 
this has been rife for some little 
time past. : : 

In other instances it is sometimes 
found that the supply of current 
suffers from overmuch enthusiasm 
Lamps light up brilliantly, but some- 
times before the pleased consumer 
has an opportunity of discovering 
whether the bells work or not the 
fuses are blown out, lamps spoiled 
and meters damaged, and when 
through no fault of the consumer 
the company has to repair the last 
named, the former finds that he is 
mulcted in the cost, The re- 
presentative of a large electrical 
firm here states that constant com- 
plaints are being received from the 
French side, but that it is impos. 
sible to remedy most of them, which 
originate in fluctuations of voltag>. 
‘A higher volt lamp will burn dimly 
with a normal current, but will 
stand up against higher pressures; 
a lower volt lamp will give good 
light at low pressures, but at the 
expense of long life, even if it does 
not blow out right away. 

To be perfectly fair to all parties 
it should be stated that steps have 
been taken by the company who 
hold a monopoly for the supply of 
current in the French Concession 
to rectify troubles that have ariseo 
‘on account of the war and the con. 
sequent inability to obtain supplies, 
that an expert has been consulted 
with regard to the existent plant 
and that his recommendations will 
probably be ca:ried out in the 
future. There is, also, we are inform- 
ed, scheme for enlarging the plant at 
Lokawei, in assisting the consumma- 
tion of which certain privileges ara 
likely to be extended to the com 
pany by the French Municipal 
Council in the shape of leasing 
further land for extensions. 


History oF Tie Moxoroty. 

Jn order that a sound opinion 
might be arrived at as to what can 
be done in the matter of obtaining 
a better supply the history of the 
monopoly held by the Compagnie 
Francaise de Tramways et d’Eclair- 
age Electriques de Shanghai is not 
without value. Originally the 
French Municipal Council manu- 
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factured and supplied electric cur- 
rent to the French Concession 
having a small power station situat- 
ed on the banks of the Yangking- 
pang just where the French Centra! 
Police Station is now located. _ it 
was by no means a large under 
taking and on January 24, 1906, it 
was sold to the Compagnic Inter- 
nationale d’Orient by an agreement 
of that date which created a com. 
plete and exclusive monopoly 1 
favour of the former. The — price 
for the contents of the power 
station and the system for the 
distribution of current, together 
with the apparatus for lighting the 
streets and public places, was the 
round sum of Frs. 225.000, <The 
same agreement conferred upon the 
company the rights to maintain and 
operate a tramway service in the 
Concession and these two under. 
takings, together with the water 
supply, formed the whole of the 


business of the company. The 
monopoly was to endure for 50 
years. 

While the agreement did not 


specify any particular voltage that 
was to be supplied, it did fix the 
charges for the current. For 
example, the company was to supply 
current for lighting streets and 
public places, and also the French 
Consulate, the Chancellerie and 
the Municipal buildings at seven 
tael cents per kilowatt-hour for 2 
certain fixed number of units, the 
excess over which would be charged 
for at 11 tael cents per unit, whiie 
to the ordinary consumer the 
charge was to be 14 tael cents per 


unit with certain discounts in 
particular cases. The company, 
under tho agrecment. were also to 


pay to the Council what may be 
termed royalties on the working of 
the tramways and also the water- 
works, 
Price Lowerep Previtece 
Extenpep. 

In 1914, as the result of agitation 
in the French Concession against 
the price charged for lighting cur- 
rent, which was considered high 
compared with the charges in the 
International Settlement, an ar. 
rangement was come to between 
the Municipal Council and th 
Company, whereby the latter red 
ed its charges to the ordinary con- 
sumer from 14 tael cents to 12, but 
at the same time the Council had 
to forgo the receipt of royalties 
under a scheme whereby it will not 
again receive the full amount of 
income from these sources unti) 
about eight years hence. The cost 
to the ratepayers has been about 
Tis. 100,000 so, in fact, the rate- 
payers have paid well for any re 
duction in the cost of its current. 
In addition a further term of 25 
years in excess of the original's 
agreed 50 years was granted so thit 
the monopoly has 75 years to run 
from 1906. There is, however, the 
right vested in the Council to re- 
purchase the whole undertaking t 
the end of 30 years, but as ap 
proximately 18 years have still to 
Tun, no immediate relief can b> 
obtained in this direction. 

It will be seen from this that the 
company is in the position of hold- 
ing a complete monopoly for at 








least 18 years more, By reason of 
its strong position it has been ablo 
to secure an extension of the agree- 
ment for 25 years, and the surrender 
by the Council of its rights to 
royalties for a considerable period, 
in exchange for a two-tael cent 
reduction in the cost per unit of the 
electric current it supplies. The 
French Concession appears to have 
bought the reduction at a very fair 
price. 


Tua Consumer Unprorecren. 


It has to be stated that the writer 
does not find in the agreement be- 
tween the Council and the company 
any stipulation as to the voltage of 
the current to be supplied, with the 
exception that the new works which 
were then contemplated should 
supply current of a higher voltage 
than that generated by the Council's 
plant. Further, taking the com- 
pany’s translation of their agree- 
iment for supply with the ordinary 
consumer, they merely contract “for 
the supply of electric current, 
always provided the Company is 
able to do so on that date”—the 
date being the date of the agreement. 
Further, in article 1 of the General 
Conditions it is stated :—‘The Com- 
pany supplies current to those 
houses situated on roads where the 
company’s mains exist, the 
quantity of current being limited 
by the amount of power that the 
company is able to distribute, etc.” 

So in effect the company do not 
appear bound to supply the current 
which they are commonly supposed 
to furnish, 

It is not necessary to deal with 
the deposit that has to be paid by 
every consumer or to say more 
about the iniquitous meter rent 
which can be anything froni Tis. 
0.75 per month upwards and which 
must prove an excellent source 
of income to the company; tho 
point is that by the precedent 
established by years of service, the 
public expects to obtain current of 
a definite voltage. That current is 
not being supplied, and on examina- 
tion of the agreements between the 
Council and the company, and the 
company is not bound to supply any- 
thing of the sort. 

If our reading of the agreements 
is correct, consumers of electricity 
in the French Concess‘on are entire- 
ly in the hands of the monopolists 
and there appears to no 
opportunity of getting free from 
them for at least another 18 years. 











A rumour is current among the 
Chinese that arrangements are to 
be made for recruiting in Shang- 
hai, or the North, a number ¢ 
coolies to work silver mines in 
Mexico, where there has latterly 
been a decreased output owing to a 
shortage of labour. 


Tue Chinese Electricity and 
Tramway Co. is considering plans 
for the introduction of tramways 
into the Chapei district, in view 
of its present prosperity, and well- 
constructed roads. Arrangements 
for the supply of power may be 
made with the Nantao Electricity 
Department. 
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LOSS OF THE 
CHUCHUEN 


Naval Court’s Findings 


A Naval Court at Chungking has 
just issued an important and inter- 
esting judgement with reference to 
tho loss of the British steamship 
Chuchuen while on a voyage from 
Ichang to Chungking. The Court, 
composed of Mr. W. Stark Toller 
(President), Actiog Consul at 
Chungking, Lieut.-Com. J. M. 
Henderson, H. M. 8. Teal, and Mr. 
D. T. Keogh, merchant, sat on 





January 30 and February 2, 3, 4, 
9 and 10, and its findings have 
now been i 


issued. They are in part 





It appears from the evidence 
before this Court that the vessel is 
registered in the name of the Sze- 
chuan Railway Steam Navigation 
Co., Ld., of Brilish nationality ; 
that she was chartered by the Sze- 
chuan Railway Steam Navigation 
Co., of Chinese nationality ; that 
the’ whole of her management and 
contro] was in the hands of this 
latter company. It appears from 
the evidence that the alterations, 
additions, and extensive renewals 
to the boilers and machinery were 
undertaken under the instructions 
of the Chinese company and under 
the superintendence of their Chin- 
ese engineer, and that on the com- 
pletion of the refit the report was 
made officially to the Chinese com- 
pany only, that the repairs were 
paid for by the Chinese company. 

It further appears that the mas- 
ter, chief engineer, mate, com- 
pradores, and crew were appointed 
solely by the Chinese company. 
Thero is no evidence that the 
British company exercised any con- 
trol or act of ownership in any 
connexion. 


No Prorer Quattricarions. 

It further appears that the Chin- 
ese company sent their superinten- 
dent Engineer, Mr. Liu Jih, to 
travel on the ship and to act as au 
adviser to the master and engineer. 

It further appears that the pilots 
were engaged by the Ichang agent 
of the Chinese ccmpany ; that they 
were represented by this agent to 
the master as being well-qualified 
men although one of them (‘Tan 
Ting-pong) possessed no proper 
qualifications and the other (Tan 
Kwong-ming) who was signed on 
under a false name, had had his 
certificate cancelled for stranding 
a steamer on two occasions pre- 
viously of which fact the Ichang 
agent was fully aware. It appears 
that these pilots were brought to 
the master by Mr. Liu Jib. 

It further appears that the 
vessel left. Ichang at a time when 
owing to the lowness of the river 
the navigation was precarious and 
involved special dangers. 

Wneckeo ox a Ree, 


It further appears that on 
December 6 the vessel was wrecked 
on a reef about 100 yards to star- 
board of the proper channel, the 
pilot Tan Ting-pong being then in 
charge, with the quartermaster 
Chao Kwong-hua at the wheel. 








Tt further 
master then 


appears that the 
did all in his power 


to sectire the safety of the ship and! 


of the passengers until he was 
thrown into the water by the list- 
ing of the vessel. 

It appears that at least seven 
lives were lost as the result of the 
wreck. 

The Court having regard to the 
circumstances above stated finds 
as follows :— 

That the loss of the Chuchuen 
was caused by the incompetency 
of the pilot Tan Ting-pong; and 
that this pilot was specially to 
blame in that he did not continue 
sounding until the Chan Chi-tze 
boulder bank had been passed, 

That no blame for the loss at- 
taches to the master, chief en- 
gineer, or mate, nor to Tan Kwong- 
ming, Wong Hung-shun, or Tan 
Kwan-hsin. 

That the Ichang agent of the 
Chineso company was guilty of 
gross default in engaging an incom- 
petent and unqualified pilot and 
representing him to be qualified 
and reliable. 





Tue Barris Ixterest. 
That the manner in which the 
British registered Szechuan Rail- 
way Steam Navigation Co., Ld., 
resigned the whole of the function: 
of ownership to the Chinese Sze- 
chuan Railway Steam Navigation 
Co., who are known to have been 
the original owners, gives reason ty 
believe that the interest of the 
iormer company was nominal only. 
‘The Court therefore recommends 
as follows — 


That Tan Ting-pong should be 
tried by the Chinese authorities. 

That Chao Kwong-hua should, if 
possible, be arrested and tried by 
the Chinese authorities. 

That the Chinese authorities 
should be notified that the Court 
finds that no blame attaches to Tan 
Kwong-ming, Wong  Hung-shun, 
and Tan Kwan-hsin who, the Court 
understands, are now in custody. 

That Wong — Ping-ch’en, the 
Ichang agent who was responsible 
for engaging incompetent and un- 
qualified pilots and who falsely re- 
presented them to be qualified and 
reliable men, as the result of which 
the ship and at least seven lives 
were lost, should be tried by the 
Chinese authorities. 


Reqvest to Crows Apvocate- 


That His Majesty’s Crown Ad- 
vocate at Shanghai be requested 
to examine whether an indictment 
will lic against the British direc- 
tors in view of the fact that their 
apparent absolute failure to exer- 
cise any control resulted in a 
casualty whereby at least seven 
lives were lost. 





Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Mackay re- 
turned to Shanghai on Sunday by 
the str. Mentor. Mr. Mackay 
yesterday resumed charge at Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire, and Mr. 
G. T. Edkins will leave shortly to 
take charge at Hongkong. Mr. and 
Mrs. A. R. Duncan also returned 
by the Mentor. 





BIG HAUL OF OPIUM 


Five Smugglers Imprisoned 


On Monday at the Mixed Court 
before the British Assessor, Mr. 
Grant Jones and Magistrate Kwan, 
Five Chinese were sentenced ) 
two years imprisonment each, upoa 
a charge of smuggling opium to the 
value of $40,000 from Singapore on 
board the str. Handa. 

Mr. R. F. C. Master appeared 
for the prosecution on behalf of 
the Customs and the case was 
brought in by Inspr. Mellows. 

Evidence concerning the search 
made on board the Handa on_ the 
18th instant was given by Mr. Nash, 
boat officer, and Mr. Stewart, tide- 
waiter. The opium weighed 488lb, 
and was extracted from a hiding 
place between the engine room and 
the cabin. The cabin was occupied 
by three boys, a cook and a 
steward, and the latter had sin-e 
bolted. 

Capt. Thomas I. Meadows, of. 
the str. Handa, said that one of 
the men stated that the opium be 
longed to the chief steward, and 
that when the Customs’ men came 
aboard the steward became afraid 
and handed the boy the keys, 
saying that he must run away. 

The defendants all persisted that 
they knew nothing of the opium. 

The Assessor observed it was im- 
possible to hide such a large 
quantity of opium in the boys’ room 
without their knowing it. 

‘Mr. Master pointed out that even 
after the steward had said that he 
must run away the defendants 
never reported the incident. 

Sentence was passed as stated 
above, and the Court ordered that 
the opium be confiscated. 











Tus Philippine Law School 
pledged themselves to do their best 
to defeat the measure seeking to 
grant the Filipino women a’ vote. 
‘Tan Y, M. C. A. has opened a de- 
partment to serve the men of the 
Chinese Labour Corps returning 
from France. In charge ‘of this 
work is Mr. N. Ostergaard, who has 
served as a secretary of the Y, M. 
C. A. with theso labourers for more 
than a year past. For some timo 
past the Association has been help- 
ing these men to find jobs in co- 
operation with the Public Works 
Department, and several hundred 
have been assisted in this way. 


A. special squad of Chinéepe 
detectives at about 11 o'clock on 
Thursday morning last made a 
successful raid upon No. 408 Chaou- 
foong Road, where they rounded up 
a party of eight armed robbers, a 
woman being included among the 
number. One of the robbers man- 
aged to get away and was only 
arrested after a long chase. The 
party wero found to have three 
revolvers, an automatic pistol, o 
bayonet and 37 rounds of ammuni- 
tion in their possession. On Friday 
lest the robbers appeared befora 
the Mixed Court, where they were 
remanded for a fortnight 
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THE ORGAN-GRINDER 











The Dean to Hurry—“Can’t you make that supplicating grin a little wider, old man?” 





SHANGHAI COTTON 
MFG. CO. 


Important Development 


Thursday's developments _ with 
reference to the Shanghai 
Manufacturing Co. Ld. were of the 
greatest importance and interest. 

Tt will be remembered that tne 
agents of the company, following 
upon the judgement in H. M. 
Supreme Court, issued a notice 
calling an extraordinary general 
meeting to consider a resolution 
that the company be wound up, 
and that Messrs N. Thomson and 
E, S. Wilkinson be appointed liqui- 
dators. The effect of the carrying 
of this resolution would be, rough- 
ly, that the business would be for 
sale. 

Thursday’s news was to the effect 
that a strong syndicate had been 
formed, the intention being to 
buy up the company and retain it 
as a British concern. This, ac- 
cording to the new Order in 
Council, would necessitate tho re- 
signation of the Mitsui Bussan 
Kaisha as managers of the com- 
pany. 


Cotton 





The financial backing of the 
syndicate is considerable, and it 
may work in one of two ways. For 
instance, between now and the date 
of the extraordinary meeting st 
may be able to purchase sufficient 
shares in the market to obtain a 
majority and thus prevent the com- 
pany being wound up. In this 
event, a change of managership 
would have to follow. If this 
course is not followed, or the 
syndicate finds itself unable 10 
purchase a sufficient number of 
shares, it might start operations 
after the winding up and enter the 
the market as a purchaser of the 
business. In any event the situa- 
tion is full of interest, and will be 
watched closely. 

The strength of the syndicate 
may be gauged by the present value 
of Shanghai Cotton shares. While 
the capital of the company is Tis. 
2,000,000, its Tis. 50 shares are at 
present standing at nine times that 
value, giving a present value to the 
company of Tis. 18,000,000. The 
shares have not visibly changed in 
price between the December settle- 
ment and to-day, whereas it is a 
noteworthy fact that almost all 
other cotton shares have shown aa 





appreciable increase. It is sug 
gested that this is due to the new 
Order in Couneil calling for the 
British management of British com- 
panies, which naturally introduced 
a somewhat uncertain factor into 
the company’s future. At present 
values, therefore, it is quite likely 
that the sum of Tls. 18,000,000 does 
not actually represent the prices 
which in other circur.stances the 
shares would fetch, and this fact 
indicates the great strength of the 
newly formed syndicate. 


‘Tue representative of the Korean 
independence movement’ in Shang- 
hai have received a telegram 
from Washington to the effect that 
Senators Charles Spaulding, Thomas 
and John Franklin are moving the 
following resolution in the Senate: 
“It is the opinion of the United 
States Senate that Great Britain 
and Japan recognize Korean and 
Trish independence and that Korea 
and Ireland be made uiembers of 
the League of Nations.” Would it 
not be better that these gentlemen 
should first devote their energies to 
making America a member of the 
League? 
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DAYLIGHT SAVING 


Killed by Custom 


It is with considerable regret that 
we have to announce that the day- 
light saving scheme for this summer 
has received a check which places 
its accomplishment, on the same 
lines as last summer, entirely —be- 
yond possibility. 

Yesterday it was rumoured in the 
Chinese Press that instructions had 
been received by the Customs au- 
thorities to the effect that the Cus- 
toms House Clock was not to be 
altered. Upon making inquiries we 
find that this news is, in fact, cor- 
rect, and that the Commissioner of 
Customs has received official orders 
prohibiting the setting on of the 
clock. 

In face of this decision it would 


now seem that daylight saving, if | ¢p, 


taken up at all, will have to be ar- 
ranged on voluntary lines. 

Suggestions concerning how best 
to effect this are now under the con- 
sideration of the British Chamber 
of Commerce, and the committee 
hopes to circularize its members 
upon the subject within a day or 
two. 

Though clocks cannot be altered 
this year, office hours may, and we 
feel convinced that there are a great 
number of Shanghai’s most impor- 
tant business firms who will be por- 
fectly willing to assist in formulat- 
ing and supporting some such plan. 


The Shuiwuchu Objects. 
According to the Chinese Press 
the Bureau of Taxes has issued 
an order to the Shanghai Maritime 
Customs not to advance the clock 
one hour as the summer time, on 
the ground that this arrangement 
has proved prejudicial to the 
eflicient performance of duties by 
the Observatory officials. The 
Central Observatory at Peking 
petitioned the Government against 


this innovation last summer, but 
as the clock had ‘already’ been 
advanced one hour then, the 


summer time was allowed to stand. 
This year, the Observatory _ peti 
tioned the Ministry of Education in 
advance, pointing out the many 
inconveniences and chaotic confa- 
sion caused not only to itself, but 
also to the post office, the railway 
administration and many Chinese 
merchants. If it is desired, it says. 
the Customs can begin its duties an 
hour earlier in the coming summer 
without tampering with the clock. 

‘The Ministry of Education, in 
forwarding the petition to the 
Sbuiwuchn for decision, expressed 
the opinion that the Observatory’s 
contention was not made without 
practical knowledge. 

The Chinese General Chamber of 
Commerce at Shanghai has received 
a letter signed jointly by several of 
its members, also strongly vetoing 
the adoption of the summer time 
again this year. 








A. special award for services 
rendered during the war by 
French municipal magistrates has 
been decided upon. 


CHINESE POETRY 





Mrs. Ayscough’s Lecture 


Members of the Royal Asiatic 
Society at their meeting on 
Thursday heard a delightful 
address by Mrs. F. Ayscough on the 





subject: Chinese poetry and its 
connotations. There was a full 
attendance, cver which Dr. A. 


Stanley presided, formally to in- 
troduce the lecturer. 

‘The address, which will of course 
appear in full in the Society's 
Journal, can only be briefly sum- 
marized here. Mrs. Ayscough be- 
gan with a definition of the word 
“connotation”—“the implication of 
something besides itself” (sugges- 
tion) as distinct from allusion 
(clearly defined reference). As an 
instance of similarity in the 
niethods of the Chinese poets and 
eir modern representatives, the 
“Tmagists” of to-day, she quoted 
Amy Lowell’s “Nostalgia”— 

“Through pleasures and palacss”— 

Through hotels and Pullman cars, and 

steamships... 

Pink and white camellias floating in a 

crystal. bow! 

‘Tho sharp smell of firewood, 

‘The scrape and rastle of a dog stretch 

ing himself on a hardwood floor, 

And your voice, reading—reading—to 


‘Tickets pleaase!"” 

And I watch the man in front of mo 

Fumbling in fourteen pockets, 

While the conductor balances his 

ticket punch 

Betwoen his fingers.” 

Those who knew America could 
not fail to recall the scenes suggest- 
ed by these lines: But imagine the 
feelings of a Chinese scholar in his 
grass hut, buried among the moun- 
tains of Szechuan, to whom a trans- 
lation of such a poem were read! 
His attitude of mind would. be 
very much that of the western 
reader to whom translations of 
Chinese poetry are presented: to- 
day, and to whom its connota- 
tions, arising as they do from a 
perfectly alien civilization, mean— 
nothing: 


Scenes anv Sraittes. 


Mrs. Ayscoigh went on to say 
that whilst much has been written 
about the technique of Chinese 
poetry (a technique which cannot 
be rendered in translation on 
account of the fundamental differ- 
ences in the Chinese and other 
languages) very little has as yet 
appeared in regard to the “back- 
ground,” against which that poetry 
stands out in its marvellous vivid- 
ness. There were the scenes of 
great natural beauty among whi 
the poets lived and sang, and with 
which a very special phraseology 
with very definite connotations 
came to be associated. Besides 
these “backgrounds” of actuality, 
were those of the Fertile Empire, 
the Barren Waste, and the Western 
Paradise peopled with immortals. 
This fairy world of pure imagina- 
tion was perhaps as real to the 
old writers as was the world of 
sense. In addition to the topogra- 





phical, there were also the zoological 
and ‘botanical “ backgrounds,” 





which played a most important 
part in the twin Chinese arts of 
poetry and painting. 

The speaker went on to describe 
the symbolism of flowers, plants, 
trees, etc., observing that to a 
Chinese reader all their various 
connotations—such as that the 
peony represents riches and pover- 
ty, the lotus purity, the chrysanthe- 
mum fidelity and’ constancy, the 
pine longevity, the bamboo modesty 
—are instantly comprehensible, 
making the poem extremely vivid 
and suggestive. 


AncHITECTURAL INFLUENCES. 

In the translation of Chinese 
poetry, the speaker went on to 
say, there is perhaps no point 
which should more constantly be 
kept in mind than the fact that the 
architectural background of China 
is utterly different from that of 
any other country, and that unless 
a vivid picture of tho various 
buildings and apartments referred 
to exists in the mind of the reader, 
it is quite impossible to grasp the 
connotations of the poem. In illus- 
tration of this, Mrs. Ayscough 
described various buildings, humble 
and palatial, and touched upon the 
lives of the people inhabiting 
them, bringing out very clearly 
their characteristics embodied in 
the national poetry. In this part 
of her lecture she related a number 
of vivid little stories forming the 
subject matter of famous poems, 

The lecture was illustrated by a 
number of lantern slides showin; 
typical people and scencs whi 
have most influenced the pocts and 
form the background of their work. 

On the proposal of the Rev. F. 
L, Hawks Pott a very cordial vote 
of thanks was passed to Mrs. 
Ayscough for her lecture, which had 
been listened to throughout with the 
keenest possible interest. 





A writer in a French newspaper 
has just discovered that a Bolshevist 
Republic existed in China 70 years 
ago, at Chetuga, in Manchuria. It 
was founded by conscript miners 
who had been sent by the Chinese 
Emperor to dig for gold. These 
men, treated as slaves, deserted and 
established a Communist republic in 
the mountains. Their example was 
followed by an entirely different 
class, a race of brigands, who, 
however, continued to “‘spoil the 
Egyptians” while leaving their 
Communist neighbours unmolest- 
ed. Their menfolk are now policing 
Manchuria on behalf of Japan, 
which adopted the plen of setting 
thieves to catch thieves. 





AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 


In the outports can rely on fresh 
supplies of Films, Plates and 
Papers and all Photo Sundries, 
by sending to 


Mactavish & Co., Ld. 


The Hongkew Medical Hall. 





Developing and Printing by 
experienced operators. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BRITON OR BRITISHER. 
To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Carna Dairy News.” 


S1r,—Thanks very much for pub- 
lishing my letter on ebove subject 
and for your comments on same- 
When I mentioned the words pub- 
lish and photograph, I was aware 
of the fact, that there is no verb 
“to British.’ I simply tried to 
call attention to the ‘two letters 
“er” with which so many words in 
‘the English languago end. 

Perhaps I might suggest, that 
Britisher is derived from the word 
British just as much as brighter is 
derived from the word bright. 
Now do not be too hard on me. 

The letters “er” are used in 
almost identically the same way 
in the Dutch, German and Scan- 
dinavian languages. Holland- 
Hollander, Dansk-Dansker, Deutch- 
Deutscher. And in conclusion just 
this itaken from the “Peking & 
Tientsin Times” of yesterday. 

A correspodent from tho Interior 
writes to us enclosing a report from the 
“Times,” of a speech made by H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales at a dinner given 
in his honour at the Savoy Hotel by the 
Canada Club. In the course of a speech 
roplying to the toast of the evening, the 
Prince used the words: “These new 
world conditions impose a great re- 
upon us Britishers. Next 
ing’s English we presume, that 
that of the Princo of Wales must be 
considered most authentic. Anyhow 
Sir Havilland de Sausmarez, would 
hardly accuse the heir to the Throne of 
using a word of contemptuous associa. 
tions, to refer to his future subjects. 

T am, etc. 
T. 














March 17. 


To the Editor of the 
“Nonta-Cuina Daity News.” 


Sin,—I am not a Britisher but if 
I were I should dislike being called 
one. I cannot help thinking the 
term must originally have been 
used by a non-Britisher in a mildly 
opprobrious sense. The appellé 
tion “foreigner” probably originat- 
ed in similar circumstances and 
may have been the Englishman's 
apt repartee when he was first 
called a Britisher- Or, of course, 
the case may havo ‘been reversed. 
Whatever Ithe origin may have been 
I agree with Britishers in their 
objection to the term and in their 
endeavour to eradicate it from 
their language. Tho task is doubly 
difficult as it has by now taken 
deep roots in speech and writing, 
and there is no other term which 
suggests itself with the foro of the 
obvious. The only alternative 
which Ihave seen proposed is 
“Briton” which, as your correspon- 
dent ‘“Humilis” points ont, never 
had the same meaning as Britisher 
but was used by the Romans to 
signify the inhabitants of Southern 
England. Apart from this it scems 
to me difficult to say “I am a 
Briton” with seemly modesty and 
in a spirit befitting a meeting of 
the League of Nations. The word 
has, in my foreign ears at least. 0 


touch of the bombastic, of the 

















melodrama, and should be uttered 
with a striking of the chest- It has 
for some reason a flavour of the 
“Civis Romanus Sum” which is 
against the spirit of the times and 
would not be approved of by the 
Bolsheviks. Were it not for this’ 
and had it been historically and 
geographically correct the word 
would have been ideal. But why 
should we not be able to get used to 
saying “Britishmen” the moment 
we all say Scotsmen. Welshmen. 
Irishmen and Englishmen? The 
meaning is clear, pronunciation i¢ 
easy, and it is sufficiently domo 
cratic. If we must continue to us» 
Britisher think of the appalling 
consequences if similar derivations 
are logically applied to the com- 
ponent nations making up_ the 
Britisher Englisher Trisher, 











Tsinanfu, March 18. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuixa Dairy News.” 

Sin,—If the question of the pro 
priety or correctness of employing 
the term “Britisher” has not yet 
been quie disposed of, may I it 
trude with additional evidence in 
justification of its use? 

T have just read in the February 
“Pearson's” a nature story, in 
which occurs this passage :— 

He had rejoiced when the hounds 
gave tongue, conscious of | that — thrill 
which every true Britisher knows at the 
music of the pack. 

Now ithere is surely nothing 
wrong with the English one reads 
in Pearson’s Magazine, and in 
this instance, the juxtaposition of 
the word “true” seems to me to 
clinch the argument as to whether 
it is right or wrong to say “Brit- 
isher” instead of “Briton.” 

While on the question, one may 
equally uphold tho correctness of 
the term “Chinaman”—a man of 
China At any rate, “Chinaman” 
is less cacaphonous than that lazy, 
unjustifiable solecism “China New 
Year,” a hardy annual whose use 
is sanctioned in your columns. 

Lam, ete., 


Shanghai, March 2t- 

















Syntax. 





AN APPROPRIATE WAR 
MEMORIAL. 
To the Editor of the 
“Norri-Ciuxa Daity News.” 

Sin,—Circumstanees have _pre- 
vented my giving Mr. Evan 
Morgan the prompt reply which 
his letter (in “NC. Daily 
News” of the 19th instant) 
deserves, To take his last para- 
pragh first, I would assure him 
that I would gladly let him have 
my name if it would serve a good 
object. But I may inform him that 
I occupy @ quite humble position, 
though I am inordinately proud of 
my country and her achievements, 
in war, as in peace. Further, he 
may be interested to learn, that 
though I have often found it 
difficult to make two ends meet, I 
would gladly give a substantial 
subscription (I think I_ might be 
able to scrape together $500) to a 
really appropriate memorial, if it 








was one that appealed to all 
British, not a dead monument, 
but a memorial that would appeal 
to the living and to generations 
yet to come. (It positively makes 
me squirm to read that Hongkong 
proposes to put up a dancing 
saloon as an appropriate me- 
morial !) 

I say all this because I am 
conscious that I owe an immense 
debt to all who went to the front 
(including missionaries .and their 
sons). Hence no memorial to com- 
memorate the self-sacrifice of those 
who could and did go can be too 
good or too costly, even if it calls 
for great personal’ self-denial. 

Avtocracy. 

Mr. Morgan asks whether I have 
“pondered over this problem,” 
and invites me “to think a little 
more broadly.” It is because I 
have “pondered” considerably, 
that I find myself quite un- 
able to support the China In- 
land Mission, even indirectly. | As 
‘one of your correspondents writes, 
the Mission is under autocratic 
government, and I consider auto- 
cracy in things spiritual as hate- 
ful as in things temporal. (As I 
ponder. I am forced to tho conclu- 
sion that this ghastly war was 
really duo to an insane autocrat 
who considered he was acting 
under Divine guidance in an at- 
tempt to lead his nation to 
dominate the world. And he near- 
ly succeeded !). References there- 
fore to “fumes of prejudice and 
malcontent,” “grave problems,” 
“fundamental principles,” “inter- 
national brotherhood,” “spiritual 
relationship.” ‘spiritual __soli- 
darity,” “the personal equation,” 
“universal principles” and “coura- 
zoous experiments.” leave me cold, 
however well they may sound from 
a pulpit, when T am engaged in 
the business of secking a. truly 
appropriate memorial to which an 
average Britisher can subscribe. 
“Having pondered,” I cannot 
avoid the conclusion that the 
schools at Chefoo are an integral 
part of the China Inland Mission, 
a Society under autocratic rule, 
and I am mentally incapable of 
dissociating their schools from this 
Society. I am not concerned with 
a “magnificent theory” so much as 
with its resulting “practice ;” and 
tho result of the said “magnificent 
theory” is the enforced resignation 
of a master at these schools on his 
aeceptance of a “non-combatant 
job” in “cataclysmic times.” Can 
the resulting effect on his former 
scholars and the general good tone 
of the school be anything but very, 
unfortunate under the cireum- 
stances? 

T would assure Morgan that 
the above is written with the 
sincere desire “that more reality 
may be introduced in the dis- 
cussion.” 











I am, ete, 
Brimsuer: 
March 19- 





To the Editor of tho 
“Nonru-Curxa Darcy News.” 
Sin,—“Outsider” and I seem to 
be at cross purposes over this ques- 
tion, perhaps because we approach 
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it. from different angles. As an 
admirer of the C.I.M. he would 
give first place to the proposed 
memorial hall at the Mission 
schools. I seek a form of com- 
memoration that would appeal to 
the average Briton and consider 
that the Chefoo scheme is one that 
should obtain the support of peo- 
ple interested in the C.-M. and 
connected with their schools, rather 
than the aid of ‘the general public. 
T have not said, “old scholars 
ought not to support the scheme,” 
nor do T think so. On the contrary, 
it would ke very appropriate that 
former pupils should subscribe. 


ENGLisH AND AMERIcaNns, 


Ihave not said “the Mission is 
not patriotic’? That criticism 
would be quite superfluous, for no 
international association could, as 
a corporate entity, be “patriotic” ! 
Nor has ‘there been any reference 
to Americans in my letters. As a 
matter of fact I ‘think we British 
would benefit if we copied and 
adopted some, not all, traits in 
American character. _ Americans 
did very well in the carly years of 
tho war and accumulated immense 
wealth at the expense of warring 
nations, but I am glad they joined 
ns towards the end, though it 
annoys me to hear some of my 
American friends say “we won the 
war.” As a people they seem some- 
what addicted to the always 
senseless, and occasionally dan- 
gerous, pastime of “twisting the 
lion’s tail” (partly due, no doubt, 
to the disproportionate political 
influonce of Trish and German 
eloments in U. S. A.), but now that 
we have “fought side by side,” I 
hope this will stop. 

All this has really nothing to do 
with an appropriate war memorial. 
but I want to assure ‘Outsider’ 
that I do not “dislike Americans 
90 intensely,” and am at heart 
their great admirer ! 


Boy Scour Movement. 


_ “Outsider” also misses tho point 
in my question re boy scouts. 
There is no “shifting of ground” 
in the matter, but only another 
illustration of the “element of in- 
congruity.” I have already point- 
ed out that the school very pro- 
perly wishes to honour the really 
creditable performances and record 
of its former inmates: but the mas- 
tor, who also seeks to do his duty, 
must resign! If my information is 














correct, scouting at the IL M. 
School is “tabu” because it en- 
courages “a military spirit” Tt 


would seem that it was quite right 
for their big brothers to go to the 
front for the express purpose of 
killing Huns, but it is rather 
naughty for the little boys in the 
schoo! to go in for scouting lest 
they be infected with the microbe 
of militarism ! 

Tho longest pavigreph, in “Out- 
sider’s” letter concerns ‘“‘a hero in 
peace and war,” but it is somewhat 
irrelevant and does not seem to 
require any comment. (However, I 
quite agreo that swimming should 
be taught to all boys and girls, and 
if. I had a son to send to }o0l, 

other things being equal, I should 
certainly select one at the seaside 








so that he should learn to swim. 
But I hope “Outsider? and his 
friends will not be hurt if I say 
that the war ought to have taught 
us an important lesson, the lesson 
of preparedness, and that I should 
bo partial to a school that had a 
cadet corps and taught its pupils 
the use of the rifle, not a school 


that regarded these things as 
“works of the Devil” !) 
AvrTocracy- 

“Outsider” hopes I will “send 


a generous donation” to the Chefoo 
memorial. Unfortunately I am 
unable to distinguish between the 
Society and the schools they own. 
The C. I. M. is under autocratic 
government and autocracy in any 
form my soul doth abhor. . 

Some years ago I had an in- 
structive and interesting talk with 
a member of this Mission. It 
seems that an autocrat once had a 
dream and to his disgust could not 
recall it. He applied to his “wise 
men” to reproduce the forgotten 
vision. They were unable to do so 
and he proposed to “scrap the lot” 
by drastic methods, as only 
autocrats can. do. Luckily an 
Tsraclits came to the rescue at the 
critical moment, asked for and 
otbained a breathing space, and to 
the amazement of the monarch told 
him both the dream and its inter- 
pretation. The story goes that in 
his vision he saw an immense image 
with head of gold, body of various 
baser metals and fect with its 10 
toes of a mixture of iron and clay. 
Presently a stone, wl later grew 
to an enormous size, appeared and 
beginning with the tocs completely 
pulverized the whole image. So 
the old order of things passed 
away. (If I were a Bolshevik I 
should have no doubt as to what 
that stone meant!) . 

My missionary friend’s point 
was that the head represented auto- 
eracy, and since it was composed 
of tho most valuable of metals, 
there was indication of Divine 
approval of autocratic government. 
Bence it followed that the auto- 
cratic government, of his Mission 
was lthe best and certainly had 
Divine sanction ! 

I regret I must decline ‘‘Out- 
sider’s” -invitation, for I cannot 
see my Way to supporting this sort 
of thing, even indirectly. 

T am, ete., 
Buirisuer. 








March 24, 1920. 
«*. This correspondence is now 
elosed—Ed. 
— 
THE £5,000,000 LOAN. 


To the Editor of the 
“Nontu-Cuina Dany News.” 

Sim—In your issue of March 35 
I perceive that Mr. Rodney Gilbert 
says that I told him that “the only 
apology which the interested Lega 
tions had to make for the loan was 
that it might 
office.” I hi 
pleasure of talking to, or even of 
seeing Mr. Gilbert during the pre 
sent year, and certainly never toli 
him anything to the above effect. 
Nor do I in the least agree with 
the view that he attributes to me. 
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The real reasons why the Legations 
consented to the loan were ex- 
plained in my article which ap- 
peared in your issue of March 2, 
and I have since taken the trouble 
to confirm them in the quarters 
where the inwardness of the sub- 
ject is best understood. 
I am, ete., 
Davip Fraser. 

Shanghai, March 19. 





FIRE BRIGADE FINANCE. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Cuina Daity News.” 


Sin,—Your readers _ generally, 
after perusing the letter from your 
contributor “Interested,” unless 


they pause carefully to consider 
the subject, may be inclined to 
agree with the conclusions arrived 
at. 

I am of opinion that the logic of 
the argument that fire insurance 
companies should be expected to 
bear the expense of the upkeep of 
a Fire Brigade, or contribute there- 
to, (except in the proportion due 
by them as ratepayers in common 
with other ratepayers) is unsound, 
and is moreover inequitable. To 
levy such a contribution would be 
wrong in principle. The Fire 
Brigade is part of the public ser- 
ice of the Settlement, equally 
ith the Health Department, for 
instance, and the only equitable 
way of meeting the charges of such 
services is by fair taxation of all 
ratepayers who benefit by them. 
Tt would be equally wrong; but 
quite as logical, to make a special 
levy on companies covering buc- 
glary risks, for police protection of 
householders (many of whom are 
uninsured) against burglary, or on 
life insurance companies in respect 
of the expenses of the Municip: 
Health Department. Other com- 
parisons might be made to illustrate 
the principle on which T base my 
argument, but these will suffice. 

It is true that in London fire - 
surance companies and — under- 
writers make a contribution to- 
wards the expenses of the London 
Fire Brigade, but I believe I am 
correct in saying that the com- 
pa do not admit that the 
principle governing such contribu. 
tion is an equitable one. 

Summing up, I would answer 
your eorrespondent’s question :— 

Question.—“Why are not the in- 
surance companies operating i 
Shanghai called upon to mako 
some such contribution in respect 
of business underwritten here” ? 

Answer.—“Because the upkeep of 
the Fire Brigade should be paid 
for out of Municipal funds pro- 
vided by the taxpayer for that pur- 
pose among others.”” 

‘The question of services rendered 
by the Fire Brigade outside the 
Settlement is 1 more difficult one, 
though submit that — the 
principle which should govern its 
consideration is identical. Hither 














¢| the Municipality should make a 


charge for the services of the 
Brigade to the owners of the pro- 
perty in respect of which such 
ser are rendered, or, to argue 
to a logical conclusion, they should 
not allow the Brigade to give their 
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services. It is apparent, however, 
that such a rule could not be made 
a hard and fast one, because some 
fires outside the Settlement might 
endanger property within the 
Settlement. and naturally the 
Brigade would assist in extinguish- 
ing these, and as the primary 
object here would be the safeguard- 
ing of the Settlement, why should 
not the charge for such services 
also fall on the ratepayers general- 
ly, less what could be obtained from 
property owners outside Settle- 
ment limits? 

Tam, ete. 

“Tris Twice.” 
Shanghai, March 19. 


GRAVE DISTRESS AT 
WEIHAIWEL, 
To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuixa Dairy News.” 

Sir,—Referring to the article 
under the above heading in to-day’s 
paper, I understand that H. H. 
the Commissioner at Weibaiwei 
has cabled to the Colonial Office 
asking for a grant to relieve the 
distress, also that the residents at 
Weihaiwei, foreign and native, are 
raising a’ fund, and that ” the 
‘Chinese Chamber of Commerce 
here are considering making a 
grant. 

I understand that $10,000 per 
month for four months will be re- 
quired to feed the starving people. 

I think there must be many people 
in Shanghai who have pleasant 
recollections of holidays spent in 
Weihaiwei. and who, if for this 
reason alone, will be’ glad to help 
the natives there in their present 
time of trouble. 

T have collected the followin, 
subscriptions for this purpose, and 
‘shall bo obliged if you will publish 
this letter, so thst other people 
may know’a fund has been started, 
as the matter is urgent. 

‘The Horgkong & Shanghai Bank. 
ing Corporation have opened a 
“Woeihaiwo. Famine Relief Fund,” 
and subsctiptions may be sent 
direct to them. 

It will be a favour if you will, 
from time to time, publish a list 
‘of the. subscriptions received- 

Tam, etc., 
B. E. Crank. 

Shanghai, March 20. 


“‘Weihaiwei Famine Relief Fund.” 
First list of subscriptions :— 














F, E, Clark, $500 
Charies R- Shaw, 100 
HJ. Ourk, 100 
‘A. Brooke Smith, 200 
R. N. Macleod, 100 
W. S._ Jackson, 100 
C. Gilbert Davies, 50 
J. K. Tweed, 25 
‘Anonymous 200 

$1,375 


* VICE COMMITTEE REPORT. 
To the Editor of the 
“Nonra-Curva Dany News.” 

Sin,—In company, I_ suppose, 
with many other people, I read the 
report of the Vico Committee with 
some interest. 

One point in it appears to me 
very objectionable. 


Why the reiterated allusions to 
the British Navy? 

Possibly in 1877 there may have 
been a good basis for such remark. 
but why the British Navy should 
be mentioned nowadays in prefer- 
ence to any other body or class of 
men, passes my comprehension. 

Is it not time’ that this attitude 
towards a Service, for which 
Shanghai should be rather thank- 
ful. ought to be dropped? 

Such remarks tend to lower the 
prestige of our country in the eyes 
of other nations. and savour just 
a little of “fouling the nest.” 

Tt also appears, from tho point 
of view of the Naval men who have 
been in the port during past few 
months, that they are worthy of a 
little more consideration. 

T am, ete., 
Guwpoaz. 





Shanghai, March 20. 


SPRING AROMAS. 
To the Editor of the 
“Nonra-Cursa Datty News.” 
Sm,—Can enyone tell me, under 
what scientific data, authority, or 
inspiration, the Health Office here 
take it upon themselves, every 


spring, to have filthy sludge-ponds, | © 


ditches, and creeks, which are 
stagnant and unused, cleared out. 
and the sludge deposited upon the 
banks? Not deeming myself scienti- 
fic, but just practical, would it not 
be less aromatic, and more health- 
ful if the shidge were left at the 
bottom of such “sloughs of 
despond” until the latter are either 
about to be filled in, or culverted, 
instead of now being stirred up to 
fresh cfforts of siltage and the 
manufacture of poisonous gas? 
L am, etec., 
Rosewarer. 


Shanghai, March 20. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norru-Caina Datty News.” 


Sm,—Speaking of these, the 
choicest is surely to be found along 
the Pingliang Rond, where in the 
work of “reclamation,” all sorts of 
house refuse and other garbage 
and even worse is being dumped. 
At the end of several alleyways in 
the same road, enterprising Chin- 
ese residents have conceive the 
brieht idea of knocking down the 
wall and pitching out their quota 
of refce on the roadway to improve 
the already exotic atmosphere. 

It is well worth a visit—from the 
Health Authorities! 


I am, ete., 


Feo. Ur. 
Shanghai, March 24. 





MISS MARIE TEMPEST’S TOUR. 


To the Editor of the 
“Nonru-Cuna Datty News.” 
Sir,—In connexion with the 
forthcoming visit of Miss Marie 
Tempest, I observe that the man- 
agement contemplates charging $6 
and $5 for seats in the Lyceum 
Theatre. This is a precedent with- 





out parallel in the history of the 
Shanghai stage and goes one better 





than the Russian Opera Company. 
We have heard of the failure of 
the latter and the reason for this 
as adduced by you in your issue of 
some months back cannot but be 
corroborated by those who aro 
familiar with Shanghai. 

I am not mistaken, Mr. 
Matheson Lang’s visit did not calt 
for any increase in the price of 
seats in the Lyceum, which may 
account for the almost nightly fuil 
house which grected him, ' not- 
withstanding his prolonged stay. 

We all agree that the cost of 
transportation etc., of a travelling 
company is very great nowadays, 
nevertheless I am of the opinion 
that $6 for a seat is an absurd 
price to charge for a few hours of 
entertainment even by the best of 
dramatic stars. : 

T am, etc., 
J. J. Enus. 
Shanghai, March 94, 





To the Editor of the 
“Nonra-Cuixa Dairy News.” 
Sin,—lt is with interest that I 
read Mr. Lilis’s comment on the 
exorbitant charges tor seats by the 
management of the Mario Tempest 





‘ 
When Matheson Lang was here 
the prices were not raised a nickel 
and Shanghai theatre-goers showed 
their appreciation by patronizing 
well the excellent show. The 
lengthy term of his stay, here, 
coupled with tho repetition of 
practically the whole of his reper- 
toire, saw his efforts rewarded 
with full houses every evening. 

Why? For the simple reason that 
everyone was given a chanco to 
witness one of the world’s best 
actors at a price suitable to all 
pockets. 

Even if this present company 
were intended only for our taipans, 
could they or would — they 
support the two or three weeks’ 
stay of Miss Marie Tempest here? 

Evidently the expenses are high- 
er than in previous years, but 
surely not up to the level of mak- 
ing theatre lovers’ pay $6 and $5 
for a two hours’ performance. 

It would be well for the manage- 
ment to study the ideas of Shang- 
hai play-coers prior to framing 
stich a charge and to take as an 
example the recent fate of the Rus- 
sian Onera Co. here. which proved 


conclusively that the price of $6 
and §% spells failure. 
I am, ete.. 
Sxisyy. 


Shanghai, March 95. 





Gives Instant Relief 
No matter wha 

oxgtns may be salecidg wens eta 
ASTHMA, INFLUENZA, 


NASAL CATARRH, er 
ORDINARY GoUGH. 
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MEETINGS 





NEW ENGINEERING & 
SHIPBDG. WORKS 





A New Record in Prosperity 


The annual general meeting of 
the New Engineering & Shipbuild- 
ing Works Ld, was held on Fri- 
day last in the rooms of the Gen- 
eral Chamber of Commerce. Mr, H. 
E. Arnhold presided, supported by 
Messrs. A. W. Brankston, A. W. 
Burkill and J. H. Dollar (Diree- 
tors). The attendance represented 
87,504 shares. 

Tho notice convening the meeting 


having been read, tho Chairman 
said :—- 
Gentlemen, before referring to 


the Report and Accounts, 
read the Auditors’ Report:— 

“Wo have audited the above Balance 
Sheet and have obtained all the explana- 
tions and information we have required. 
In our opimon such Balance Sheet is 
properly drawn up so as to exhibit a 
truo and correct view of tho state of 
the Company's affairs according to the 
Dest of our information and explana- 
tions given to us and as shown by the 
books of the Compa: 

(Signed) G. H. & N. Thomson, 
Chartered Accountants, 

It is a great pleasure to your 
Directors again to be able to sub- 
mit a report to you which con- 
stitutes a new record in the history 
of the Company, Not only have 
we been well supported with build- 
ing work, but now that shipping 
has again been calling freely at this 
port, we have had a very satisfac- 
fory amount of repair work to at- 
tend to. : 

Before formally proposing the 
adoption and passing of the ac- 
counts, I will, as usual, make a few 
remarks thereon. “ 

The balance of Profit and Loss 
account, including Tis. 33,700.18, 
carried forward from 1918, is Tis. 
831,587.93, which it is proposed to 
deal with as follows:— 


wi 








To pay a Dividend of 20 per 


cent. 129,335.00 
1» Pay a Bonus of 40 per cent. 258,670.00 
» Write off New Plant 100,000.00 
»» Place to Reserve Fund 259,500.00 


3) Placa to Dividend Equal- 
ization Fund 
jy Donate to Patriotic Funds 


3,000.00 
20,000.00 
y Carry forward balance 39,082.23 








‘Tis. 831,587.23 


This is a very handsome return 
on the paid-up capital of the Com- 
pany—it should not, however, be 
overlooked that the actual capital 
working in the business last year 
emounted to between 25 and 40 
lakhs and that the profit gives a 
return on the funds utilized in our 
business of approximately 22 per 
cent. Turning to the Balance Sheet 
you will notice that buildings, 
plant, machinery and steam 
Jaunches show an increase by Tis. 
279,537.34. This is represented by 
new machinery which we have had 
to pay for during the year, and 
which constitutes part of the new 
plant which, as I indicated in my 
speech last year, we were _instal- 
ling, by the cost of new launches for 


ill|to the credit of the 





harbour work, new _ buildings, 
shops and gedowns, extensions to 
other buildings, new bundi 
various structurel alterations for 
the accommodation of new machin- 
ery. The new machinery, which 
was installed during the year, was 
ordered during the war, and as we 
could not obtain it’ elsewhere, 
was purchased at very high prices 
in Japan. Your Directors, there- 
fore, recommend applying Tis. 
100,000 of the year’s profits to de- 
Preciation account, so as to have 
this new plant in our books at a 
reasonable figure. 
Stocss. 


The amount shown under this 
heading is high, but it is so diffi- 
cult at the present time to obtain 
material for reasonable delivery, 
that wa are compelled to carry 
large stocks. Of the amount stand- 
ing at the beginning of 1919 
Material 
Equalization Fund, namely, ls. 
350,000, we have had to make 
use of Ts, 98,825.61, and since the 
closing of the accounts, a further 
amount of Tis, 116,895-17 has been 
made use of for the same purpose. 
leaving, therefore, an unapplied 
balance of Tis. 134,279.22 which, in 
view of the large stocks wo are 
at present compelled to carry, we 
consider it advisable to keep in 
reserve for the purpose for which 
it was originally intended, 

Sunpry Desrors. 

Tis, 92,360.01. This amount in- 
cludes instalments on four of the 
eteamers now in course of construc- 
tion for Norwegian owners, which 
havo sinco been paid. These debts 
are all good and have meanwhile 
mostly been liquidated. 

I will now turn to the other side 
of the Balance Sheet. 


Reserva Funp. 

This Fund now stands at Tis. 
940,500 but in spite of this, your 
Directors recommend applying fur- 
ther Tis. 259,500, out of the year’s 
profits to this Fund, and also call- 
ing up thg balance of the Com- 
pany’s unissued capital. The re- 
organization of our yards and the 
various extensions we have in 
view, as outlined in my speech 
last year, have not progressed as 
rapidly 23 I had hoped, due to 
reasons over which we have had 
no control, but they are going for 
ward novertheless as rapidly as 
possible. The enormous increase 
in the cost of everything, how- 
over, Will result in these exten- 
tions ultimately costing @ great 
deal more than was originally con- 
templated. For this reason, as 
also in view of. the very unsettled 
outlook in the world’ generally, 
your Directors are strongly of the 
opinion that we should continue 
to nurse our resources as much 2s 
possible. We are consequently te- 
questing you to authorize the 
issue of the balance of the Com. 
pany’s capital at a premium of 
Tis. 15 a share. 

‘There is every indication that, as 
a result of the unsettled state of 
affairs and inflation of values 
generally, we are drifting towards 
a serious financial crisis in Europe 
and America, which is bound to 
be reflected out here, and it would 








andj 





be a misfortune for us if our pro- 
gress of steady development should 
thereby be mterfered with. A 
concern like ours cannot stand 
stillit either goes forward, or 
rapidly backwards, and, when 
conditions in the engincering trade 
have become normal again, it is 
those concerns which “have kept 
up with the times and can, there- 
fore, work rapidly and cheaply, 
that will continue to prosper. 
By continuing to nurse our re- 
sources we are looking ahead and 
insuring thet wo shall be able to 
continuo our business uninterrupt- 
edly, even should bad times come, 
as we shall then be in the 
fortunste position of not having 
to go outside for financial assis- 
tance. 

If you approve of our proposals, 
our Paid-up Capital will be Tis. 
750,000, and our Reserve Fund will 
be Tis. 1,200,000. ‘Consequently 
the time will be rapidly approach. 
ing when we shall have to consider 
a reconstruction of the Company. 

The phenomenal result of our 
last year’s work is due to our 
policy of steady extension which 
has enabled us, not only to take 
on bigger work, but also to handle 
our work far more rapidly, so that 
the actual amount of work which 
we have been able to take on has 
beon much larger. 

As an illustration of this I would 
point out that our turnover in re- 
pairs alone exceeded that of the 
previous year by over Ts. 900,000. 

I trust, therefore, that you will 
heartily ‘support the recommenda- 
tion of your Directors with regard 
to last year’s appropriations. 

During the year we have built 
two steam steel towboats, two 
steel and wood steam and motor 
launches, four composite motor 
vessels, one steel pontoon and two 
steel lighters, in addition to 
large amount of repair work. 
Satisfactory progress has been 
made on the four 2.000-ton steam- 
ers, the first of which has been 
launched and will shortly be de- 
livered to the owners, and the re- 
maining three vessels ‘will be com~ 
pleted and delivered this year. 

We have also in course of con- 
struction one steel towboat, two 
steel launches, three, steel lighters, 
four steel pontoons, and one motor 
launch. Further contracts have been 
entered into for the construction 
of two 2,000-ton steel cargo steam. 
ers, one steel lights tender, two 


steel lighters and one motor 
Taunch. 
Our managing director Mr. 


Brankston, 18 going on leave very 
shortly, and after the — strenuous 
time he has been through during 
the past few years, I am sure you 
will join me in wishing him and 
his family a pleasant holiday. 
This, gentlemen, is all I have to 
say but, before sitting down, TI 


shall be pleased to reply to any 
questions the shareholders may 
like to ask. 


No questions being asked, the 
following resolutions were propose 
and carried :-— 

That the report and accounts as 
presented be passed. Proposed by 
the Chairman, seconded by Mr. J. 
H. Dollar. 
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‘That a dividend of Tis, 1.00 per 
share and a bonus of Tis 2.00 per 
share be paid for the year ended 
December 31, 1919. Proposed by 
the Chairman, seconded by Mr. J. 
H. Dollar. 

That the appointments of Mr. 
©. G, Mackie and Mr. 0. R. 
Burkill as directors be confirmed, 
and also that Mr. A. W. Brankston 
be re-elected a director of the com- 
pany. Proposed by the Mr. J. S. 
§. Cooper, seconded by Mr. J. 
Cromarty. 

That Messrs. G. H. & N. Thom- 
son be re-elected auditors of the 
company at a remuneration of Tis. 
750.00 per annum. Proposed by 
Mr. F. Schwyzer, seconded by Mr. 
C. E. Peacock. 

‘That a donation to patriotic and 
charitable funds of Shanghai Tls. 
20,000.00 be appropriated out of the 
profits of the company for distri- 
bution as the directors see fit. Pro- 
posed by Mr. H. M. Tibbey, second- 
ed by Mr. E. 0. Cumming. 

Proposed by the Chairman, 
seconded by Mr. A. W. Burkil 

(a) That the paid up share cap- 
ital of the company increased 
from Sh, Tls. 616,675.00 to Sh. Tis 
750,000.00 by the issue of the 20,685 
shares being tho balance of the un- 
issued shares. of the company, 
ranking for dividend and in all 
other respects pari pasen with the 
existing shares of the Company. 

(b) That the said 20.665 shares be 
offered in the firss instance at a 
premium of Tls. 15 per share to the 
members of the company in propor- 
tion as nearly as may be to the 
number of shares held by them 
respectively on the 13th day 
of March, 1920, but so that 
no fractional part of a share 
shall be issued, and upon the 
footing that the full amount of each 
sharo taken up plus the premium 
(making together Tls. 20 per share) 
shall be paid to the Company upoa 
acceptance of tho offer, and that 
such offer be made by notice. 
fying the number of shares to 
ich the member is entitled. and 
limiting a ttime within sthich the 
offer, if not accepted by payment. 
will bo deemed to be declined, and 
that the directors be empowered to 
dispose of the shares not taken in 
response to such offer.- as also any 
surplus shares. in such manner as 
they think most beneficial to the 
company. 

A vote of thanks, proposed by 
Mr. Tibbey, was cordially given. 
to the Chairman, Directors and 
Staff, for their excellent work dur- 
ing the year. 

‘The meeting then terminated. 














SHANGHAI STOCK 
EXCHANGE 


The annual general meeting of 
the members of the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange was held on Friday 
Jast at the Exchange, when Mr. 
Henry J. Clark, presided, support- 
ed by Messrs. F. J. Burret, C. E. 
Ellis, D. M. Gubbay, W. G. Wor- 
cester, Committee’ and F. B. 
Walker, Secretary. 


Addressing the meeting the Chair- 
man said:— 

Gentiemen,—I have the pleasure 
of addressing you brietiy this after- 
noon, my predecessor in his speech 
from the chair at the last annual 
meeting stated that he saw no rea- 
son to suppose that the year 1919 
would bring us anything but good 
business and as he then felt justi- 
fied in congratulating you on the 
work of 1918, perhaps I may be per- 
mitted to also congratulate you on 
the results of 1919, and without 
wishing to appear too optimistic I 
venture to hope that 1920 may be as 
good and I hope even better for all 
of us. 

For the first two months of the 
present year share business was very 
quiet and even depressing—possibly 
due to the aftermath of the very 
heavy settlement in December and 
the extraordinary stringency in the 
money market—and it speaks 
volumes for this institution that 
everything was satisfactorily ar- 
ranged between brokers and brokers 
and clients. 

With the advent of easier financial 
conditions and continued sound- 
ness in most, if not all, local 
stocks, the outlook at present is en- 
couraging I think. 

Tho attempt to inaugurate a 
clearing system for quarterly settle- 
ments has not had the success hoped 
for. A trial was made at the April 
settlement—a very small one. It 
was seen. however, that on the lines 
suggested it was not feasible for 
hig quarterly settlements, The idea 
is not lost sight of and it is to be 
hoped that some scheme may be de- 
vised sooner or later to obviate the 
present cumbersome method of pass- 
ing securities from hand to hand 
mony times during the day. 

‘The feature of the past year and 
‘one of the greatest importance to 
the “House” was the judgement 
given by his Honour Sir Havilland 
de Sausmarez in the Morgan v. 
Mack case on March 18 in favour 
of the plaintiff. As you are all 
aware the defence put up was that 
the contracts for forward business 
should specify the numbers by which 
such shares were designated in the 
registers of the companies issuing 
them. We may congratulate oursel- 
ves on the outcome which protects 
the members of this exchange in 
similar cases. 


The Stock Exchange some years 
ago agitated for what you now read 
as accomplished in the papers, viz.. 
that all British Companies regis- 
tered under the Hongkong Ordin- 
ances must have British Managers 
and/or Agents and British directors 
thus avoiding, in case of need, 
appeal to any but a British Court. 

This is all T have to say, gentle- 
men, except to ask your loyal sup- 
port of the actions of the new com- 
mittee, the personnel of which is 
entirely changed. Messrs. D. M. 
Gubbay and F. J. Burrett retire 
after many years of devoted service 
to your interests; the former 
Ieaves for home early next month 
and I feel that you will join me in 
ching him a very pleasant holi- 
day. Several former miembers of 
the Committee have rejoined it so 
that you may rest assured that 

















your best interests and those of the 
“House” will be carefully watched. 

I may here mention that during 
the past year two members have re- 
signed, viz., Messrs. W. A. Reed and 
W. S.'Davidson and’ their seats 
have been acquired by your Com- 
mittee. 

In view of the prosperous state 
of affairs the committee feel that 
they are giving expression to your 
wishes in donating the sum of £250 
to the King’s Fund for Disabled 
Soldiers and Sailors. 





HORSE BAZAAR & 
MOTOR CO., LD. 


The seventeenth annual general 
meeting of shareholders of the 
Shanghai Horse Bazaar & Motor 
Co., Ld., was held on Tuesday, 
at the head offices of the com- 
pany, No. 36 bubbling Well Road, 
the chainman, Mr. F. Ayscough, 
being supported to Dr. N. Macleod 
and Mr. J. Ambrose, directors. 

The notice convening the meeting 
having been read by the secretary, 
the Chairman jsaid:—Gentlemen : 
The repott and accounts have beon 
in your hands for some days I will 
as customary take them as read. 
Your directors are glad to be able 
to present to you accounts showing 
that the company has had a pros- 
perous year and has increased its 
business. 

The profit and loss account shows 
a net profit for the year of Tis. 
73,174.66 to which must be added 
the balance carried over from 1918 
Tis. 7,295.48 giving a total of Tis. 
80,570.14 to be disposed of. 

Motor Garsoz. 

As you are aware the days are 
past and gone when our business as 
job masters was the chief source of 
inceme; times have changed and 
the means of locomotion with them, 
consequently our main business is 
now centred in the motor garage 
and the coach building works which 
are now operated in conjunction 
with the former. 

Our garage, repair shops and 
body building’ works have under- 
gone further extension and, as you 
will have observed, a new and up- 
to-date show and store room has 
been added, and we think that the 
accommodation as it is at present 
it as good as possib'e considering, 
our buildings, the day being prob- 
ably not far off when we shall have 
to provide for further accommoda~ 
tion. 

At the: Iast meeting of share- 
holders we asked you to set aside- 
Tis. 10,000 as a reserve for new 
buildings; as you will see from the 
accounts most of the reserve having 
been utilized for the construction of 
the show room and for a new cart 
shed at Hanbury Road a balance 
remaing of only Tis. 2,153.27. 

‘As we foresee the necessity of 
providing even more garage space 
for the accommodation of cars be- 
longing to our customers we have: 
again this year asked you to sanc- 
tion the appropriation of Tis. 
10,000 out of the net profit to meet. 
such additional accommodation, 

Your directors consider the work- 
ing of the garage during the past 





year has been very satisfactory.. 
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Our business was much hampered 
during the best part of the season, 
namely, the summer months, owing 
to the constant difficulty in obtain- 
ing cars, accessories, ete., from 
abroad. 

As you know it has been difficult 
to obtain shipping space and the 
general Tabour unrest all over the 
world has been a source of constant 
anxiety to all firms which are de- 
pendent upon importintions of 
manufactured articles. 

We regret that the hope which we 
held oué to you last year of being 
able to obtain cars and motor acces- 
sories from England has not 
materialized; I presume that you 
mow that the demand in Europe 
for cars has been so great that the 
manufacturers have not been able 
to fill home orders and, therefore, 
have so far declined to make ship- 
ments abroad. 

What I have said reminds me of 
a little thing I culled from that 
splendid paper “Punch” not long 
ago. The scene was multimillion- 
aire Uncle George and several 
excited ladies, the central figure a 
baby his Grand Nephew—Uncle 
George a bald headed old person 
exploded as follows: “‘He’s a good 
?un. He’s a chip of the old block. 
Vl buy an option on a six cylinder 
two-seater to-day so that it'll be 
ready for him when he’s 21. 
even if I’ve to sell half my 
estates in Brazil and all my oil 
shares.” “Punch” mirrors the times 
very truly. Gentlemen I trust the 
Horse Bazaar will not be in the 
— that Uncle George foresaw. 

whe fact is, however, that the de- 
mand for English made cars in 
‘the land of their creation is such 
that the trade in the Far East has, 
protem at any rate, gone by the 

ard. 


‘We hope, however, that the worst 
is now over. You will be glail to 
‘know that we have secured valuable 
agencies from some of the best 
‘known British car makers and hope 
soon to receive the first. shipments 
not only of British built cars but 
also from our friends Messrs. 
Berliet of Lyon and the Fiat. Com- 
pany of Torino for whom we are 
now the sole agents. 

Our increased business has, of 
course required a corresponding 
increase of stocks of cars, spare 
parts, accessories, etc. Manufac- 
turers’. prices are still maintained 
about the same level and in some 
‘cases even higher than they were 
during the war. As there seems to 
“be no indication of lower prices in 
the near future your directors deen 
it advisable to ask you to appro- 
priate a sum of Tls. 10,000 to be 
placed to a special account called 
“tock reserve” to be utilized if we 
‘experience a considerable drop in 
‘prices which would naturally, 
affect the valué of the stocks which 
we have on hand. 


Fopper. 

We have had an average of 176 
animals the property of the Com- 
pany to feed every month, the ex- 
penses i connexion with them have 
been almost the same as in 1918. 

Buosnas- 


‘I am glad to be able to tell you 
that we closed this, as far as we 


are concerned, impossible business 
at the end of 1919. 

Turning to the accounts as pre- 
sented I have the following remarks 
to make:—Hongkong & Shang- 
hai Banking Corporation.—We had 
on December 31 a debit balance 
of Tis. T21,178.73 as against Tis. 
49,501.76 at the end of 1918; the in- 
crease is entirely due to the large 
increase in stocks. You will have 
noticed that the overdraft with the 
bank is secured by mortgage on the 
company’s property of which the 
three main items are:— 


Land, book value ‘Ts, 118,141.17 
Buildings, book value 137,209.80 
General Stocks, net cost 206,315.87 


‘Tis. 461,666.84 


Scyory Creprrors. 

The general sundry creditors 
account Tls. 40,408.27 consists 0; 
bill debts, and were all paid at the 
beginning of February; deposits 
amounting to Tis. 2,416.67 were 
made by Chinese customers who 
have purchased motor cars from 
Europe and have preferred to pay 
for them in advance. 





Generat Reserve. 


Of Tis. 60,000 remains unaltered 
and is in the opinion of your diree- 
tors sufficient, as it ’ represents 
about 22} per cent. of the paid up 
capital of the company. 

Bap Desrs Reserve. 

Although this reserve is Tis. 
5,007.23 1 shall later on ask you to 
allocate a further sum of Tis. 5,00: 
to it and so increase it to Tis. 
10,000 or thereabouts. 

Our sundry debtors account is in 

a very satisfactory condition but 
your directors think that consider- 
ing our much increased business it 
is prudent to provide for a sub- 
stantial bad debts reserve, and as 
we are dealing in articles which 
often run into large figures your 
directors hope that you will” ap- 
prove of this allocation. 
_ We foresee the necessity of provid. 
ing more garage space for tho ac- 
commodation of cars belonging to 
our constituents so we have again 
this year asked you to reserve Tis. 
10,000 out of the net profits to meet 
additional necessary alterations. 


Usconecten Divivexps. 

We have held this small amount in 
suspense for some time but propose 
to deal with it at tho end of the 
current year in accordance with the 
provision in our articles of associa- 
tion for such items. 


Deprectations. 

The usual depreciation of 10 per 
cent. has been provided for on 
furniture and fittings, machinery 
and plant and electrical fittings; 
on the buildings we have provided 
for a depreciation of 1} per cent. 
on Tis. 149,239.51 which is the total 
arrived at by adding to the origin- 
al book value of buildings and the 
cost of new buildings after deduct- 
ing the value of buildings sold dur- 
ing former years. 

Turning to the credit side of the 
balance sheet: sundry debtors 
amount to a total of Tis. 80,062.51 
of which Tls. 72,144.53 are “general 





sundry debtors” while a sum of 
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‘Tis. 7,917.98 represents mostly pay- 
ments made to firms abroad or 
money due to us from them. Tho 
“general sundry debtors” show: 
accounts amounting to Tls. 72,144.53 
and includes Detember. accounts 
totalling Tls. 39,658.58 which were 
not due until January 1920, 

Out of the total of “general sun- 
dry debtors” of Tls. 72,144.53 which 
appeared in our books at December 
31, 1919 a sum of Tis. 45,238.50 has 
been collected up to date. 

. I shall before the meeting dis- 
solves ask you to sanction the writ- 
ing off of: 





Furniture and fittings Tis. 1,000 
Machinery and plant 1000 
Flectrical’ fittings, 2,000 


If, as your directors hope, you 
will’ allow this, the three assets 
mentioned will be written down to 
respectively : 


Forniture and fittings, ‘TMs. 109.30 
Machinery and plant 240.99 
Lkctrical fittings 497.63 


These figures are, of course, en- 
tirely nominal, as the assets refer- 
red to, are of considerable value, 
but we have thought it advisable to 
suggest the depreciations mentioned. 
I.may here remark that your diree- 
tors are asking you for an alloca 
tion of Tls. 3,986 as a set-off against 
a claim against a firm of manufac- 
turers at home which although com- 
pletely justified we may be unable 
to enforce. 

Lanp Account. 

The company owns land to an 
assessed value of ‘ls. 211,788.50 
while the book value (purchase 
price) is Tls. 118,141.17, a difference 
of Tis, 93,647.33. 


Buitpixes- 

The cost of the show room_and 
of a cart shed at Hanbury Road 
totalling Tls. 7,846.73 was paid out 
of our special reserve fund so that 
the net addition to buildings in 
our books is only Tis. 869.35 being 
cost of various small additions to 
our property on Gordon Road and 
Bubbling Well Road. 

General Stocks, amount to Tis. 
206,315.87 as against Tls. 164,380.18 
at the end of 1918; I have already 
said that this increase is due to the 
increase in our business. 


Teterone SHARES. 

We have sixteen shares which 
have cost us Tls. 1,190; on Decem- 
ber 31, 1919 these shares were quot- 
ed at Tis. 69, or for the 16 shares 
Tis. 1,104 so that there is a differ- 
ence between purchase (price and 
actual-selling value at the time of 
the closing of the accounts of Tis. 
86. In future such difference if 
any will bo written off. 

Cash in Compradore’s hands, Tls. 
33,009.21, was banked during Janu- 
ary. The compradore who is fully 
guaranteed acts as our cashier. 


‘Tua Smarr. 

Your directors wish to acknow- 
ledge the excellent work done for 
the company by our staff during 
the past year from the general 
manager downwards. Like other 
people we have had some labour 
froubles but they have been amic- 
ably adjusted. Wie hope and be- 





lieve that you will vote in favour 
of granting a bonus to the men who 
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have worked hard and well for our |, 


weal. 

This, gentlemen, is all that 

ink is of interest to you but if 
any shareholder should wish furth- 
er information I shall be pleased to 
give it to the best of my ability. 

There being no discussion the 
following resolutions were pro- 
posed and adopted: — 

1.—That the report and statement 
‘of accounts be accepted and passed. 
—Proposed by t%e Chairman and 
seconded by Mr. J. Ambrose. 

2.—That the amount available 
for ‘distribution, namely Tls. 80,- 
570.14, be dealt with as follows: 


Dividend of 12 per cent. Tis, 32,400.00 
New Building Reserve 110,000.00 
Tad Debts Reserve 5,000.00 
Stock Reserve 10,000.00 
To write off — 
Electrical Fittings 2,000.00 
Machinery and Plant 1,000.00 
Furnituré and Fittings 1,000.00 
Bonus to Staff of 10 per cont,  4.928.74 
Claim held in suspense 3,986.00 


Balance carried forward 10,255.40 





As above Tis. 60,570.14 





Proposed by the Chairman and 
seconded by Dr. N. Macleod. 
3.—That. Dr. N, Macleod be re- 
elected a director of the company— 
Proposed by Mr. W. H. Bentley 
and seconded by Mr. A. K. Crad- 





4.—That Messrs. Lowe, Bingham 
and Matthews be reappointed audi- 
tors to the company for the ensuing 
year.—Proposed by Mr. G. Harris 
Purcell and seconded by Mr. Brodie 
A. Clarke. 

Mr. A. W. Burkill then proposed 
that the directors’ remuneration be 
raised’ to the sum of Tis. 750 per 
annum. This resolution was second- 
ed by Mr. R. Paterson and was 
voted for unanimously. 

In acknowledging the above re- 
solution the Chairman said: 
Gentlemen:—Mr. A. W. Burkil 
proposal has been passed unanim- 
ously by you. Apart from the 
monetary consideration, your vote 
is, I believe, ono of confidence in 
us. It is ‘a pleasant thought. 
Gentlemen, I trust that your direc- 
tors in years to come may sti 
further aid in increasing this busi- 
ness on sound profitable lines. 
Meantime wo heartily thank you 
for your appreciation of our work. 

‘The mecting then adjourned. 


WEIHAIWEI LAND CO. 


Tho annual general meeting of 
the shareholders in the Weihaiwei 
Land & Building Co., Ld., was held 
on Wednesday at No, 8 Jinkee 
Road, when Mr. C. R. Shaw pre- 
sided, supported by Messrs. E. E. 

















Clark and R. N. Macleod, direc: 
tows. ‘Tho total attendance of 
shareholders represented 1,643 
shares. 


The notice convening the meet- 
ing and the auditor’s report hav- 
ing been read, the chairman said: 

Before proceeding itl the 
business of the meeting, I should 
like to express the deep regret we 
all feel at the loss we sustained 
last year by the denth of our 
chairman, Mr. C. W. Wrightson. 

The report and accounts have 
been in your hands for some time 
and with your permission I will 
‘take them as read. 











Working account shows Tis. 
329.51 more profit than last year, 
although rentals were ‘fls. 387 less, 
but against this our repairs came 
to Tis. 1,127 less than in the previous 
year. 

Profit and loss account, after 
transferring Tis. 1,000 to credit of 
renewals and improvements ac- 
count and Tis. 3,500 to credit 
of reserve fund, shows a balance 
of Tis. 3,657.34, out of which 
it is proposed ‘to pay a divi- 
dend of 3 percent or Tis. 
0.60 per share, absorbing Tis. 
2,204.40, and to carry forward the 
balance of Tis. 1,452.94 I would 
mention that all the bungalows in 
Half Moon Bay need painting 
this year. 

Several leases have already been 
signed for the coming summer. 
and applications have been received 
for most of the others, so it is 
hoped they will all be let. 

Regarding the future. we know 
nothing moro than we did at this 


time last year, so we must just 
wait patiently, hoping always 
that somo day security of tenure 


will be granted, to enable the port 
of Weihaiwei to go ahead. 

I havo nothing further to say, 
but if any sharcholder has any 
questions to ask I shall be pleased 
to answer them to the best of my 
ability. 

There being no questions the 
following resolutions were adopted. 

Proposed by Mr. Shaw and 
second by Mr. Clark:—That the 
report and accounts as presented 
he passed. and that a dividend of 
3 per cent. or Ts. 0.60 per share 
be _paid. 

Proposed by Mr. A, L. Anderson 
and seconded by C. R. Shaw:— 
That Mr. E. FE. Clark be re-elected 
a director of the company. 

Proposed by Mr. C. R. Shaw and 
seconded by Mr. R. N. Macleod :— 
That Messrs. Lowe, Bingham & 
Mathews be re-elected auditors to 
the company. 


SHANGHAI LAND 
INVESTMENT CO. 


‘The thirty-Grst annual general 
meeting of the shareholders of the 
Shanghai Land Investment Co., 
Id., was held on Thursday 
at the offices of the company, No. 2 
Jinkee Road, the chair being 
occupied by Mr. E. C. Pearce, who 
was supported by Messrs. H. E. 
Arnhold, C. G. S. Mackie, H. A. J. 
Macray, and E. C. Richards, diree- 
tors, and sharebolders representing 
2,563. shares. 

The secretary having read the 
notico convening the meeting and 
the auditors’ report, the chairman 
said :— 

Gentlemen, Before _commens- 
ing the business of the meet- 
ing I have regrettably to an- 
nounce the loss sustained by 
the Company through death. 
venture to think that it has never 
occurred in the annals of any 
Shanghai Company that the Chair- 
man has had to refer in his opening 
speech to the sad loss during any 
year of two active Directors and 
one past Director. I refer, gentle- 
men, to the demise of Mr. E. Jen- 











ner Hogg, your late Chairman, to 
Mr. C. W. Wrightson, both active 
Directors until the time of their 
death, and to Mr. H. R. Kinnear, 
a late partner in Messrs. Gibb, 
Livingston & Co., who died in 
England, having retired from the 
Board in 1913. 

To Mr. Hogg I should like to 
make more than special reference. 
He was your Chairman for 20 years, 
in fact, he was one of the originaf 
Directors on the formation of the 
Company in 1889. Throughout, the 
20 years his advice, due to his keen 
business acumen and general know- 
ledge of Shanghai land values, has 
always been of the utmost value to 
the Company. By his kindly dis- 
position he endeared himself not 
only to his colleagues on the Board, 
but to all who came in contact with 
him. His loss will be sadly felt by: 
the shareholders. To Mrs. Hoge 
and his relatives I should like to 
place on record the Company's most 
sincere and heartfelt sympathy in 
their sad bereavement. 

Mr. C. W. Wrightson was lected 
to the Board in 1900 and was « most 
valued member of your Board, @ 
most conscientious and hard-work- 
ing Director. His death is a great 
loss to the Company. To Mrs. 
Wrightson and his friends we ex- 
tend our sympathy. 

Mr. Kinnear, who died in Eng- 
land during the year, was associat~ 
ed with the Company since its in- 
ception in 1889. He took a very 
Keen interest in the welfare of the 
Company right up to the time of 
his leath, although he retired from 
active participation in 1913. 

By the denth of these three gentle- 
nien, the Company has sustained a 
great loss and it will he exceedingly 
difficult to fill their places on your 
Board. 

Excusxce Apverse 10 BurnprNa. 

You will see from the Report and 
‘Accounts which with your permis- 
sion will be taken as read that we 
have not undertaken any extensive 
building programme since the last 
annual meeting of sharcholders. 

‘The year 1919 has been marked by 
an unprecedented rise in the vale 
of silver and this coupled with, 
and perhaps the cause of a great 
tightness in money has made it in- 
expedient to issue debentures, ever: 
had it been possible to place any 
considerable quantity of debentures 
on the market, the price of issue 
would have made the interest 
charges too high for profitable in- 
vestment by. the Company. This 
has necessarily greatly curtailed 
our activities and except for the 
conversion into shops of certain 
houses in North Szechuen Road our 
work during the year has been 
confined to the upkeep and manage- ~ 
nient of our existing properties. 





Hovsixe ror Juntons- 

A further reason which has caused. 
us to refrain from any large 
capital expenditure was our desire 


1| to do something to-meet the present 


shortage of houses at moderate 
rents. During the year we were 
approached by certain firms on the 
question of building houses to 
accommodate the junior menibers 
of their staffs. After considerable 
negotiation we now hope to come to 
an agreement with a number of 
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important firms to erect, detached 
-and semi-detached four and five 
room houses on our Jessfield Estate 
No. 21. If the negotiations now in 
progress are successfully ‘conclud- 
ed, a start will be made on 43 of 
these houses, which will be let to 
the firms interested, on a 95 years’ 
lease at rents which, while 
giving us a fair return on our 
money, are reasonable for the well 
built up-to-date houses which are 
to be provided. The scheme pro- 
mises to be very popular and al- 
ready applications have been re- 
ceived from a sufficient number of 
additional firms to make a second 
scheme possible. 

Your Directors have realized that 
the housing problem, especially for 
the young married’ man, is cri- 
‘tical. The commercial welfare of 
Shanghai demanded that some steps 
should be taken to meet the situa- 
tion and’we are of the opinion that 
the arrangements we have arrived 
at are the best fitted to give lasting 
satisfaction to both landlord and 
tenant, and that we cannot utilize 
our reserves in a better way than 
this, which, while meeting a great 
public need gives us a fair return 
on our capital guaranteed over a 
number of years. 





Rents. 

Your Directors have heard it 
rumoured during the past few years 
that our rents both foreign and 
Chinese-are considerably lower than 
thoy need be. While not admitting 
that this is so, I think it well to 
sketch out to you very briefly, the 
policy of the Company and its 
results in this respect. We have 
always believed that it is better to 
have all our premises fully let than 
to have a certain proportion empty 
with the remainder let at a slightly 
increased rent. With all property 
the presence of empty houses gives 
‘the neighbourhood an unprosperous 
and unattractive appearance, and 
premises remaining empty for a 
Tengthened period will frequently 
result in adjoining houses being 
also vacated, Vacant property also 
gets into disrepair moro rapidly 
than tenanted property. 

These two last considerations are 
Specially marked in the case of 
Chines. properties. But apart 
‘rom this it is often lost sight of, 
that if a Chinese house rented at 
say $8 per month be increased to 
$9 per month and becomess vacant 
in consequence and remains empty 
for say six months, it will take four 
years of the increase in rent to 
make good the six months loss, or 
in 100 of such houses it is only 
necessary to have vacant 12 houses 
to nullify the increase on the re- 
maining 88 houses. Our policy has 
resulted in our properties ‘being 
uniformly well filled, and this often 
during times when ‘empty Chinese 
and foreign premises were by ‘no 
means uncommon. 





A Pnocresstve Potrcy. 

From 1914 to 1918 no considerable 
increase in Chinese rents were im- 
posed—during these years the busi- 
ness of the small shopkeeper! (a 
class who occupy a large number 
of our houses) was far from pros- 
perous. The less wealthy members 
. of the Chinese community were 





costs of living and the time was 
certainly not opportune for any 
general and considerable increase 
in rent. It must be remembered 
that tho classes I am speaking of 
have no real or permanent tie to 
Shanghai, and when times are bad 
it takes little to drive them out of 
Shanghai into their native places 
in the country, a very undesirable 
occurrence so far as our interests 








are concerned. During 1918 condi- |" 


tions materially improved—labour 
was demanding higher wages and 
the small shopkeeper reaped a cor- 
responding benefit. We took ad- 
vantage of this and from the second 
moon of 1919 we increased the 
majority of our Chinese rents by 
amounts which show a total in- 
crease for 1919 over 1918 of Tis, 
13.000 and as conditions remained 
still good during 1919 we made an 
advance for the 12th moon of 1919 
which will give a further increase 
for 1920 of Tls. 35,000. These two 
taken together are an increase of 
15} per cent. on our Chinese rents. 

Our policy with foreign property 
is substantially the same, though of 
course the existence of leases makes 
the possible increases somewhat 
irregular, the total amounts of 
increases’ for foreign property are, 
however, for 1919 Tls. 26,000 over 
1918 and for 1920 Tls. 26,000 over 
1919. From what I have said, it 
will I think be plain to you that 
although we play for safety, our 








policy is progressive. 
Tue New Accovsts. 

‘Turning to the accounts you will 
see from the balance sheet that for 
the first time we present an interest 
on Undeveloped Land Suspense 
Account, and a Depeciation of 
Buildings Reserve Account in ac- 
cordance with the recommendation 
contained in the auditors’ certi- 
ficate last year. 

These two accounts were fully 
dealt with by the Chairman at the 
last annual meeting of share- 
holders, and I think it is only 
necessary for me to say that tho 
interest on Undeveloped Land 
Suspense Account has been opened 
with Ts. 311,277.88 the balance of 
Improvements and Renewals _Ac- 
count 1918, and Tis. 378,979.93 from 
Reserve Account as recommended 
by our auditors, and the interest 
on undeveloped land during 1919 
has been carried to this account. 

Provision was made last year in 
the appropriations of the P. and 
L. Account balance for the coni- 
mencement of a Depreciation of 
Building’s Reserve Account Tls. 
3,917 being set aside for this pur- 
pose. In this year’s accounts Tls. 
24,190 has been debited to Working 
Account and credited to Deprecia- 
tion Account as the provision made 
for Depreciation of Buildings dur- 
ing 1919. 

Worxixe Accovnt. 

On the credit side gross rents are 
increased by Tls. 40,660.21 outgoings 
for fire insurance. repairs, taxes, 
ete., by Tis. 8,221.38 leaving a net 
increase in rents of Tis. 32,438.83. 











Interest is Tis. 18,822 less, and 
commission is increased by Ts. 
4,099. 


On the debit side there is a redue- 
tion in charges of approximately 


suffering from the ever increasing! Tls. 9,500, salaries are very slightly 





increased. Office and godown rents 
are decreased because certain rent 
allowances granted to our staff are 
this year included in salaries 
whereas previously these allowances 
have been charged to Rental Ac- 
count. There is therefore really a 
considerable reduction in salaries 
account due to Mr. Sparke’s absence 
in France and the death of Mr. 
Browne, our late foreman. 

The increase in legal expenses 
was incurred in connexion with the 
cancellation of leases entered into 
before the war with enemy subjects. 

In comparing the balance at 
credit of Working Account for 1919 
with the balance for 1918, it is 
necessary to add the sum of Tis. 
24,190 set aside for depreciation to 
this year’s balance because in 1918 
the amount of depreciation was 
taken from the appropriations of 
the P. and L. Account balance. 

Prorit axp Loss Account. 

The balance at credit of P. and 
L. Account) is Tls. 221,964.60 as 
compared with Ts. 233,941.19 for 
1918. The difference is accounted for 
as I have already explained by the 
fact that Tls. 24,190, the amount 
set aside for depreciation of build- 
ings, has been this year debited to 
Working Account. 

We carry forward to New Ac- 
count Tis. 26,964.80 as compared 
with Ts, 15,024.19 brought forward 
from 1918. 

IMPROVEMENTS AND RENEWALS 
axp Reserve. 

‘The suggestions made by the 
Auditors last year as embodied in 
their certificate have this year been 
carried out, and this has naturally 
had the effect of automatically clos- 
ing the Improvements and Renew- 
als Account. It was mentioned in 
the Chairman’s remarks at the last 
meeting that the disappearance of 
this account was regretted by the 
Directors. The account, as has been 
explained on more than one occa- 
sion, serves a very useful purpose. 
You will remember that it is to this 
account that we debit the cost of 
such improvements and_ renewals, 
which though not of a direct rent 
earning character have tke effect of 
reducing the expenditure on future 
repairs. The cost of such improve- 
ments may be very necessary for the 
welfare of our property may well 
be a heavy charge on any one year's 
Working Account, but by debiting 
the cost to Improvements and 
Renewals the charge is spread over 
a number of years. ks 

After very careful consideration 
and with the full approval of our 
‘Auditors your Directors have de- 
cided to reopen this account, and 
for this purpose we have taken Tis. 
144,065.79 from Reserve; to this 
amount will be added’ from time to 
time such sums as are available and 
as may appear necessary from the 
balance of Proft and Loss Account, 
and we shall continue to debit + 
the account the cost of improve- 
ments and renewals. 

Our Reserve Fund now stands at 
Tis. 1,000,000 as against Tis. 
1,523,045.72 shown in. the accounts 
last year. T however, is no 
real reduction in our reserves as we 
have opened a Land Suspense Ac- 














count with an amount of Tis. 
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690,257.81, which for all practical} Bain and seconded by Mr. C. H.C.) In connexion ch the thinning 


purposes is also a reserve giving 
us a total in these two accounts of 
‘Tis. 1,690,257.81. 

There is an increase in the book 
values of estates due to interest on 
undeveloped land, some new build- 
ings on our Dixwell Road Exten- 
sion property and conversion into 
shops of certain houses on North 
Szechuen Road. 

Mixor Trews, 

Sundry Debtors—Include_uncol- 
lected rent and mortgage interest 
mainly for the month and quarter 
respectively current at the closing 
of our books and most of which has 
now been collected. 

Shares Purchase Account—repre- 
sents the amount paid for enemy 
shares purchased last August at a 
price which your Directors consider 
favourable. 

Debenture Purchase Account— 
shows the sum paid for some of our 
debentures which are redeemable 
this year. Wo had an opportunity 
of purchasing these at a consider- 
able discount which your Board 
did not hesitate to accept in view 
of the fact that they are redeemable 
at par in April. 

Tae Starr. 

During the year we have been 
‘again short-handed. Mr. Sparke 
returned, after an absence of more 
than two years, from his service 
in France, towards the close of the 
year. 

‘The position made vacant by the 
death of Mr. Duncan Browne, our 


clerk-of-works, has not yet been 
filled. 
Mr. Peebles left for a somewhat 


overdue home leave in January 
last, and we hope he will be able 
to secure the services of a suitable 
elerk-of-works while he is in Eng- 
Jand. 

In regard to the future I con- 
sider that our prospects are bright. 
Our rent roll is annually increasing 
and we have started, as opportun- 
ity occurs, to raise the rate of in- 
terest on our mortgage loans. 

Tue Litttz Wooven Het. 

The question of the erection of 
small wooden houses is occupying 
the attention of your Board. 

T have, I think, dealt fully with 
the Company’s affairs, but if there 
is any point upon which you are 
not clear, I shall be pleased to 
answer any questions to the best of 
my_abilit; 

‘No questions being forthcoming 
the following resolutions were pro- 
posed and adopted: 

1. That the report and accounts 
as presented be accepted and pass- 
ed.—Proposed by = Chairman and 
seconded by Mr. H. A. J. Macray. 

2.—That the iinestore be author- 
ized to pay a final dividend for the 
Year 1919 of five, per cent. on the 
‘paid up capital to shareholders on 
the register at-this date.—Proposed 
by the Chairman and seconded by 
Mr. H. A. J. Macray. 

3.—That Mr. E. C. Pearco be re- 
elected Director of the compa 
Proposed by Mr. C. B. Beswick and 
seconded by Mr. R. M. Saker. 

4.—That the appointment of 
Messrs. C. G. 8S. Mackie, E. C. 
Richards and H. E. Arnhold be 
confirmed.—Proposed by Mr. C. M. 























Platt. 

5.—That Messre. Lowe, Bingham 
& Mat be re-elected andi- 
tors for the current year at a re- 
muneration of Tis. 750.—Proposed 
by Mr. W. Carlson and seconded 
by Mr. A. H. Wood. 

The meeting closed by a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, Mr. E. C. 
Pearce, proposed by* Mr. Bain, 
and cordially supported by all pre- 
sent. 

















ANGLO-JAVA ESTATES 


The annual general meoting of 
the sharcholders in the Anglo-Java 
Estates, Ld., was held on Thursday 
afterncon at the offices of the 
secretaries and general managers, 
Messrs. J. A. Wattie & Co, Ld, 
when Mr. A. J. Welch presided, 
supported’ by Messrs J. H. 
MeMichael, W. S. Jackson, E. I. 
Ezra and W. Wakeford Cox. The 
attendance of shareholders repre- 
sented 91,096 shares 

The notice convening the mect- 
ing having been read the chairman 
said:— 

Gentlemen,—Following the prac: 
tice usually adopted, I will assume 


| that I have your permission to take 


the report and accounts as read. 

‘The auditors’ report, however, 
is as follows: — 

“We have obtained all the in- 
formation and explanations we 
have required. The dividends 
declared by N. V. Limburg Landen 
and Djarangan Estates, Ld., have} ¢4! 
been taken from a telegram re- 
ceived on March §, 1920. by the 
general managers. Subject to the 
foregoing the above balance sheet 
is, in our opinion, properly drawn 
up so as to exhibit a true and 
correct view of the state of the 
company’s affairs according to the 
best of our information and the 
explanations given us and as shown 
by the books.” 

Lowe, Bingham & Matthews, 
Auditors. 

The report is compiled in the 
usual form, and it has again been 
the endeavour of your directors to 
make it a comprehensive survey of 
the year's working. 

The planted areas have under- 
gone some slight changes during 
the year, but, as you were inform- 
ed about these at the last annual 
meeting and were given the rea- 
sons which occasioned them, I 
shall not repeat them. 

Of the 159 acres formerly under 
cocoa. 140 acres have been planted 
with hemp and 19 acres, where the 
soil is of better quality, have been 
set aside to be planted with hevea. 

‘The area under hemp is thus in- 
creased to 948 acres, which it is 
hoped is large enough to yield a 
sufficient supply of leaves to keep 
tho fibro machines constantly em- 
ployed. 

‘These were the only important 
changes that took place, but, of 
course, the work of thinning out, 
both hevea and coffce, was continu- 
ed. Agreat many of the coffee 
trees were cut out, and some 17,000 
hevea trees were removed on Lim 
burg and 4.900 on Djarangan. 











out of the hevea trees it frequently 
happens, that, in order to secure 
proper alignment or for some other 
reason, there is room for a supply, 
and of such supplies over 7,000 
were planted last year. 

These supplies are grown from 
seeds obtained from the most pro- 
ductive trees, azd, needless to say, 
are selected with the greatest care, 

Dealing now with the harvests, T 
may say that, speaking generally, 
they were quite satisfactory. 

The outturn cf rubber 











very 


considerably exceeded the estimate _ 
reached ~ 


and tho harvest of hemp, 
the estimate, but the coffee crop 
amounted to only two—thirds of 
the quantity expected. 

‘As you will have seen from the 
report, the cost of production, on 
both estates, shows a very gratify: 


ing reduction from the previous ~ 


year’s figures, while the cost of 
‘the combined output laid down in 
Soerabaya works out at just 
under 6d. per Jb., as against over 
7d. for 1918 and nearly 63d. for 
1917. 

The figures disclosed in the table 
giving particulars of the produc- 
tion are equally as satisfactory, 
showing as they do an increase in 
the area in tapping from 4,142 to 
5.546 acres during the last. four 
vears, with a coincident inereaso 
in the yield per acre from 274 to 

7_ Ib. 

Unfortunately, it is impossible 
to determine tho exact sterling 
lent of the guilder prics 
obtained for the rubber sold, which. 
amounted to nearly 2,000,000 Ib. 
because of the many ups and downs 
of the exchange rates between Lon- 
don and Java; but it may be taken 
as approximately 2/0s. per pound. 

For the current year the combin- 
ed output is estimated at 2,650,000 
Yb. but I think that, if favourable 
weather obtains, we may safely 
anticipate a somewhat larger 
yield. 

Two forward sales have been 
made for 1930, one of 20 tons of 
smoked sheet per month, at 1/103 
per Ib. and the other of a similar 
quantity at F. 1.90 per half kilo, 
both ex-godown Soerabaya. 

So long as sterling exchange is 
fluctuating so violently, you will 
no‘ doubt appreciate the advisabil- 
ity of sclling a part, at least, of 
the crop in tho same currency as 
that expenditure must be met. 

The hemp harvest, at 1597 
piculs. was approximately _ what 
had been anticipated, but probab- 
ly another 1,000 piculs would have 
been obtained, had it not been for 
ashes which folldwed 
of the Kloet volcano. 
This ash rain damaged the young 
leaves, and made it necessary to 
harvest them before they had 
reached their full growth. . 

The cost of production is not 
given in the report, for the reason 
that it would have been mislead- 
ing, owing to the small area that 
was in bearing and to the heavy 
upkeep of the immature areas, 
which was charged to revenue. 

Only a very small part of the 
crop was sold by the end of the 
year, and the average price-realiz- 
ed was much legs than that obtain- 
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ed for some years past, owing to 
the short length of the fibre and 
the generally inferior quality 
brought about by the ash damage. 

‘Tho coffee crop, on both estates. 
fell: short of the estimate. On 
Djarangan the Kloet eruption 
must be held responsible, as the 
trees were literally covered with 
fine hot ashes which destroyed the 
berries; while on Limburg, in ad- 
dition to the ash rain, unfavour- 
able weather prevented the berries 
from maturing properly. 

The short crop is reflected in the 
cost of. production, which, at 
F. 98.40 per picul, is nearly three 
times as much as it was the year 
before; but sales realized F. 56.79 
per picul, likewise nearly three 
times as much as the year before. 

For the current year, owing to 
the long dry season, the crop will 
again be a small one, and only 
some 2,000 piculs are expected. 

Turning now to the accounts, 1 
will -deal first with those cf 
Diarangan, 

The profit for the year, as shown 
in tho working account, was F. 
560,868.45, as against F. 216, 
for 1918, and exceeds by F. 174, 
the profit made in 1916, heretofore 

" the largest since the formation of 
the company. 

This handsome profit was made 
almost enfirely from rubber, as 
the 142 piculs of coffeo harvested 
and sold realized a profit of some- 
what less than F. 4,000, and is a 
splendid vindication of the optim- 
ism expressed by the chairman 
when addressing you last year. 

Under development account in the 
belance shect you will see that 
F.16,920 were spent on the im 
areas on Loengoer Redjo di 
This is practically the same amount 
ax was spent in 1918, but is some- 
what. more than was estimated, for 
the reason that extraordinary ex- 
Wenditure was incurred as a result 
of the volcanic disturbance. 

‘Other cspenditure on capital 
account, which is quite ordinary 
and usual, is tully explained in the 
report. 

The Shanghai company appears 
as a debtor in the sum of F.141,894, 
iut since the accounts were 
up, this has been turned 














into a 





eredit balance of F.58,105 by the 
jayment, of the final dividend, 

The Limburg Landen working 
account discloses a profit of 
F.1,232,961, which exceeds by 
¥.22.000 the profit made in 1916, 
which in turn, like that of 


Djarengan, was ’ the largest since 
ie company was formed. 

But, whereas the products other 
than rubber contributed to the 
1916 profit a sum of over F.475,000. 
the profis derived from these 
products in 1919 was considerably 
tess than a quarter of that amount. 

This excellent result is chiefly 
due to the better prices that pre- 
vailed in the rubber market but it 
spust not be forgotten that ‘the 
saving of nearly a penny per pound 
in the cost of production was also 











a factor F 
Tho expenditure on capital ac- 
count is explained in the report, 


- Dut there is perhaps one item that 
J should explain a little more fully. 
You will notice under the heading 
of buildings, that F200 was 





ieceived from a fire insurance 
ciaim, this claim arose through a 
fire that occurred last October and 
siestroyed one of the rubber drying 
houses and about 5,000 Ib. of 
rubber. The building and contents 
vere fully covered by insurance but 
We were exezedingly Iucky that the 
fire was confined io this one build- 
ing, as it was solely due to the 
prompt measures. taken by the 
mnager and his assistants, who 
oiganized a chain of 200 or 300 
coolies passing water in their latex 
pails, that a conflagration cf a 
much more serious nature was aver. 
ed. We owe all concerned a deep 
debt of gratitude for their prompr- 
ness and resource in dealing with 
this emergency. To guard against a 
similar danger in future your 
directors have sanctioned the’ in 
stallation, of 2 4 in. iron pipe with 
the necessary attachments for 
hoses, throughout the factory 
grounds. The water supply which 
will come from the tank through 
the centrifugal pump in the factory 
is sufficient to allow of two 1} in. 
and two 2} in, streams being used 
at the same time; so should we be 
go unfortunate as to have another 
fire we shall be in a position to 
reduce the damage to a minimum. 
‘This installation, although not 
entirely finished, ‘was in working 
order in the most dangerous area 
by the end of December; the esti- 
mated cost is between F.5,000 and 
* the Shoaghai 

¢ Shanghai company appears 
ac a credity= in the sum of F-119,416 
which has been increased, since the 
accounts were made up to F.519,416 
by the final dividend, 

Lam glad to be able ta tell you 
that the reserve motive power. 
comprising a boiler of 180 H.P. and 
an engine of 150 H.P., which were 
ordered in 1916, have at last arrived 
on the estate, been inspected and 
passed and have been installed. 

The addition of this motive 
power to ine piant will serve to 
relieve the manager and 
af considerable anxiety, since it 
means that, if for any reason, the 
water wheel. on which we have 
been dependent for so long, ceased 
th function, the factory could con- 
tnue to operate. 

Tt is unnecessary, I think, for me 
to tell you that your properties 
ry attention and that 
nothing wa left undone to keep 
them in thoroughly good order and 
make them more productive. 

Although there was a good deal 
of competition for the Jabour 
available, chiefly from the two 
tapioca estates in the same district 
Limburg, the manager reports a 
safficiency, but says that for some 
of the field work it was necessary 
to increase the wages, 

Health conditions were 
satisfactory and there was no 
return of the influenza epidemic. 
which cansed so many deaths the 
year before 

‘As regards the silting up of the 
Irke, abou which you were 
informed iast year, no definite 
steps dave been taken, as yet, to 
cope with this intrusion, but the 
matter is still under investigation 
and as soon as we feel reasonably 
sure that the methods recommended 
will desl with it effectively, the 
work will be proceeded with. 
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Your directors again wish to 
place on record their appreciation 
of the very efficient services render- 
ed by the managers and their staffs 
on the estates, and by the com- 
pany’s agents in Java, Un- 
fortunately this year we are to 
lose the services of both managers. 
Mr. de Villeneuve of Djarangan 
Estate will retire in March, after 
having been in oharge of the pro- 
perty not only sincs this company 
took it over, but for many years 
previously. "The whole planting 
brogramms was carried out under 
his supervision, and, now that the 
original estate has come into full 
bearing, hhe feels that his years will 
nut allow him to give to the work 
that full and careful attention 
which he feels it requires, and he 
is stepping out to make room for 
a younger men. Mr. Everard, of 
Tamburg, who has spent 30. years 
his life on the estate, the last 
£0 years of which as manager, has 
also expressed his intention of 
retiring at the end of Janurry, 
21. 1 cannot tell you bow much 
we shall miss him, ‘nor what we 
should hav: done without him 
during the last 10 years; for ib 
was no simple matter to ‘convert 
4,200 acres of coffee into 4,300 acres 
of rubber, end it was mainly due 
to his courage and resourcefulness 
that the work was done so expedi- 
ticusly, so thoroughly, and so 
cheaply. 

To have “orked with these two 
eentlemen, ag your directors have 
for the last 10 years, has been a 
vers real pleasure, since they have 
soved themselves to be of the 














highest character and integrity, 
and have shown a_ devotion to 
duty, the like of which is not so 


frequently met with now-a-days. 

Our very best, thanks are due to 
them for the painstaking care they 
have displayed in so efficiently 
looking after your properties, and 
I fecl that I am only expressin: 
your wishes when I say that we all 
ope they may long be spared to 
enjoy their well deserved rest after 
so many years of labour. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I wil 
just refer briefly to the accounts 
of the Shanghai company and 
endeavour to make clear to 
you why it is, that although the 
profits for 1919, when expressed in 
ders, are the largest earned 
since the inception of the company, 
we are only in a position to dis: 
bute Tis 0.75 per share im 
idends as compared with Ts. 
1.50 per share distributed for the 
year 1916. 

This result is entirely brought 
about by the extraordinary rise im 
the price of silver. For the year 
1916 the Shanghai company 
received in round figures F.1,450,000 
fiom the Dutch company, which 
when converted, were equal to Tis. 
785,000, this year we have received 
F.1,613,000 which produced only 
‘Tis. 437,000 or in other words, 
the Dutch company paid us 
this year F.163,000 more 
it did for 1916 but when con- 
verted into taels we received Tis. 
348,000 less. Every other _ local 
rubber company is affected in a 
Similar manner, and so long as the 
Present unfavorable exchange Pre- 
vails, any increase in dividend must 
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be entirely dependent on increased Mr. Stubb’s dun, The Kangani 
ests and better selling prices. SPORT (Mr. Hayés) 213-2 

‘The only other item that [ need Mr. de Zutter’s grey, Unionist, 
to comment on is the loss in ex- pe ee ee 
change of ‘I's, 40,707 in profit and .—Tue Saxpows Pam Staxes.— 
Jose “account! ‘Yhis. atem, geaue-| SHANGHAT RACE CLUB | iss race Five farongs 
jen, arises through the necessity Mi ybson’s y, Niblic 
of adjusting, the tacl equivalent of First Extra Meeting ger ag > Gem et 


ite the accounts current with the 
two Dutch companies, to the rate 
if exchange rutmg at the end of 
each year. As exchange fluctuates 
so will there always be either a 
Profit or a loss under this heading. 

That is all I have to say, 
gentlemen, as the other items in 
the accounts of the Shanghai com- 
Fany cali for no explanauon, but, 
Lefore formally proposing’ the 
adoption of the report and accounts, 
1 shall be plo:scd to answer, 10 
the best of my ability, any questions 
you may Wish to put vo ime. 

Betore 1 sit down, 1 would like 
to express the regret your direct- 
ors ivel ab the loss of their co- 
director, Mr. Wrightson, who had 
been a divector of the company for 
a good many years. 

There being no question, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed : 

That tho directors report and 
statement of accounts as presented 
be passed: proposed by the chair- 
man, seconded by Mr. J. H. 
McMichael. 


That a 











final dividend of Tls. 
0.95 per share, making ‘Tis. 
0.75 per share for the year, be 
paid: proposed by the n, 
seconded by Mr, W. S. J 

That the appointment 
W. W. Cox as a director of the 
company be confirmed: proposed 
by Mr. W. Mahon, seconded by 
Mr. R. B. Wallace. 

That the appointment of Mr. A. 
J. Welch as a director of tho com- 
pany be confirmed: proposed — by 
Father Sallou, seconded by Mr. A. 
K._ Craddock. 

That Messrs. W. S. Jackson and 
H. H. Girardet be reelected 
directors of the company: pro- 
posed by Mr. J. A. Sudka, seconded 
by Mr. W. Mahon. 

That Messrs. Lowe. Bingham & 
Matthews be re-clected auditors to 
the company for tho ensuing year. 
proposed by Mr. A. K. Craddock, 
seconded by Father Sallou. 









50) 
of Mr. 

















‘Tne typhus epidemic is most 
serious in Siberia. It is reported 
that 300 to 400 deaths occur daily. 





Ar the regular meeting of the 
National Committee of the Young 
Women’s Christian Associations 
for China at its headquarters in 
Shanghai this week, it was an- 
nounced that on March 10 the pre- 
organization committee of Hong- 
kong had accomplished its object 
and tho final organization of a 
regular Young Women’s Christian 
Association was completed. Mrs. 
Donald MacGillivray, a member of 
the National Committee, went down 
to represent that Committe. With 
a board of Chinese women, of which 
Mrs, Ma Ying-pew is president, and 
Miss Elliott, general secretary, and 
with over 140 members, the new As- 
soviation begins with encouraging 
conditions, and looks forward to 
great usefulness among Chinese girls 
‘and women in Hongkong. 





Rao Club, Mar, 20. 
Orrrctats, 

Srewanps :—Messrs, W. S. Jackson 
(Chairman), H. E. Arnhold, A. W. 
Burkill, P. W. 0. Liddell,’ C. G. 8 
Mackie, W. L. Merriman, H. H. Read, 
8. W. Pratt (Clerk of the Course), A 
W. Olsen (Secretary). 

Contrary to general expectations, 
the course was fit for the meetis3 
to be held on Saturday afternooa 
and the programme of nine event 
was very successfully completed. 
The following are the results:— 
L—Tae Puorsrx Pan Sreeruecasse— 





Over Loongfei water jump, once 
round and in. 
Ib. 
‘Mr. Campox’s bay, Old Bill (Mr. 
Dalgarno). 1 





Medina 
Sidonis (Mfr, Springfield) 


» Herlofsons grey, 
‘Messrs. Brand Bros.’s ches , 
Vesle (Mr, Harper) 
2:—Croxtox Park Stakes. 
—Three-quarters of 












Messrs. Gubbay & Hickling's ches. 
Rupeo Bill (Mr. Hill) 

Mr. Bain Bros’s grey, Lahana 
Vida) : 

A, . jussi€ Ys, 
ushitor (Me, Springfield) ..163—3 
3.—Tue Gosrormm Park Haxprcar.— 

Flat race—One mile and three 

furlongs. 


Mr. Robson's grey, Seabird, (Mr. 
J. Brand)’. sageul 
» Blix’s br. The Hornbill,” (Afr. 
Crokam) 14-2 
Messrs. Winsome & Haaty's grey, 
‘The Bulbul (Mr. Hill) 
4—Tue Haypock Park Prare.—Flat 
race.—Half a mile. 
Ib. 


Messrs. Toeg & Gubbay’s ches., 
Wilson (Mr. Knoll) 211521 
Messrs. Winsome & Hasty’s "ches. 
‘The Hawk, (Mr, Hill) ......155—2 
Mr. Robson's grey, Niblick (Mfr. 
J. K. Brand) “158-3 





1b. 














S—Tue Hvast Park Srakes—Flet 
race—Nine furlongs 
db. 
Messrs, Eastwood & Harper's dan, 
Ralph de Palms (Mr. 
Harper) seesseeene LBL 
‘Mr. Bonar's ches., Salaro (Mr. 








Sweeting) 
Messrs. Sky 


Leszek 


. Hayes) 
< Park Cur—Fles 
race—QOne mile and a ater, 

b. 

Mr. Fash’s bl., Nigger Minstrel, 

(Mz. Hill) .. A 
» ©. Knight's grey, Sidelight 

(Mr. Bauld) sere SZ 
» J. H, Liddell’s dun, Dunera, 

(Mr. Bremner} ........... 673 
7.—Tue Lixcrietp Park Cur.—Flat 





race.—Ono mile and a quarter. 
Wb. 


Mrs, Alice Herlofsen’s grey, 
Hawfinch, (Mr. Hill) 

‘Mr. Silex’s bay, _ Soesaplana 
Wuilleumier) —..... a 

+» N.L. Sparke's bay, Say Tai, 
(Mr. Sweeting) 

8.—Tue Atexaxpra Pang Sextixe Race. 

—Flat race—Seven furlongs. 


Ib. 
Messrs. Toeg & Gubbay’s 
‘chaning Cross (Slr, Knoll) 148—1 











Messrs. Toeg & Gubbay’s dun, 

Sir Lamerock (Mr. Knoll)...15 
Mr. Fitzgerald’s grey, Whit 
haven (Mr. Hill) 












ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL 
$. F. C. Championship of 





Ast League 
The First Division League match 
between the Shanghai Football 


Club and the Shanghai Recreation 
Club played on Saturday resulted 
in a draw of one goal per side, 
thus placing the championship of 
the league in the hands of the 
8S. F.C. 

The match, which was played on 
the Football’ Club’s ground, was 
somewhat spoilt owing to the very 
sticky state of the ground and con- 
sequently no specially bright play 
was noticeable upon either sido. 
The Recs were perhaps a little 
better organized and, had they 
made the most of their opportuni- 
ties, the championship — results 
might have been different, for the 
S. F. C. have still to encounter St. 


Aavier’s. . 





Golf Club Ferrier Cup 


The competition for the Ferrier 
Cup took place on Saturday and 
Sunday, the conditions being 18 
holes medal play, It was won by 
W. 8. Clay 



















If you suffer. from 
any such disease 2s 
mentioned below, 
don’t waste time and 
money on lotions or 
ointments which ean- 
ot get below the 
surface of the skin. 
‘What you want 
medicine that 
thoroughly e 
blood of the impure 
matter which is the 
true cause ofall your 
sufferings. Clarke's 
Blood Mixture is 


compored of 
ingredients which 
B quickly attack, over- 
come, ond expel from 
the blood all 
purities from wl 
and by residering it 
clean and. purey it 
Bi never fails to effect 
Bi 2 complete and | 
ing cure. Thousar 





















Pleasant to take. 










CTEMA, « 
SCROFULA, 
ean Lecs, 

ABSCESSES, 
ULCERS, 


OLANOULAR 
SWELLINGS» 
eons, 
PIMPLES, 
‘SORES, 


‘8000 POISON, 
PILES, 
RWEUISATISM, 
cour, 
hc, be. 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES 


CHINA’S AVIATION 
FOLLY 





Machines Bought and 
left to Waste 
From a Correspondent, 


Peking, March 18. 

Unless something be done to stir 
up the responsible authorities in 
China, tho aviation speculations 
on the part of the Government are 
likely to prove a gigantic failure. 

x Handley Page aeroplanes, 
coating roughly £10,000 each, are 
in China, and although they have 
been in the country for months no 
alitempt has been made to utilize 
them for tho commercial parpozes 
for which they were said to have 
been purchased. Whatever plans 
may have keen in the minds of the 
sesponsiblo authoritics when these 
mere ordered aro not very apparent 
even at this late date. If there 
were any idea beyond tho taking 
up of a new toy or tho realization 
of the commission on the. transac- 
hg it has not yot been discover: 



























Three Handley Page machines, 
each costing £10,000, have been 
erected in Peking and having 
passed the required tests have been 
taken over by the Ministry of 
Communications. Yet nothing has 
been donc to use them. Instead 
they are lying in very rudimentary 





hangars at Nanyuan’ where the} 
are doteriorating through not 
being used and by reason of 


the climatic conditions. If there 
had been any serious intention to 
utilize them for the advertisod 
commercial purposes they could be 
carning money now 

‘The second threo Handley Page 
aoroplanes are at the terminus of 
the Peking-Suiyuan Railway. 
They have nat yot been unpacked, 
but they have been transported 
thither in accordanco with some 
vague ill-defined notion that they 
may be used tovconnect with the 
railheads at Urga and Harbin. 
But the railway extension to Urga 
has not gat beyond the paper stage 
Yet the acroplanes are in the 
vieinity in order to anticipate the 
completion of an undertaking 
which may take years to mature! 





Crmmixat Waste axp Forty. 

It is nothing short of criminal 
waste and folly that such a capital 
expenditure should bo permitted to 
lie idle. No attempt is being 
made to use the very _prac- 
tical aeroplanes purchased. It the 
anticipated conditions elsewhere 
have not matured, there is no rea- 
son why the Handley Pages should 
nat inaugurate an aerial service 
between Peking and Tientsin. 
Hundreds of people arc eager and 
anxious to make the trip for the 
sake of the experience. Obviously 
between passengers and mails such 
a service could bo made to pay. 
But nothing is done. 

Not even yet has, a beginning 
been made in the training of Chin- 
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ese pilots, although two Avro aero- 
planes havo been in Peking for 
some time, and they were ordered 
specially for the training of 
aviators. If China had a repre- 
sentative Parliament, awkward 
questions could be asked in the 
House which might lead to the dis- 
missal of negligent heads of de- 
partments and end the criminal 
and extravagant use .of public 
funds to gratify particular hobbies 
and to procure substantial com- 
missions. 





GERMAN EFFORTS 
IN CHINA 
From a Correspondent, 
Peking, March 18. 

Much has been published locally 
of German efforts to resume comi- 
mereial relations with China, but 
tho reports have not been remark 
able for their accuracy. 

In the first instance it was 
understood that two Germans, well 
known in China. were being put 
fonward by Berlin to act as Ger- 
many’s unofficial representatives 
in arranging the resumption of 
commercial relations, but, this offer 
was rejected, although it was re- 
ported that there were vast ac: 
cumulations of German products 
waiting to be transported to China. 

Not dismayed by this rebuff, the 
German Government mado fresh 
overtures. On this occasion they 
have suggested that four Germans 
be permitted to come to China to 
arrango trade relations. This 
scems to have made an impression, 
for the Government has decided 
that if tho negotiations be strictly 
confined to the resumption of trade 
relations, it may be favourably 
disposed to consider the German 
request. 

Naturally China is not anxious 
to depart from her attitude with 
the rogard to the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles, and is not eager to give 
Japan any excuse for believing 
chat China recognizes that treaty. 











Always decry the time in which 
you live. It is a proof of vitality. 
—Mr. Hilaire Belloc. 

The prevalent malady of ‘the 
time is the fear of beauty.— 
Sir Sidney Colvin. 

I have not come 
good work done 
Ar. J. Swinburne. 

Dramatic authorship is a much 
more dangerous thing than be 
ing in the Trish Guards.— 
Afr. Justice Darling. 

Tt might not be a very bad 
thing for England if the Church 
closed down utterly for six 
months.—The Rev. W. B. Morris. 

It is because ‘we are afraid of 
savage disagreement that we talk 
about nothing and are dull.— 
Mr, A Clutton Brock. 

Japanese beer stings our hearts 


across any 


by women— 


as well as our throats —dfr. 
William Wu. 
Tho next war promises to be a 





very exhiliarating affair—China 
Advertiser. 


GRAVE DISTRESS AT 
WEIHAIWEL 





Three Harvests Fail 


From a Correspondent. 


Sad news reaches us of very 
grave distress in the Weihaiwei 
territory. At a careful estimate 


some 2,000 families of the poorest 
class, comprising in all some eight 
to 10 thousand people, are in 
danger of actual starvation, unless 
speedy relief can be given’ them. 
With these, great want undoubtedly 
prevails among the middle classes, 
though here it is difficult to 
ascertain exact figures, as the 
people in question hesitate to dis- 
close their condition for fear of loss 
of face. 

The district worst affected is that 
which lies southwards of Port 
Edward between the sea coast and 


the regions of Changfeng, Wen- 
chuantang and Peikou. But the 
districts along the Chefoo road 


are also badly hit, in fact it would 
appear that no part of the 
Territory has oscaped, 

For threo summers past, visitors 
have rejoced in glorious sunshine. 
But what was delight to them was 
misery to others. Harvests were 
continuously bad ; that of last year 
appears to have been specially poor, 
and in the sea coast district the 
average yield of maize was about 
one bushel to 10 mow of land. 

In every village there are at ali 
times at least four or five 
desperately poor families who 
depend on support by relatives. 
Such help is now, perforce, cut off 
and the poorest ‘people have to 
subsist as best they can on a com- 
position of a tiny quantity of grain, 
pounded corn cobs, sweet potato 
runners, and groundnut — shells. 
We have seen a specimen of this 
food which looks more like com- 
pressed tobacco dust than any- 
thing. It is a mystery how any- 
body can live on, or even eat it. 

The middle classes, normally 
well enough off, have a very little 
grain, but they are obliged to mix 
with it the compound just mention- 
ed. They have heroically made no 
complaint, and their condition was 
generally quite unknown, until 
direct investigation was made, as 
they feared to lose face by con- 
fessing to what they were eating. 
Their hope was to carry on until 
the weeds grow and until the wheat 
should be high enough to borrow 
money on it. 


For this latter class an advance 
of grain, seeds and beancake until 
after the autumn crops would pro- 
bably suffice. There is no question 
but that they need it. The poorest, 
estimated as said above at between 
8,000 and 10,000, must simply be fed 
for the next four months. 

It need hardly be said that the 
Government of the ‘Territory is 
taking active measures to help all 
these unhappy people. A_ careful 
investigation has been made of the 
numbers of the destitute, and of 
the best means of helping them, and. 
that help will be provided as 








swiftly and effectively as it can be. 
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A TRAVELLER’S JOTTINGS 


In the Ancient Graveyard of Hanyang— 
Ghostly Reflexions of a Retired Official 


By W. 


Starting at dawn from the gate 
of a city as old as Rome itself, the 
pot for seven miles of my journey, 
lay through a vast necropolis. 

‘Such a beginning as that, now, 
might introduce something | truly 
romantic; but one has nothing of 
that particular description to re- 
Jate. The literal facts, however, 
are striking encugh for some ob- 
servetions thereon. 

Hanyang was a barony at least as 
far back as the founding of Rome, 
and probably antedates the con- 
version of the fortress of Jebus into 
the city of Jerusalem. Its western 
countryside boasts of a tomb kept 
lovingly in repair since the days of 
Philip of Macedon; and there is 
another quite near the West Gate, 
of the times of Zenobia, Queen of 
Palmyra. 

Since the rise of the mart of 
Hankow, in the 14th centary, until 
quite recently, the governing Jaw- 
courts were in Hanyang. And 
though Hanyang no longer exercises 
authority over the living populace 
of that great city, it beckons them 
to its western suburbs later, as 
though with the ery that formed 
the text of Huxley's sublime poem 
on Teunyson’s funcral (the voice 
of the Abbey, he meant it to be: 
“Bring me -your dead.” 


‘Tau Great Necrorouts, 

So there the graves lie, in their 
countless profusion, between the 
Han and a long chain of lakes, for 
a stretch of seven miles, 
breadth of three -or four in some 
parts, Surely, ono of the largest 























graveyards of the world! The word! 


“ necropolis’ seems more appro- 
propriate than ‘ ccinetery,” for to 
the traveller the “remains” seem 
too dead to be ghostly at all; 
though a newly translated word for 
“cemetery” ( $683 ) appears some 
miles out on a new portal of a 
Cantonese burial-plot. 

My solitary tramp along this 
highway, however, was not a 
melancholy one. My errand was 
to pay a New Year's visit to some 
heatty Chinese friends, 14 miles 
beyond the last of the ‘“Hankow” 
graves. And throughout the first 
seven miles the genial sunlight, 
doubly bright after the snows of the 
actual New Year fell on strings of 
folks dressed in their best, from 
whose baskets or _ loosely-tied 
bundles there peeped out con- 
gratulatory gifts. 

One can understand the country- 
folk’s love of bright colours st 
this time of the year. Even a 
Western eye fecls positively grate- 
ful to every woman and child whose 
dress flashes out brightly from the 
wide expanse of dull russet land 
scape. 

Piayine av Parabise 


‘Then, at New Year, these farm- 
ers among the graves, no less than 
others, decorate their doorways, 
and their speech, too, as though in 





‘a “garden of delights.” True, it! 


and a} 


A, C. 


is but playing at Paradise, but the 
game is worth playing, at least once 
in 12 months. 
: The commonest of the numerous 
doorway mottoes declare that:— 
Things are gloric 
thasure to. 
Men heroic and earth prolific at 
this time. 
it clouds greet the radiant sun ; 
ys accumulates in the new 














spring ti 
Rivers and hills form a myriad.year 
realm; i 
Heaven and earth make one spring- 
tide home. 
| An old ledy of the West once 





isited a cemetery, read the many 
epitaphs, and exclaimed: | “Thon, 
whore are the bad folks buried ?” 
Here there are no epitaphs to 
read. But reading the red paper 
{scrolls, one might well exclaim: 
i Wher» then is the rotten govern- 
jment of China about which we 
‘have heard so much?”—ay, the 
‘rottenness thereof complete as that 
cf desaying corpses, which has 
ruined every past dynasty of China 
! eventually. 





| Ssutes Amtp Tue Towns. 


In this region the cottagers are 
all smiles, spite of their gruesome 
, surroundings. And in China at 
large, the mases manage to keep 
smiling, spite of their government. 
| This is part of the game of 
| paradize, started each New Year, 
jand resumed cn every festal occa- 

sion. 

The buoyaucy of the Chinese 
pature is a gre2t national asset. 

But there ts a tell-tale motto 
written athwart many a cottager's 
doorway, an expression of very 
devout longing: “Dwelling in 
peace; placidity for h«ppiness.” 
There is a whole history of Asia in 
{that couplet. Throughout the 

Mohammedan world, the ancient 
Semiti> “Salaam” (the latter half 
of the word “Jerusalem”) is a cur- 
rent greeting; and from of old in 
China the word for peace has been 
the last syllable of every friendly 
epistle or shorter note. It is not 
so in the West, why then in Asia? 
Recaus» the salutation or final wish 
bas been evolved during centuries 
of oppressive misrule, with the dead 
hand of Justice defunct grasping 
much of the merchant's gains, and 
ruining much of the farmer's 
labour. To be left in peace by the 
powers that be, has long since be- 
come the highest hope, after all, 
of China’s millions. 

But this luge necropolis 
represents a very literal “dead 
hand” laid on ‘the extension of 
commerce to the southwest from 
the Wu-Han centre. The Han 
River being hopelessly full of sand- 
banks, the question is asked: 
‘What of the projected railroad, 
marked on some maps, to link up 
the larger marts of that river and 
the regions beyond?” The reply is 
that this necropolis forbids the 
scheme from being realized. 


i 


itself 
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‘Tse Distunsen Sprit. 
Walking along that path 1 hap- 
ened to have in my handbag one 
of six little volumes of an interest- 
ing commonplace book by a retired 
official, compiled in tho Kuangtung 
provinze and dated 1811; under the 


tle Ppp{ ff . “Thus Again,” 
in the sense of “Reminiscences.” 
It is a medley of sparkling 


anecdote and of quaint reflexions. 
One of its pices gives very lucidly 
the philosophy of ghostly” retalia- 
tion, as follow: 

“Ch’en Erh was a Hunan man 
who removed to my own county, 
outside the West Gate of the city. 
He was one of four brothers whose 
father had died years before. Then 
his eldest brother followed. To- 
gether with hts remaining brothers 
he rented some farm Inds belong- 
ing t0 a cousin of mine. And in 
the year 1785 his mother died. 

“Ho bought a burial plot in a 
place called Ruddy Cloud View, 
sear the White Cloud Hill where 
he was wont to plough and sow. 
He consulted a prognosticator who 
avouched the eminent suitabilities 
of tho site, and then prepared for 
tho burial. 

“Tt was a verdant srot, the frag- 
rant herbs growing lixuriously, 
for a long time supplying pasturage 
for oxen.and sheep. But when he 
had dug two feet down he came 
to the lid of a coffin which was 
still undecayed, Realizing that he 
had purchased an old grave, he 
hastily covcred it up with clods, 
and dug afresh « few fect away to 
the left. Then after his mother's 
funeral he returned home. But on 
entering the door he fell fainting 
to the ground. 

PuxtsiMent AND Pawance, 

“His brothors stood round, un- 
able to divine any cause for’ his 
malady, especially as he moatied in- 
cessantly: ‘Oh, spare my life!’ and 
ether words that they could not 
cateh, It was midnight before he 
came ‘0 himself, and then he said 
‘T saw several forms in black ap- 
proaching the door, and when I 
went to open it they seized and 
took me to the temple of the Civic 
Guardian (a ghostly Guardian of 








the Peace who rectifies earthly 
failures of justice). I fell down 
aefore the judgement seat, where 


the Civic Guardian wes sitting in 
state, clad in red robes. He shous 
ed to me: “I am surnamed Fou, a 
native of Szechuan, where I still 
have descendants living in peace. 
How dare you pry and encrozch on 
my tomb?” ‘Then ordered that I 
be put in the foot-squeezing stocks 
and beaten severely. And finally 
sent me off with the threat: “You 
will appear before me again, and 
receive further castigation.” Sv, 
al feel I cannot escape’. 

{His brothers thus learnt that. 
his offence had been the distur 
bance of that old grave. And truly 
his thighs were bruised and bat- 
tered, as from severe yamén punish- 
ment. So they besought 10 neigh- 
bours of different surnames to fast 
for a day or two, and bow in the 
Givie Guardian temple, burning a 
vdlow paper petition” explaining 
that the offence had been uninten- 








onal, and that they were willing 
to re-bury the woman at a greater 
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distance. But oven after that, 
Ch’en Erb suffered once more in a 
dream. He of the red robe shout- 
ed: ‘You promised 10 fasting 
deputies, how is it there were but 
eight? ‘So he found on waking 
and making inquiries that two of 
the 10 had neglected to fast. 

“The fasting was sincerely resum 
ed, and the mother’s coffin reburi- 
ed. And then the suffering — man 
was left in peace. He 
Erothers rebuilt the old tomb on a 
grand scale, with an inscription to 
His Excellency Fou. And thus it 
remains to this day. 

Guostty Puitosoray, 

“Now many scholarly folks deny 
the existence of _ disembodied 
spirits, but to my mind this Fou 
tomb incident is a ce.tain proof of 
their reality. ‘Man is the soul of 
creation’ (says the Canon of His- 
tory), and nother saying is that 
the intelligent spirit ( # ) of man 
goeth upward, while the animal 
spirit of man ( {f§ ) goeth down 
ward’ (compare Keclesiastes iii, 21). 
So the soul of man still exists. 

“The inner essence of man is his 
“breath of life” and when this 
gains @ bodily frame there is 
thought and feeling and movement; 
tho frame itself being like in- 
sentiate stone or sapless wood. 
When the bodily frame is lifeless 
tt is because the ‘breath of life’ 
has left it, but that ‘breath ’ which 
has left the body is still live, if 
in a comparatively negative (Yin) 
condition, not the positive (Yang) 
condition’ of the earth. It floats 
about hither and thither, devoid of 
a. reSting-place. Then as the bodily 
frame has been its old residence, it 
returns eventually thither for 
habitation. Thus dry human bones 
are not spiritless things. The 

hostly ‘breath’ has not, been utter- 
fy diffused and lost, Only after 
some generations, when the bones 
have entirely mouldered, is the 
‘breath’ deprived of a residence, 
and dispersed 





and his} 


As long as @ scrap of bone re- 
mains, the ghostly ‘breath’ collects 
therein. Diggers up of old graves 
in many cases suffer calamity, for 
ghosts love their bodily remains 
even as living men love their own 
flesh. Then, therefore, the ghosts 
jbave a pacific home in their graves, 
'thoy much resent any disturbance 
lof their repose. 


“It also follows that those who 
bury their parents without care in 
the selection of sites, and then, 
being deceived by the talk of 
feng-shui professors, re-bury and 
again re-bury them, shaking’ their 
bones and sinews in the process, 
are disturbers of the peace and 
breakers of the tranquility in the 
realm of shades.” 


A Presext Day Crepo- 
The above 1s a clear statement 


of later Confucian belief. It re- 
presents the credo of the  still- 
surviving literati; and to a large 


extent of the ropulace in general 
of the present day. Theugh, in 
the caso of the latter, it is un- 
doubtedly modified by the Hindoo 
theory of reincarnation, imported 
hy the Buddhists of the first. cen- 
tury, end adopted by Taoism later. 


Tus new British Minister to 
Persia is Mr. Henry Cameron 
Norman. cee., who for some years 
was Counseller of Embassy in 
Tokio, under Sir Conyngham 
Greene. Mr. Norman is un- 
married. He did excellent work 
in Paris during the Peaco Con- 
ference, is a brilliant linguist, an 
amateur actor of unusual ability, 
and is regarded by many as one 
of the most brilliant men in the 
Diplomatic Service. Wo think we 
are right in saying ho was the 
head of Eton. He is a Turkisn 
scholar, and in his early servico 
{was at Cairo and Constantinople. 
| He also knows Russian and Japan- 








into annihilation- {= 
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CHINA-—LONDON BY AIR 





A Three Days’ Service 
From Our Aviation Correspondent. 


The Atlantic has been crossed 
and recrossed, the vast expanse 
between Great —_ Britain and 
Australia has been bridged. Ais- 
men have been through the heart 
of Africa. Regular air mails are 
running throughout Europe ant 
machines are to essay the South 
Pole. We have yet the London 
and Shanghai air mail track to 
blaze in order to complete another 
place in placing a girdle round the 
world. 

It has been proved, over the most 
difficult route in the world clima- 
tically, that the reliability obtained 
is sufficient for the service to be 
of real value to the business man. 
Over 60,000 miles were flown in 
winter weather between London 
and Paris in 22 weeks resulting in 
no accident whatsoever, machines 
maintaining an average’ speed of 
100 miles per hour. 

There are three ways open for 
a China-London route: one the 
trail east to west across the con- 
tinent of Europe and Asia; the 
second linking up with the London- 
Indian mail service vid Calcutta; 
and the third and most practical 
way from Shanghai across Russia 
to London, which should ultimately 
require no more than three days. 

Geographically and climatically 
the first could be flown, but it 
would necessitate an enormous 
initial expense. The second, al- 
though it has the advantage of 
linking up with the Australian and 
Indian service, is the longer route 
for Shanghai; the more practical 
and less expensive is through 
Russia. 

THE ‘Trans-Spuexias Rauway, 

Russia with her lateral railway 
running cast to west in an almost 
direct line, offers an exceptional 
opportunity for the airman. The 
track is cleared for a considerable 
distance on either side of the lines, 
affording ample opportunity for the 
making of emergency landing 
grounds. Stations are frequent 
and could be utilized for navigation 
purposes. A telegraph system runs 
parallel and links up with the big 
cities. There are no big forests vr 
long stretches of water to cross, 
and for night flying the track 
could be made almost perfect at 
the very small expense of erecting 
light houses as used at the Hendon 
Aerodrome. 

Naturally the whole scheme de- 
pends on a peace of some kind 
with the Russians, which, however, 
may come at any moment. Ail 
that would be necessary is for the 
machine to make its way from 
Shanghai to Peking, thence to 
Harbin, along the Trans-Siberian 
Railway to Warsaw, and thereafter 
to Berlin, Brussels and London. A 
service is already flying between 
the two last named places. There- 
fore we have only to concern our- 
selves with the Shanghai to War 
saw section. 
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ArmospHeric Conprtions. 


We will divide the route into 
zones, the first extending from 
Shanghai to Harbin. Rain falls 
very little and the climate is 
favourable. There are no moun- 
tains, and landing conditions _ are 
good. From Harbin to Irkutsk is 
a region of well-marked seasons, 
with a period of intense" cold. 
From Irkutsk to Moscow is cold 
during the winter, registering some- 
where about 40 degrees below zer». 
However, there are no violent 
thunderstorms or snowstorms, an] 
visibility both by dav and night is 
particularly good. ‘There is a small 
belt of forest from Irkutsk to 
Krasnoyarsk, but as there are 
numerous open places the ground 
conditions may be said to be good 
Cold is a factor easily overcome bs 
the airmen, ahd the writer is rf 
opinion that it is possible to fy 
over in the very depths of winter 
—by the war system of electricalls 
heated jackets. 

The most westerly belt to Berlin 
offers very little difficulty to the 
aerial traveller in so far as weather 
conditions are concerned. To sum 
up, the best time of year for a 
pioneer flight is between March 
and Octoher. From the latter 
month onwards, the central zone 
becomes difficult on account of the 
intense cold, but the railway hay 
ing a clearance on either sile 
makes the grownd organization 
particularly easy. In fact it might 
be said that the route has natural 
acrodromes. 

Overcomine Foo. 


The difficulties are not great and 
to recognize them is to defeat 
them. Wind, thongh it may retard 
machines, no longer prevents them 
flying: 'n hurricane having a 
velocity of 104 miles an hour has 
not interfered with the Paris route. 
Rain and slect have had very little 
effect also, but fogs are still the air- 
man’s great enemy. 

Navigation in the air nominally 
depends on the pilot locating land 
marks on the ground. If visibility 
is so bad that he cannot locate sucs- 
marks for long intervals at a time, 
then he is compelled to land. The 
remedy is to give him such facili 
that, even in a fog, he can occasion- 
ally’ pick 
ground organization 











against fogs 





ies | 


up his bearings. The} 


in the war was a system of placing 
powerful orange-red flare lights 
every 500 yards or so—a most ex- 
ive proceeding. The writer i 
nion that this year 
of wireless 





system 
whereby the pilot will receive his 


navigation 


position and bearings from the 
various terminal nerodromes along 
the route. If such a system is 
successfully inaugurated fogs and 
mists will be overcome with little 
expense. 


‘The route having a railway offers 
pvery facility for night flying, and 
with tht houses at various select- 
ed positions it would be an easy 
matter to ily during the darkest 
nights. 

A system of landing grounds 
every 400 miles with night landing 
lights would meet all requirements, 
with larger terminal aerodromes at 
frontiers. 








Aw Ipea as to Cost. 


At least 12 aerodromes would be 
necessary: two or three in China, 
the remainder in Russia, for on 
reaching Warsaw one links up 
with the Berlin mail. If govern- 
ments will step forward and offer 
suitable land at reasonable cost, 
this should not be an_ exorbitant 
figure. For the Cape to Cairo line of 
5,000 miles over barren country, 24 
aerodromes were cleared at a cost 
of £50,000. -Suitable types of 
machines carrying one to two tons 
with a speed of 115 miles per hour 
can be purchased from £2,000 each. 
The fuel cost per mile of such 
machines at full load is 7.2d. 
Those used on the subsidiary 
routes would be of a smaller but 
fastcr type, averaging 300 Ib. to 
600 Ib. lond and a speed of 150 to 
200 miles per hour, with a cost pro- 
portionally less. It will thus be 
seen that the initial cost is not of 
an impossible figure. 

When successfully established it 
should be cheaper to send via aerial 
mail than any other express way, 
including cables, the finest ox- 
ample of comparison being obtain: 
ed from the London to Paris mail- 

The Airco Co. have been run- 
ning this route for some months 
and rocntiy ‘Mr. G. Holt 
Thomas, the reat commercial 
pioneer in tho world of acro- 
nauties, propounded his scheme. 























“That the existing experimental 
charge of 2/6 a letter is not dear 
can be appreciated by a compari- 
son with the cost of a telegram, 
which, I may mention’ incidental- 
ly, often takes as long as a letter 
to complete: its journey between 
Londen to Paris. For 2/6 13 
words only can be sent by tele- 
gram, whereas by acrial mail 
thousands of words may be sent.” 

It would be up to the postal 
authorities and merchants to 
gl intee the certain daily load. 
Possibly this year experimental 
flights will be mado along the 
route, but a subsidy or guarantee 
of small contract will have to be 
given by the governments chiefly 
interested before any private en- 
terprise is likely to fac» the i 
itial outlay on the organiz:¢ion 
of tho route. 

















ArRaNGEMENTS are said to have 
been completed for the immediate 
repatriation of some 25,000 German 
prisoners from France through 
Switzerland, 


Rey. W. Y. Fullerton of the 
Baptist Missionary Society said 
recently “A missionary in India 
costs tiies as much as before the 
war, and in China three times as 
much.” According to this, unless 
subscriptions are doubled mis- 
sionary work in the Far East must 
cease. 


Andur this time of the year a 
festival occurs in Assam’ called 
Faywa. In other parts of India it 
is known as the feast of the Holi, 
or Vola Yatra. It is to celebrate 
the cremation of the god of love 
called Kama who is really the In- 
dian Eros. ‘Thg story goes that one 
day while one of the gods was pray- 
ing, Kama came along and tried 
to lure him from his devotions. 
When he had completed his puja, 
he finished off his would-be seducer 
by cremating him. The people cele- 
brate the occasion by squirting red 
liquid at each other and by smear- 
ing their faces with a purplish-red 
grease paint. The last few days of 
the feast are devoted to profanity. 
A cult that provides once a year 
for the release of a certain amount 
of profanity has something in its 
favour. 





When requiring Varnishes, Paints, Distemper, ete. 


SEND FOR 


WILKINSON, HEYWOOD AND CLARK’S 


BUYERS’ 


(Established over 165 years) 


GUIDE 


LARGE STOCKS of every kind of Varnish, Paint, Colourwash (“Synoleo”), Linseed Oils, 
Turpentine, White Zinc, ete., kept in Shanghai 


SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ORDERS FROM OUTPORTS AND THE INTERIOR 


WILKINSON, 





F. 0. BANHAM, Wanager 


HEYWOOD & CLARK, LTD., 2a Kiukiang Road, Shanghai 
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LEGENDS OF THE 
CHIENTANG 





A Far-famed River 


From Our Tunki Correspondent. 


There is a pair of pre 
cipitous rocks on the Chientang 
between Tunglu and Yenchow 


known as “The Angler’s Platform.” 
it marks the spot where 2000 
years ago Nien Tsz-ling, a per- 
sonal fricnd of the Emperor Han 
Kwan-wu' ( git ), spent his 
days of retirement. 

Nien Tsz-ling and the Emperor 
had been playmates in youth, 
sharing the same bed and the usual 
experiences of childhood. After 
Han Kwan-wa became Emperor, 
Nien frequently visited the royal 

ode. Ono morning during the 
visit of this friend the astrologers 
announced that they had seen an 
ominous star lingering over the 
royal bed chamber, and urged the 
Emperor to beware, The Emperor 
replied that it must have becn a 
star of good omen as his friend at 
that time was sharing the bed with 
him in peaceful slumber. 

The ancestral hall at the foot of 
the hill, a building of: not many 
Years, bears the namo of Nien Tsz- 
ling. The platforms from which 
Nien did his fishing are now some 
200 feet above tho high water mark 
in the riyer, which would indicate 
erosion, elevation or an error in 
the tradition. 

Tue KEN BRIDGE, 

It is an ancient custom in Chi 
thiat when a bridge is complet. 
the first to cross over must be 
woalthy man. ¢ Ling ‘fang 
bridgo was nearing completion and 
a tain beggar® decided that 
he would be the first to cross, 
but the people bent on pre- 
serving the custom and th 
good fortune of the communi 
sob themselves to prevent him 
Enraged at tho insult, the beggar 
pronounced * curse on the bridge 
saying that should they build up 
the two ends the contre would fall 
and should they build the centre 
the two ends would fall. 

Tust as they were preparing to 
dedicats the bridgo the centre arch 
gavo way and gave positive proof 
that a sage had been offended in 
not permitting the beggar to cross 
over first. The beggar disappeared 
and the bridge has never been re- 
paired. Ho has been named Tich 
Kwaili ( $bHEjg ), and his name 

























































in this locality stands for a warn- 
ing against tho unjust and over 
bearing. 


The facts concerning the bridge 

these: In the palmy days of 
the Ming dynasty when Hucichow 
was furnishing her full quota of 
officials, the population was treble 
what it is now, and the building 
of bridges and widows’ arches was 
one of the chief means of disposing 
of surplus wealth. In a vain at- 
tempt to lay up merit this bridge 
was attempted, but, before the 
bridge was completed, the ollicials 
fell into ill favour and were cash- 
iered, being - left thus without 
funds, and, while the people do 














not realize it, the 
stands as @ monumental relic of 
official corruption. 


A Fisu Story. 


The first Emperor of the Ming 
dynasty, Chu Yuan-chang, was a 
herder of sheep on the farm where 
he was born, near Fengyangfu 
(An). Poverty in the family 
landed him in the priesthood of 
the Buddhist faith. 

At the close of tho Yuan dynasty 
when the empire was in process of 
rapid dissolution, Chu Yuan-chang 
was compelled to escape for his 
life. He sought refuge in the hills 
hear Siuninghsien,  Hueichow 
Prefecture. Tho brigands pursued 
him to the river just below Wan- 
zan, and, there being no bridge ab 
that time, he was in a strait be- 
twixt the two. In desperation he 
prayed that ho might be furnished 
‘a way of escape and the miraculous 
happened. A large shoal of huge 
fish collected near the shore and 
on the backs of these fish he was 
safely carried across the river. 

Once across the river ho found a 
cave in what is now known as the 
Wang Sui (Ton-thousand-year) 
mountain, and as soon as he had 
ontered this cave a spider wove 
his web over the entrance so that 
when his pursuers arrived. think- 
ing ho could not be there, they 
don and Chu Yuan-chang 
saved. This mountain is 
Wangan pagoda 
named 
by 





was 
marked by the 
and is said to have been 


Ton-thousand-year Mountain 


the emperor himself. 
A Friexp 1x Nee. 

Whon Chu Yuan-chang become 
emperor he issued an edict pro: 
hibiting the catching of this kind 
of fish at this point—fish called 
Armyfish (Chuin yu)—and to this 
day largo shoals of them weighing 
six or cight pounds each may be 
seen_ They are carefully preserv- 
cd, Save for an occasional heretic 
who makes bold to cast a line for 
them. Tt is believed that still 
hidden in the rocks below the moun- 
tain where Chu Yuan-chang found 
safety in the cave aro many large 
fich of this varity which cannot 








broken bridge |be caught. A stand of thin wafers 


is kept on sale and many a passer- 
by indulges in feeding them. A 
wafer thrown into the middlo of 
the stream will be met by literally 
hundreds of them scrambling to 
which can get to ib first. ‘They 
eat no flesh (orthodox Bud- 
dhists) and they have become so 
accustomed to this particular kind 
of food that they are seldom at- 
tracted by any other. In the wor 
ship of idols this fish is never used 
Chu Yuan-chang was the first of 
the Ming dynasty and his tomb is 
one of the historical attractions 

















of Nanking. 
Dn. Hyslop, seeretary of the 
American Society for Psychical 
Research, thinks that in timo the 
insane may be cured by visitors 
from the “Other Side.” A_few on 


this side had better decide first just 
who is insane. 





Tur King has signified to Lord 
Downham, Chairman of tho British 
Olympic Council, his interest in 
tho preparations for the Olympic 
Games to be held at Antwerp in 
August next and has subscribed 
£100 to the cost of financing the 
British team. 





Tur now Belgian Minister to 
Poking is M. Robert Everts, who 
for some time past has been in the 
Foreign Office at Havre (whilst the 
elgian Government was function. 





ing there), and afterwards at 
Brussels, Belgium has large and 
important interests in China, rail- 








iterests as well 
1 interests, and 


way and mining 
as other commere 
M. Everts has had several years’ 
experience in Peking, where on 
more than one oceasion he acted 1s 
Chargé d’Affaires. He is still quite 
a young man, and: he goes to 
Peking with an exceptional know: 
ledge of the Far Eastern question, 
nd with a very special knowledge 
deod of the interests of his coun- 
try in China. His appointinent has 
been welcomed by every Belgian, 
and there is no position in that 
country’s diplomatic service which 
he wonld not fill with distinction. 























D‘J:Collis Browne's 










Tee Best Remedy known for 

COUGHS, COLDS, 

ASTHMA, 
BRONCHITIS. 


‘Acts ke a Charm ia 
BIARRHGA, BYSENTERY, & CHOLERA. 


ia Bowes by al Chemists 
pitas in Boas, (iti, 219, 516. 





‘Convincing Medical Testimony with each Bottle. 
















The Most 
‘ever discovered. 
Effectually cuts short ail attacks 
of SPASMS. Checks and arrests 
‘those too often fatal diseases— 
FEVER, CROUP, AGUE. 
‘The only Palliative in 

NEURALGIA, GOUT, 
RHEUMATISM, TOOTHACHE. 





‘Sote Manufacturers, 
J.T. Davenronz, Ltd, London, SE, 
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SINN FEIN OUTRAGES 


1,500 in 44 Months 


An official return recently issued 
from the Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Dublin Castle, shows that between 
May 1, 1916, and December 21 last, 


1,520 outrages wero attributed to 
the Sinn Fein movement—134_ in 
Ulster, 429 in Leinster (including 


the Dublin Metropolitan area), 205 
in Connaught, and 761 in Munster. 
The nature of these crimes is shown 
by the following table:— 











Murders of military, police, 
and officials 18 
Murders of civilians 2 
Firing at potice 50 
Firing at milrtary 13 
Firing at civilians 4 
Assaults on police 46 
Assaults on civilians WwW 


Raids, ete., for arms on police 20 
Raids, etc., for arms on military 7 
Raids, ete., for arms on civilians’ 502 
Incendiary fires 70 
Injury to property 279 
Tiring into police dwellings 3 





Firing into civilian dwellings 38 
‘threatening letters 180 
Miscellaneous 210 


‘The latest bi-weekly summary of 
outrages, up to January 20, com- 
prehends 12 cases’ On the 
18th instant, the Holycross Police 
Barracks was attacked by armed 
wen, who riddled the windows and 
exploded a bomb under the gable. 
‘ho police replied to the fire, and 
tho raiders did not succeed in 
entering. None of the police was 
injured, 

In van district, County 
Meath, 30 cattle and 10 sheep were 
Criven off grazing land by 15 men 
carrying sticks. When ordered. by 
the ‘police to do so. the men dis- 
persed, They said they were acting 
under the orders of the “Back to 
the Land League.” The _ four 
ringleaders were committed to 
gaol for a month. 











Rui ony Dance. 


On January 17, the Parochial 
Hall of Listowel,” County Kerry. 
where a dance was in progress, was 
raided by about a dozen masked 
men, who fired a shot through the 
ceiling. The raiders ordered the 
guests to clear out. This they re- 
fused to do. As the dance wes 
organized by respectable _peopic 
cf all classes the raid is attributed 
to blackguardism and spite. 

A double-barrciled shot gun and 

rtridges were on the 1Sth 
mstont, taken from a locked office 








in the’ Marquess of Ormonde’s 
garden at Kilkenny. A sum of 
£15 lying on the table was not 


touched. At Bandon, on the 14th, 
three houses were raided by a 
score of disguised men, in a scarch 
for arms. None of tho Sinn 
Feiners was identified. On’ the 
13th at Tuam four shots were fired 
outside the house of a publican, 
who had allowed the police to take 
sand from his pit to fill bags for 
defonce of their barracks. 








Sonor Nitti has been presented 
with the Grand Cross of the 
Legion of Honour. 





A NEW “S.0.S.” 





Novel Wireless Emergency 
Calling Device 


The Marconi Wireless  Tele- 
graph Company have invented a 
new wireless emergency calling 
device, whereby a ship in distress 
can ring alarm bells on other ships 
within wireless range. The ap- 
paratws was on view at the com- 
pany’s works at Chelmsford, and 
the experts who examined it de- 
clared that it held the promise of 
great success, and was likely to 
be the medium of immense benefit 
te those who go down to the sea 
in ships, especially in the poorer 
xlass of ships, as we shall show. 

One of the characteristics of 
wireless communication has been 
that, in order to ensure that the 
signals shall be heard from any 
station which may be “calling 
up,” an operator must be on duty 
wearing the usual telephone head- 
piece. The reason is that the 
sound produced in the telephone 
by wireless signals, received under 
normal conditions, is inaudible at 
= very short distance from the 
apparatus. 

The new emergency calling de- 
vice, it is claimed, gets over this 
dificulty, and enables a station, 
0: ship, equipped with a special 
automatic transmitter key to call 
up any station within range which 
ir fitted with a corresponding selec- 
tive receiver relay, even if the 
operator is not on duty at this 
station. The ship in distress, say, 
wishes to send out the special 
signal, which, it has becn arranged, 
shall consist of a series of Morse 
dots, on a (00 metre wave, 
sent at the rate of 180 dots per 
minute. The rate must be abso- 
lutely uniform, therefore the auto- 
matic transmitter has been in- 
vented. 

‘The “calling up” is effected by 
a powerful bell, which starts ring- 
ing on the ships that may be called 
a few scconds after the key at 
the calling station is pressed. 
Once the operator's attention is 
attracted, communication proceeds 
by wireless in the ordinary course. 
One of the important uses of the 
device will, it is hoped, be to en- 
sure general and immediate atten- 
tion to emergency calls, such as 
the “8.0.8.” 

So far the system has not been 
installed on any ship. For the 
purpose of recent demonstration 
a special station was cstablish- 
ed at Shelford, about 20 miles 
from Chelmsford, which was sup- 
posed to represont the ship in 
distress, and perfoct communica- 
tion was established with the 
Marconi works. The Board of 
Trade and the Post Uilice have 
inspected the apparatus, and in a 
short time the company hopes to 
see it widely adopted, and another! 
means in use for protecting human- 
kind from the perils of the deep. 

















Between April 1 and December 
31, 1919, 47.500 British and_ 38,700 
American settlers entered Western 
Canada. 














BANKING IN THE EAST 





The Bewildered Newcomer 


Writing in the “Monetary 
Times” on the subject of Canada’s 
opportunity in the Far East, Mr. 
Gco. Wilson makes reference to’ the 
establishment of the Park-Union 
Bank, in which Canada is directly 
interested, and talking of banking 
difficulties, he says:— 

The Far Eastern banking field 
presents problems and difficulties 
which, at first blush, appear to be 
entirely beyond the ken of a Cana- 
dian or American banker. This is 
rot so much the case in Japan, 
where the gold standard prevails 
and where banking and commerce 
is modelled closely upon occidental 
standards. as in China, with not 
only one, but several silver stan- 
dards or units and with “local eur- 
rents,” and even silver coinage, 
mbicct to frequent and sometimes 
violent fluctuations at each of the 
Treaty ports. The Chinese ex: 
changes are so abstruse, ambiguous 
and complex that a newcomer 18 
utterly bewildered and quickly 
realizes that a successful hanker in 
the Far East should be “horn and 
not made” there- 

This is particularly true of the 
man at the helm. as no man. how- 
ever experienced or expert a banker 
ho may have been in Europe, Amer- 
ica or Canada. could possibly 
“carry on” snecessfully in Asia 
without first mastering the Eastern 
exchanges. and the  co-relation 
thereof to domestic and foreign 
trade, and th would entail a 
period of assiduous study on the 
ground for so: least two or ‘three 
years) A Japanese banker in 
China, upon hearing of the sup: 
posedly heavy | incurred in 
China by an inexperienced foreign 
banker during tho first year's 
operations, naively commented 
upon the amount as being a “rea- 
tonable initiation fee.” 























Tae old Spread Eaglo Hotel ati 
Rugby, immortalized in “Tom 
Brown’s Schooldays.” is to disap- 
pear. The property has been bought 
by Laverhulme, who will use 
the ground floor for one of his fish 
shops. The rooms to he built above 
will be let out in flats. 














Tae “Daily X of London 
prints the following rules for the 
telephone, as the case ppears to 


a telephone operator :— 
Courtesy oils the wheels for you, 
Speak as you would be spoken’ tc. 
When numbers have been altered 











© a note of these, 
giving number, doa't trauspoze 
Ws easter ti 










‘The work of th: % 
Cut off, the ringer rings, it’s plain; 
The rung hangs up till “called again. 
The last couplet takes a little 
thinking out, but its heart is, so to 
speak, in tho right place. 
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COMMERCE & FINANCE 


Money and Exchange 


Shanghai, March 26. 
Sovereigns, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 7/4=Tls. 2.73 @ 73.8=$3.70 
Gold Dollars, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 141}=Tls. 0.71 @ 73.8= $0.96 








Mex. Dollars, market rate 73.525 
Native Interest 10 
Copper Cash 187,000 





Bar Silver ‘72h 
Bank rate of discount 6% 
Proportion reserve to liabilities 23% 
Paris on London Fr. 55.75 
New York on London G.$3.83} 





OPENING AND CLOSING BANK RATES. 
On Lonpon— 4 Tael 

Tel. transfer 74 

Demand 74 

Credit 4 m/s. 7184 

Credit 6 m/s. 7/93 

Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 7a 
Un New Yorr— 

‘Tel. transfer ut 

Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 151} 
On Paris— 

Demand 2058 

Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 2905 
On Inpia— 

Demand 304 
On Honcxono— 

Demand 68} 
On Yoxorama— 

Demand 33 
On Baravia— 

Demand 387 
Ow Srycarors— 

Demand 31} 





CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES FOR 


Ak. Tl. 211 @ 8/6} £1 
» 1 @ 20.83 Francs 23.20 
» 0.62 @ 1449 Gold $1 
» = 1 @ 3234 Rupees 3.60 
» 1@3L en 3.59 
» 1 @ 1.50 Mex. $1.50 


Roubles no quotation. 





Week’s Exchange Notes 
Mar. 27. 

At the close of business on Thurs. 
day, the 2th instant, the stock of 
silver in Shanghai comprised Tis. 
39,440,000 and $90,700,000 and Tis. 
3,436,000 in silver dollars and bars. 
These figures include Tis. 7,730,000 
and $12,090,000 in Chinese banks, in 
which there were no bars. 

‘Arrivals during the week com- 
prised 354 bars from London and 
171 bars from America. 

Shipments from Shanghai includ- 
ed 157 bars silver to Hongkong and 
666 bars to Tientsin. Tls. 1,230,000 
sycee were shipped to Nanking; 
Tis. 870,000 to Tientsin and Tis. 
525,000 to Hankow. $1,570,000 arriv- 
ed from Nanking Mint and $1,820,- 
000 from Hangchow and River 
ports. 

Shipments of dollars were $300, 
000 to Amoy and $300,000 to Dalny 


SILVER 

‘The silver market in London dur- 
ing the week has shown an activity 
similar to that which distinguished 
our local share market during the 
rubber boom. From 68} the price 
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advanced to 77d. in several stages 
and then declined to 713, recover 
ing to 72} yesterday. There was 
somewhat the same activity in 
America where the price ranged 
from 122 to 132 and back to 125. 

In view of the spurt in the export 
trade last week it is likely that the 
Shanghai Banks have been support. 
ing the market in the United States 


Excnance. 

The London-New York rate has 
shown a steady appreciation of the 
pound sterling, having improved 
from 3.72 to 3.82. The net ap- 
preciation since the beginning of 
this month is over 12 per cent. 

The silver market, however, more 
than kept pace with the improve- 
ment in this rate during the wee! 
so sterling exchange responded by 
a rise of 3d. to 7/6 but since declin- 
ed to 7/4 at which point the market 
closed steady. 

Business has been fairly active. 








Montagu’s Report 


London, March 18. 

Messrs. Montagu’s silver report 
states that the continued decline in 
prices is due to the large amounts of 
melted coin offered, coyness of 
buyers for the China account and 
the uncertainty owing to the 
vacillations of the American  ex- 
change. A smart rally to-day was 
due to support from “New K. 
With regard to the silver position 
in China, there has been an ap- 
parent increase of spot supplies, 
and notes up country have been re- 
duced. The saturation point night 
be reached temporarily but probabty 
China will absorb much larger 
quantities of silver than before the 
war.—Reuter. 





French Quotations 
Paris, March 24 
Exchange — 
London Fra, 55.2 
New York vw» 14.33 
Belgium 2 108.75 
Spain Hees 
Tealy 2 72.00 
Roumania 3 22.25 
Switzerland 22 241.50 
French War Loans :— 
5 per cent Fi, of 
4 per eent. (2917) 
4 per cent. (1918) » 
5 per cent. 


—French Wireless. 


French Markets 
Marseilles, March 25. 








Rico cleaned, Saigon Frs. 300 
Green peas, Japan » 140 
Patato starch 195 
Havre, March 24. 
Qptton :- 
First Qualit Frs. 806 
Second Quality » 785 
Third Quality » 167 
Lyons, March 25. 
Raw Silks :— 
Covennes Frs. 380 
Italy » 400 
ores » = 
China » $30 
Canton, * 300 
—French Wireless. 








Shanghai Market Report 
Mar. 27. 
Piece Goons. 


The market generally for piece 
goods has been satisfactory. The 
news of the drop in exchange be- 
coming known throughout the coun- 
try has had the effect of improving 
prices, while an increased demand 
from Northern ports has had an 
influence also in the direction of in- 
creasing local values. Activity in 
clearances has been general, one 
feature being the heavy shipments 
to Newchwang. Resales have also 
taken place at improved prices 
throughout the week. The Sze: 
chuan market has bought some 
7,000 bales local and Indian spia- 
nings, thereby adding still further 
tone ‘to the market, for the 
Szechuan dealers’ purchasing 
activities generally move round in 
one cycle of commodities, namely, 
yarn, plain staple goods, and dye 
and fancies, each of which is likely 
to have its turn for that outlet in 
the near future. 

Home manufacturers are stitl 
talking up prices and deliveries 
bravely, but there are some slightly 
softer indications here and there. 

A little business has been done 
privately, but mostly with old 
chops. In this connexion it is more 
a case of keeping things going 
rather than attempting to do a big 
business. 

As regards future prospects it 
seems likely that if exchange re- 
mains at all steady at the present 
figure we shall see higher prices by 
reason of the higher cost of re- 
placing. 

Tue Avetions. 

Tuesday’s auction at Kungping 
was quite satisfactory. About the 
same quantity as in the previous 
week was offered—just over 300 
bales. Fast Black Italians, which 
are getting on in the season, were 
steady, but there was not’ very 
much demand. Coloured goods 
were very steady, while Greys and 
Whites were strong. There was a 
further advance for these, the de- 
mand from the North, especially 
Tientsin and Newchwang, being 
noticeable. The general tone of 
the market was unchanged, being 
steady, and taken as a whole the 
position was very satisfactory. 

Ewo had a better market to re- 
port. Black Italians were a little 
easier, but everything else was up. 
Greys advanced 1 to 2 mace. 
Whites 2 to 3 mace, and Venetians 
} to 1 candareen. The quantity 
was about the same as last week, 
about 140 packages. 

The Yuenfong auction showed a 
good market for Greys and 
Whites. Blacks were somewhat 
“sticky,” and fell about 2} mace, 
mainly ‘due to irregular quantities 
being offered, these proving rather 
too heavy. Greys and Whites were 
higher, and had a very good mar- 
ket, Greys being up 1 mace and 
Whites 2 mace. The demand was 
keen. 

Corton. 

An announcement of the utmost 
importance to the cotton trade is 
made this week, and will be found 
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below in the report issued by 
Messrs. A. B. Rosenfeld & Son. 
“This is that duty hitherto levied on 
China cotton when transported be- 
-tween different ports in the coun- 
try is now to be removed. This 
will have an important effect o2 
the trade generally. 

A Liverpool telegram of March 
17 reports the market as being 
easier with the following quota- 
tions :-— 


Pence 
Egyptian F. G. F, Sakel- 





A telegram of March 25 gives the 
the New York quotations as fol- 
lows :—Spot. 41.50 cents; May 38.15 
cents; July 35.57 cents; October 


32.11 cents. The market was 
seasier. 

Telegraphic quotations from 
Bombay of March 23 state the 
price of broach as Rs. 470 per 
‘khandy. 

Sampin quotations _yesterday 
were :—March Y.668; April ¥.658.- 
10; May Y.647; June Y.621; July 
‘Y.622.70; August Y.617.60. 

The following telegrams have 
been received by Messrs. Tata 
‘Bons & Co. :—Liverpool, March 15 ~ 





Market perplexed by German up- 
heaval. We think that consequent 
dislocation German __ industries 
should benefit’ British trade. 
Liverpool, March 16—Our Man- 
chester friends reports fresh buying 
wave appears imminent. Liver- 
pool, March 17~Rapid reduction in 
‘stock at New York, supplies being 
dangerousiy small.’ Further heavy 
rain storms in eastern belt. 

In their weekly report on 
cotton market” Messrs. A. 
Rosenfeld & Son state :— 

China Cotton:—During the past 
week there has been no decided 
change in the fundamental condi- 
tion of the market and fluctuations 
were due principally to speculative 
causes, the easy tendency of prices 
which prevailed during the previous 
week being in keeping with the gen- 
eral conditions of the market. As 
to the question of consumption, 
nothing bearish has come. to light. 

Yarn:—The outlook isthe 
brightest in the history of the trade 
with a feeling of assurance that na 
weakness is likely to develop in this 
direction for some time to come. 

A decision of considerable moment 
to Chinese mills has been arrived 
‘at by the authorities in Peking, 
and that is the waiving of the 
internal revenue, or interport duty. 
on cotton, to come into effect on 
April 1. 

For years past the management 
of foreign mills have made _re- 
presentations to the foreign minis 
ters at Peking to this end, and 
happily their efforts have been 
brought to fruition. 

This effects a saving to the mills 
‘on cotton purchased from other 


the 
B. 








treaty ports of Haikwan Tael cents 
52 or 57 Shanghai tael cents per 
picul, and as the export duty to 
foreign countries remains unchang- 
ed, it places imported yarn at a 
distinet disadvantage. 

From the above it will be seen 
that whatever views are entertain- 
ed as to the ultimate course of 
prices for cotton, a conservative 
policy appears to be desirable. 
‘fhe situation continues to hinge 
on future developments (especially 
the trend of silver) and our opinion 


00|is that the chances for successful 


future operations lie on the cautious 


5 | side. 


Closing quotations yesterday :— 


Tunchow Tis, 33-34 
Shanghai » 30 
Nunzu sy 29h 
Taichong 304 
Ningpo vy 27 
Hungkow »» 284 
Shensi I o> 33-34 
Shensi II ie 
Six 
‘There is a fair amount of inquiry, 
but the vagaries of exchange 
naturally make buyers hesitate. 
Anticipating a resumption of 


demand from’America, Japan went 
up Y.300, but as stocks in New York 
are still heavy it is probable that 
any advance in price will check 
business. 

‘The effort of the American banks 
to shorten credit is a good move, 
and will do a lot to stabilige prices 
and check over-trading. 

‘The Lyons market is beginning 
to move again, but has been able 
to buy largely from Amefica at a 
lower level than Shanghai. 

The effort to improve the breed 
and yicld continue quietly but 
effectually. It is found that  dis- 
ease is practically universal, and 





it is very difficult to produce a 
healthy 


strain. Assuming 66 per 
isease, which is a fair 
we should say that at pre- 









tion of silk is about Tis. 36,000,000 
per annum, but it is very encourag- 
nig to know that many schools have 
been formed to assist the Sericul- 
ture Committee. 

The visit of the representatives: 
of the American ‘silk trade is 
awaited with much interest. 


Sesp. 


The disturbed conditions at Home 
are inclined to prevent a recrudes- 
cetice of business in sesamum seed. 
The under-current, however, re: 
mains steady, and shows prospects 
of business resulting as soon as 
more light is shed upon the political 
situation. There has been a fair 
amount of buying in the local 
market at comparatively high 
prices, which do not altogether 


seem justified by telegrams from 
Europe. At present prices ideas 
from various countries are very 
irregular. 


Hives. 


A little more inquiry has been 
shown from America, but buyers’ 
ideas are still too far out to admit 
of business. 





Piece Goods Market 





WARNING FOR COMING 
MONTHS 


During the past two years the 
local piece goods market has been 
in a very flourishing condition, and 
everything has conduced to a very 
easy prosperity. Exchange having 
risen to unprecedented heights, it 
was the simplest thing in the world 
to do business. It was merely a 
case of buying at the prices which 
Manchester cared to quote, handing 
the goods on to the Chinese dealer 
and taking considerable profits. So 
simple has the trade been that 
outsiders have been able to enter 
the market and make handsome 
profits, 
i A Tite ror Caurion. 


Higher prices in Manchester, the 
recent fluctuations in exchange with 
their uncertain tendency—these are 
two factors which may work havoc 
among these new dealers and 
merchants, causing a general dis- 
location in trade. In previous 
years, round about 1905 and 1910, 
for instance, these people found 
themselves in a very bad way. 

‘We shall not attempt to prophesy 
about ‘exchange, but merely quote 
from a letter written Home by an 
experienced piece goods man show- 
ing how present exchanges have 
worked to reduce the prevailing 
igh prices as far as the 
Chinese consumer is _ concern- 
ed. “Owing to the great rise 
in exchange values he (the 
Chinese) is only paying some 80 per | 
cent. advance on pre-war prices’a8 
compared with anything up to 300 
per cent. in other countries.” He 
has been able to do so up to the 
present, and if it were to remain 
at this figure the situation would 
be simple. But: already there has 
been @ notable fall in exchange, and 





the price of replacing becomes 
considerable. Manchester prices 
are still rising, and if exchange 


drops further, it will very seriously 
prejudice China’s position as a 
buyer. 

Keerine Up tus Price = 

Competition from other markets 
be likely to keep prices at their 

bigh level, even if there were 
no other factor, but as a matter of 
fact there is a very serious one. 

Mills and factories in Lancashire 
have changed hands at what_before 
the war would have been -consider- 
ed fabulous prices, and -we believe 
that a great deal of over-capitaliza- 
tion has taken place. Proof of this 
contention is to be found in the 
fact that immediately upon these 
factories changing hands prices 
were advanced in certain cases, ap- 
parently for no other reason than 
that it was only by the obtaining 
of these prices that a dividend to 
shareholders was at all possible. If 
this view is correct, it bodes ill 
for the consumer in the future. 

It is admitted that at the present 
juncture, even more than in normal 
times, Manchester can well dis- 
pense with the demand from the 
China market altogether—in fact 
many manufacturers would welcome 
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its suspension. It is also a well 
known fact that the margins of all 
branches of the Home trade ar 


are 
very healthy—in some cases they 
tend to profiteering—and if our 
Chinese friends will starve for 


awhile, they may again score when 
the immediate requirements of 
other markets are satisfied and 
margins are reduced to a reason- 
able percentage, 


A Naxep Cara. 


We are, of course, more or less 
accustomed to huge prices nowa- 
days, and so the contention is put 
forward that the Chinese must come 
into line and pay up if he wants 
goods at all. Ergo, contend the 
optimists, all will be well, and at 
these high prices the market will 
go on swimmingly. This is entire- 
ly fallacious, and we have the case, 
of the years 1917-18 to point to. 
During that period the Chinese 
practically refused to buy, and 
rather than pay the prices demand- 
ed went in rags and patches. To- 
wards the close of this year or 
possibly next, we may be faced 
with a similar position, and what 
then is to happen to goods coming 
forward for the firms that have 
taken a hand in the trade? 

Tho seriousness of the future is 
emphasized in the letter to -which 
we alluded above, and the writer 
has pnt the position as strongly as 
this :-— 

“Should prices at Home still soar 
and exchange weaken, we shall 
possibly be confronted with a nak- 
ed China during the period when 
the masses have not the where- 
withal to buy clothes, the only solu- 
tion being a great advance in wages 
for the coolie out here, or else 
fixing the value of silver in relation 
to gold at such » ratio that our 
Jocal enrreney enhances in value. 
Naturally such an economic change 
could not. come about in a day. but 
would take time. The period of 
readinstment wonld he a very try- 
ing one for the trade.” c 





Hongkong Cotton 


Hongkong, March 22. 

The Chamber of Commerce cotton 
Year report says :— 

Demand from the interior hes 
been very siack. Consequentiy 
very small business has resulted 
Values, if anything, ruled slightly 


on the easy side. Quotations :-— 
Per Bate. 

Tens $230 to $268 

‘Twelves $250 to $290 

Sixteens 3288 to $330 

Twanties $320 to $365 


Arrivals 2,000 bales,‘ sales 1,009 
bales, bargains 16,000 bales. Ship- 


ments “nil, unsold stock 3,000 
bales. 

Rew cotton valnes were slightly 
easier with Indian descriptions 


nominally at $42 to $54 per picul, 
and Chinese grades at $46 to $49 
per picul.—Reuter. 





Coal Output 
The general managers of the Fa 
Chung Corporation advise us that 
the sales of their coal (Honan 
anthracite) for the month of Feb- 
ruary last amounted to 74,316 tons. 





The Freight Market 


In their fortnightly 


& Co. state :— 
The situation in our outwa! 
freight markets is as follows :— 
To United Kingdom and Con- 


tinent:—This market remains very 
for 
U. K. Ports but the recent drop ‘n 
exchange has brought out a sudden 
brisk demand for space for seeds 


unsettled. Little is offering 


and cereals to north continental 


ports which still continues. Shouli 


exchange remain at about the pre: 


sent level, it is probable that large 
be 
or 


quantities of this cargo will 
moved during the next month 
two. 


To United States vid Pacific and 
these 
three berths are stagnant at the 

little 
cargo moving on any of them with 
no propects of any improvement as 


via. Panama and Suez:—All 


moment and there is very 


far as we can see at present. 





Rubber Quotations 


Messrs. R. N. Truman & Co. have 


received the following telegram re- 
lating to the weekly auction 
at Singapore on March 24:— 

Average price realized :— 


No. 1 Smoked Sheet $0.99 per 


Ib. equivalent to 9s. 4d. ex ware: 
house Singapore. 
No. 1 Crépe $0.97 per Ib. 


equivalent to 9s. 31d. ex warehouse 


Singapore. 
Demand is moderate. 
769 tons; sold 399 tons. 


Chemor Rubber Co. 


The report of the Chemor Unit 
ed Rubber Co., 


issued. It shows a total 


Seven acres of low-l 
area at Chemor 


the year. 
planted 





recommendation of the 
present year to plant about 


acres at Chemor. The crop of rub: 


ber harvested amounted to 266,202 
Tb. against an estimate of 265,000 
Th. The estimate for 1920 is 282,0¢0 


Ib. 


The cost of production f.o.b. «t 

including 
. as against 
10.61d. in 1918, and with duty and 


port of shipment. 
depreciation, was 10.894. 
war tax this is 


brought up 





1/0.04d. for 1919 as against 11.21d. in 
the previous year. The total quant- 
ity of rubber sold during the year 
was 257,954 Ib., realizing an average 


price at port of 
1.724. as against 
previons year. 


shipment 
1/2.97d. 


A profit of Tis. 28,129.08 is shown 
in the working account, the nett 
profit for the year as shown by the 


profit and loss account being Tis. 
49,073.32, including the 

brought forward from 1918 (Ts. 
28,728.47), and the directors recom 


mend the payment of a dividend of 
five candareens per share, carrying 


forward Tls. 11,020.13. 


freight 
market report Messrs. Wheelock 





held 


Offered 


Ld., for the year 
ended December 31, 1919, has beeu 
acreage 

planted with hevea of 1,3014, over 20 
acres having been added during the 
ying 

were 
abandoned during the year on the 
visiting 
agent, and it is proposed during the 
six 


the 


amount 


Talk of a Rubber Boom 


Newspapers in the Straits are- 
devoting much attention to the 
prospects of-a rubber boom —this- 


year, and already Grenier’s “Rub- 
ber News” (Kuala Lumpur), under 
the heading “A rubber boom in 
sight if not already arrived,” issues- 


a warning against the gambling 
propensities in rubber both at 
Home and in the East. A boom 


in rubber has been anticipated for 
quite a long time, and when the posi- 
1) tion of the industry is statistically” 
examined there is every reason for 
expecting a very great improve- 
ment within a few months. This is 
based upon such factors as the motor- 
industry, while there is also 
the hope that following upon the. 
harvest of this year Central Europe 
and possibly even Russia may be 
in a position to purchase some of 
the rubber they need so badly. 

Tf all these factors operate to the 
maximum extent anticipated, the 
supply of rubber will be very far 
short of the demand, and already 
preparation is being made to take 
advantage of the situation by the 
flotation of new companies. ‘The 
“Rubber News” mentioned above 
-| calculates that between January 2 
and the beginning of March over 
$10,000,000 has been put into rub- 
ber, and it goes on to say :—“In the 
East the spirit of company floating 
| does not show signs of abatement, 
and we are commencing to an- 
ticipate that the wild rush for 
rubber plantations and rubber 
shares will rival the scenes enacted 
in Tondon and elsewhere in 1910.” 

Up to the present all these movi 
ments have left Shanghiai cold, and? 
so far as wo can gather it is taking 
practically no interest in the mat- 








ter of mew companies. Possib- 
ly it is, too absorbed in the 
cotton market to think ahout 


anything else, but the most likely 
reason is that it has as many rubber 
shares as it is likely to want for 
some time to come. A great many 
people found themselves rather 
overburdened with them after 1919. 
and the height of exchange has not 
tended to popularize them as an 
investment. Accordingly it is not 
at all surprising that so far Shang- 
-|hai has regarded with indifference 
the floating of new companies else- 
where. 

The most interesting 
we have heard as to Shanghai’s 
position in the event of a. really 
substantial boom is that it might be 
able to dispose of some of its com- 
panies. Such a boom would have 
the tendency to make some of our 
less favoured concerns quite valu- 
able assets, and afford a chance for 
shareholders who have lost some of 
their interest in rubber to release 
their money for use in other 
directions. 


suggestion: 


f 





British Financial Stability 


The following from the “Cliugaé 
Shogyo,” translated by the “Sapam 
Advertiser,” is an interesting re- 
flexion of Japanese opinion. 

In view of tho refusal of |Amer- 
iea to give further financial aid to 
Europe, much interest has attach- 
ed to the question as to how the 
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British and French Governments 
would deal with their joint bonds 
issued in America which fall duo 
next November. It is now report- 
ed that the two Governments hav 
decided to redeem the bonds in 
cash. This is a heroic decision. 

The greater portion of the 
burden for [the cash redemption 
will perhaps be borne by the Brit- 
ish Government, and this makes 
the decision look all the more 
heroic in view of the great and 
numerous financial burdens resting 
on tho shoulders of Great Britain 
as a result of the world war. The 
depreciation of the pound sterling 
is due to the great increase in 
British indebtedness, and therefore 
a reduction of it is one of the first 
needs of the moment. This per- 
haps accounts for the present deci- 
sion of tho British Government. 
The report that about $250,000.000 
of gold will bo transmitted from 
London to New York has already 
caused an appreciable improve- 
ment in the British exchange situa- 
tion. ‘This improvement will bet- 
ter tho trade position of Great 
Britain, and as a result. there will 
be increased exports from America 
to that country, which will in turn 
have a beneficent, effect on Japan's 
trade with America. 

In any case. the present decision 
of the British Government is 
another evidenco of the  deep- 
rootedness of British financial re- 
sources. The futuro of a. great 
people who never ceaca to build up 
latent. power is worthy of great 
attention, and no less noteworthy 
is tho manner in which they will 
recuperate themselves commercially 
and industrially. 








£260,000,000 for New 


Companies 
The last six months of 1919 wit- 


nessed an unprecedented wolumo | 


of investments in newly-registered 
companies in Great Britain. The 
total subscribed in that period i 
placed by Messrs. Jordan and Sons, 
Ld., Chancery Lane, in their sum: 





mary of statistics, at nearly 
£260,000,000 distributed | amon, 
about 6,000 new companies. A! 


special feature of post-war finance| 
is, of course, the enormous increase 
in the capital of individual com- 
panies. In 1913, the average was 





about £21,000; to-day it is £45,000, 
or more than double. 

These figures give one the pro- 
portion merely, but the trend of 
business is more clearly indicated 
by the fact that in 1913 there were 
only 21 companies with a capital 
of over £1,000,000, whereas in the 
last six months of 1919, no less than 
43 concerns were registered with an 
aggregate capital of £90,000,000, the 
ipdividual firms ranging up to six 
millions. The cause for this is to be 
found not only in the fact that trad- 
ing in special lines on a larger scale 
is being adopted as a set-off to 
increased cost of production, but 
also to the greatly depreciated 
value of the £1 sterling. 


‘Tre Surrrixc Boow. 

It is interesting to note that 
shipping companies are responsible 
for about 8.3 per cent. of the capi- 
tal raised in the past six months. 
This is the natural outcome of the 
shortage of shipping, and the boom 
which that trade is experiencing. 
There are now prospects that this 
will pass before long, and shipping 
will then cease to stand at its pre- 
sent extremely attractive level. 


Mines are responsible for not far 
short of 10 per cent. of the capital 
subscribed, and oil comes in for 
about 7.4 per cent. Both these 
are, or should be, sound sources of 
wealth. Textiles rank also very 
high (nearly 10 per cent.), due, 
doubtless, to the attractively high 
prices of finished goods now pre- 
vailing. & 


Lvxury Trapes. 


On the other hand, the fact that 
engineering businesses have obtain- 
ed about 5 per cent. of the sub- 
scribed capital, while half as much 
again has been subscribed to firms 
aged in the motor industry, is 
not at all reassuring. The latter 
is partly, at least, a luxury trade, 
and it would be more satisfactory 
| to see a greater proportion of the 
{money going to’ the engineering 
trade, in order to build up a better 
{position for the whole world, as 
| regards necessaries of life. It is 











| noticeable that the iron and brass 


rades absorbed about 4 per cent. 
only of the capital subscribed, while 
cinematograph shows took just 
jabout the same. Here, again, we 


‘have a very unsatisfactory feature. 





The chemical industry, which 
should be encouraged, if we are to 
secure a proper share of the world’s, 
trade, absorbed less than 2 per cent. 
of the capital subscribed. Al- 
together the money invested, while 
it may meet with pretty good re- 
turns, has not been, in many in- 
stances, put into industries which 
will help to re-establish our trade 
and ensure a sound commerciat 
position for us among other nations. 
—Engineering.”” 





Shanghai Cotton Mfg. Co. 


As already announced a strong 
local syndicate had been form- 
ed with the object of securing 
the business of the Shanghai Cotton 
Manufacturing Co., Ld, To-day in- 


terest is general in the ultimate 
fate of the company, for com- 
petition promises to be of the 
keenest description. 

Naturally the Mitsui Bussan 


Kaisha will, in the event of the. 
company being wound up as is 
proposed in the resolution to be 
presented to the forthcoming meet- 
ing, make every effort to retain it. 
This was, of course, only to be 
anticipated, but we believe that 
another Japanese syndicate is also 
taking active steps with a view to 
purchasing the concern. This last 
is said to be a powerful combina- 
tion. 

In the event of the resolution for 
the winding up of the company be- 
ing carried, we understand that nob 
only will it be advertised for sale 
in China but likewise in Japan. 
There, it is believed, a number of 
the larger cotton concerns are like- 
lv to be very much interested in 
the matter. 


Panama, March 24. 
The Panama Canal was agaia 
closed to shipping two days ago 
owing to a fresh land slide at 
Cucaracha,—Reuter 


Tue Japanese Cotton Spinners‘ 
Association reports that during 


February the production of cotton 
yarn amounted to 166,969 bales, an 
increase of 10,341 bales over Jan- 
uary this year and of 20,192 bales 
over Febriary last year, ‘The in- 
creise was mainly in finer yarns, 
exceeding No, 20. 
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WORLD'S SHIPPING 





A Record Year of Building 


There has been a record year in 
the world’s output of shipping. 
‘The United States led the way in 
1919, and launched more than twice 
the tonnage which the United King- 
dom did. According to the annual 
summary of the Mercantile Ship- 
‘building of the World, compiled, 
and. now issued by Lloyd’s Register 
‘of Shipping, vessels of an aggre- 
gate of 4,075,385 tons gross were 
Jaunched in America in 1919. That 
Gm equal to 57 per cent. of the 
world’s output. On the other 
hand, a significant decrease in the 
vessels now under construction in 
that country is recorded. 

In the United Kingdom the out- 
put is but 1,620,442 tons for the 
year, and although we are not yet 
working up to the level of the re- 
cord year of 1913, it has to be re- 
membered that a very considerable 
quantity of tonnage is in an ad- 
vanced stage of construction, but 
as it was not actually launched in 
1919, it is nob included in the re- 
turns of output. Another notable 
point in the statistics is the ad- 
vance made by Japan in shipbuild- 
ing. The tonnage launched there 
jn 1919 nearly equals the whole 
‘output of Japan during the twenty- 
‘two years 1892-1913. 


Britis Activity. 

Detailed statistics are given in 
the summary as to the tonnage 
Jaunched in the principal shipbuild- 
ing countries. During 1919 there 
have been launched in the United 
Kingdom 612 merchant vessels of 
1,620,442 tons (541 steamers of 
1,584,920 tons and 71 barges of 
35,522 tons). Not a single sailing 
vessel has been launched during 
the year. The figures are still 
311,711 tons below the record figures 
of 1913, and represent an output 
1L2 per cent. lower than the aver- 
age of the three pre-war years 1911- 
13. They are, however, higher 
than the totals for the four years 
1915-18, the present total being 
272,322 tons and 457,546 tons larger 
‘than those for 1918 and 1917 respec- 
tively. It appears that 197 vessels 
between 5,000 and 6,000 tons each, 
and 62 vessels of 6,000 tons and _up- 
wards were launched in 1919. Only 
four of more than 10,000 tons each 
are included in the latter total. 
The largest ship of the year con- 
structed in a British yard is the 
Arundel Castle, of 22,150 tons, 
which was launched at Belfast for 
the Union Castle Line. 

The Glasgow district occupies 
first place amongst the shipbuild- 
ing centres of the country, showing 
an output of 337,030 tons. Then 
follow Sunderland (274,283 tons), 
Newcastle (239,836 tons), Belfast 
(213,720 ftons), Gieenock (188,717 
tons), Middlesbrough (119,943 
tons), and West Hartlepool (82,233 
tons). 

Vessets Unper Construction. 

Actual launchings, however, 
‘scarcely give a just measure of the 
‘present activity of British yards. 
-At the opening of the year 1,979,- 
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952 tons were under construction in 
the United Kingdom. The amount 
of tonnage building at the end of 
December, however, had reached 
the enormous figure of 2,994,249 
tons, so that the total tonnage now 
under construction is 1,014,000 tons 
higher than the work in hand 
twelve months ago. The “record” 
pre-war figure of March, 1913, 
namely, 2,063,694 tons, is 930,555 
tons less than the work in hand at 
the end of 1919. There are now 
under construction no fewer than 
55 vessels each one exceeding 10,000 
tons, 22 of which are of 15,000 tons 
and above. 
Wortp Torats. 

Outside the United Kingdom the 
output of merchant vessels has 
been unprecedently great. The 
following table gives the totals :— 


Tons 

Vessels, _ (Gross). 

United Kingdom 612 | 1,620,442 
Other countries 1,871 5,524,107 
2,483 7,144,549 

The position of shipbuilding 
abroad in 1919 may be further 


analysed by the following table 
dealing with vessels Ieunched in 








some of the leading countries:— 
Tons 

Vessels. (Gross). 

British Dominions 263 358,728 
France 34 | 32,663, 
Holland 100 137,086 
Italy (including Trieste) 32 82,713 
Japan 133 (611,885 
Norway pe 
nl 53 ‘50.971 
United States> 1,051 4,075,385, 


Lloyd’s summary states that the 
Jaunchings abroad show an increase 
of 1, ‘83 tons, as compared with 
those for 1918, and aro 4,123,378 tons 
higher than those for 1913, the pre- 
war record year, equal to an in- 
crease of 291 per cent. 








Tas American Programe 

In the United States the full 
effect of the ambitious shipbuilding 
programme is reflected in the re- 
turns. The output for the year, 
namely, ‘4,075,385 tons, is 1,042,000 
tons higher than during 1918, and 
is the highest ever reached. It is 
between 14 and 15 times the output 
for 1913. The whole of the increase 
is due to the larger amount of steel 
steam tonnage launched during the 
year, which reached about 1,431,000 
tons more than during 1918. The 
wood tonnage, on the other hand, 
has decreased by n@arly 415,000. 
A remarkable increase has taken 
place in the tonnage launched on 
the Atlantic coast, which has reach- 
ed 1,973,755, or 1,020,000 tons more 
than the output of the preceding 
year. The tonnage launched on the 
Great Lakes is 495,559, about 64,000 
tons more than in 1918, and all of 
which consists of steel steamers in- 
tended for seagoing purposes. 

The United States statistics in- 
clude 60 steamers for the carriage 
of oil in bulk, with a tonnage of 
about 370,000. The total figures 
comprise 137 steamers, each of be- 
tween 5,000 and 6,000 tons; 251 of 
between 6,000 and 10,000 tons, and 
five vessels of over 10,000 tons each, 

Japan has a record output of 
611,883 tons. It is 121,959 tons 
more than in 1918, and 261,742 tons 





more than in 1917. 


British Doarnions- 

The tonnage launched in Canada 
—271,264—is about 13,000 more than 
in 1918. It includes 28 steel steam- 
ers of 60,233 tons launched on the 
Great Lakes. On the coast and on 
the St, Lawrence were launched 12 
steel steamers of between 5,000 and 
6,000 tons. The tonnage launched 
in the other British Dominions has 
reached 87,464, by far the largest 
total on record. Half of this ton- 
nage répresents the output of the 
Hongkong district, where eight 
vessels of between 3,000 and 3,806 
tons each were launched. The out- 
put of the British Dominions dur- 
ing 1919, namely 353,728 tons, is 
78,824 tons more than in 1918, and 
nearly equals tho combined output 
for the ten years 1903-17. 

At the end of 1919 the tonnage 
under construction abroad was 
4,867,000, or 674,000 tons less than 
at the end of March. A decrease 
has taken place in tho tonnage 
under construction in the United 
States since the end of March, 1919, 
which amounts to 1,218,000 during 
the nine months. At the end of 
1919 the United States had under 
construction 2,966.000 tons; Holland, 
328,000 tons: Italy, ‘314,000 tons; 
and Japan, 309,000 tons. 

To sum up, the total world’s out- 
put during 1919 has been 7,144,549 
tons, which is an increase of 1,697,- 
000 tons as compared with 1918 and 
3.811,000 tons more than the output 
for 1913, which was the pre-war 
record year. 


40 NEW LINERS 





America Converting Her 
Troopships 


When the armistice was signed 
a large number of vessels were 
building in the shipyards of the 
United States, the majority on 
slips which had only recently been 
erected, and it was believed to 
be the’ intention of the American 
Shipping Board to challenge the 
supremacy of Great Britain as the 
leading ocean carrier of the world. 

In the early days of last year 
a big “cut” in Britis Western 
Ocean freights caused a sensation 
on the other side of the Atlantic, 
and since then the volume of 
American shipbuilding has de- 
clined. How great has been the 
fall in the tonnage under construc- 
tion was shown in the statistics 
of “Lloyd's” published recently, the 
tables indicating that at the end 
of December there were on the 
slips over 500,000 tons less than 
at the end of September. 

The Shipping Board is now 
credited with another ambitious. 
scheme, under which, according to 
a telegram from a Liverpool cor- 
respondent, it proposes to cut 
severely into the British passenger 
carrying trades, Towards the end 
of the war the United States de- 
cided to build 40 large vessels 
for the transport of troops. It 
was not known in shipping circles, 
says the correspondent, that the 








Shipping Board had in mind the 
idea to compete in the British 
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passenger trades with these vessels 
when peace should come. But for 
this purpose they were special! 
designed by Mr. J. W. isherwood, 
a famous British naval architect, 
so that the conversion from troop 
carriers into palatial liners could 
be rapid. 

This large fleet of ships will, 
the correspondent adds, be com- 
pleted in various American yards 
in_a very short time. Each vessel 
will have a displacement of about, 
21,000 tons. They will be 535 feet: 
long, and will have accommodation 
for 700 passengers, 

Mr. Isherwood a few years ago 
revolutionized ship construction by 
inventing the longitudinal system 
of framing. 








Shipbuilding Ring 


Several big deals in the 
building world have been recently 
announced, and it is now stated 
that tho syndicate (in. which the 


ship- 


Nonthumberland Shipbuilding 
Company aro interested) which 
purchased the National Shipyard 
‘at Chepstow is the samo that re- 
cently acquired a controlling in- 
terest in Messrs. Swan, Hunter, 
and Wigham Richardson (Ld.), 
of Walker and — Wallsend-on 
Tyne, and in Messrs. Workman, 
Clark, & Co. of Belfast. 
No immediate changes 
management or policies 
yards) may be expected 
“Modern Transport”), as the 
amalgamation has been brought 
about solely with a view to the 
community. of interests and 
economies in the cost of produc- 
tion. - 


in tho 
of the 
(says 





American engineers have  suc- 
ceeded in talking over a wireless 
telephone direct from New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., to points in France 
—a distance of 3,000 miles. 





Gensax merchants formerly in 
business at Canton are returning 
to the city, tho “Canton Times” 
reports. In’ common with many 
other foreign firms, they will find 
accommodation in the Chinese 
city, in which great improvements 
have lately been made. 

Experiments in mechanical ooal- 
ing are to be made by tho Mitsui 
Bussan Kaisha at Nagasaki and 
Miike, in consequence of steadily 
increasing Iabour difficulties. The 
machines to be used have a loading 
capacity of 180 maximum and 70 
miminium tons per hour. 

Ix view of complaint as to the 
bad quality of certain goods ox- 
ported from Japan, the Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce has 
issued a new ordinance, according to 
which listed goods must not be 
exported until after official in- 
epeotion. Tho list includes 
matches, glass ware. enamel ware. 





braids, hoisery and all knitted 
goods, brushes, celluloid articles, 
pencils, and cotton textiles. 


Packages so inspected will bear a 
vermilion stamp, oval. “Passed 
inspection bureau, Japan.” 





LAW REPORTS 


H. M. SUPPREME COURT 


Shanghai, March 19. 
Before His Honour Judge 
Sxinxer TURNER. 


In the matter of the Shanghai 
Garage Co., Ld. 

This was an adjourned hearing of 
the motion :— 

That the above Company, a 
China Company registered with the 
Registrar of Companies at Shang- 
hai do have 14 days from the date 
of the Order to be hereon mad= 
within which to file with the Re- 
gistrar the documents containing] 
the particulars following, that is to 
say — , 

1.—A list of directors of such 
above named Company. 

2—A list of changes of direc- 
tors at all material times. 

3.—The place whence such Com 
pany is directed or controlled. | 

5.—The return of particulars of| 
such Company. i 

The return of particulars of shares 
issued. 

6.—A charge over the assets of 
the Company given in favour of the 
International Banking Corporation 
by the above Company and dated 
the 26th day of August, 1919. 

And that such Company may 
havo relief from the penalties in- 
curred by reason of its failure to 
register with the Registrar of Com 
panies within the specified time the 
Particulars above set out. 

Mr. W. S. Levinson appeared in 
support of the motion, and Mr. H. 
P. Wilkinson, Crown Advocate. 
attended on behalf of the Registrar 
of Companies. 

Mr. Levineon read an  affidavi 
made by Capt. J. E. Inch since the 
last hearing, in which he stated 
that in addition to being managing 
director of the company he also un 
dertook the duties of secretary. 
Deponent itemised the allotments 
of shares in the filing of returns of 
which he said the company had de- 
faulted. The duty to file these de- 
volved upon him as secretary ani 
failure to do so was entirely due 
to inadvertence and no other 
cause. He had never acted as the 
secretary of a company before ani 
was ignorant of the appropria‘ 
provision of the China (Companies: 
Order in Council, otherwise he 
would have complied with it. 

Particulars with respect to the 
six paragraphs of the motion were 
attached to the affidavit and wit 
regard to the last. Capt. Inch 
deposed that he was ignorant of 
the provisions of the ordinances re- 
lating thereto and he left all pro- 
cedure concerning such documents} 
in the hands of the other party 
concerned. Deponent went on to 
say that he was aware that certair 
instances of failure on the part of 
certain companies to comply with 
Hongkong Ordinances and Orders 


























in Council relating to China com. 
panies had been ‘raised in that, 
Court, but he had felt no anxiety| 
as regarded the particulars cou- 


cerning his own company as_ they 
had retained a lawyer who. advised 
them on all matters pertaining to 
the company. 

Considerable discussion then. 
followed relative to his Lordship's 
power to grant relief from certain. 
of the penalties or to inflict them, 
in the course of which his Lordship. 
pointed out that the most serious. 
matter was the failure to register: 
the charge over the assets of the 
company given in favour of the In- 
ternational Banking Corporation 
and said that if the document were 
registered now,.it would be without. 
prejudice to the rights of anybody 
wko had become creditors during 
the period between the drawing up. 
f the document and its registra- 
ion. 

Mr. Levinson said that the 
mortgage would be redrawn, re 
executed, and re-registered. 

Mr. Wilkinson in the course of 
his argument, informed his Lordshi> 
that there were still firms who were 
offending in a like manner to the 
applicants. 

His Lordship :—All I can say ig 
that I hope the registrar will take 
proceedings against them. It is 
perfectly necessary for companies 
to find out what it is necessary to 
safeguard themselves against. 13. 
is not often that I refer to text 
books, but as a matter of fact there 
was one published by the Tientsin 
Press on the Companies Ordinances 
and Orders in Council which gives 
in simple form all the penalties to 
which companies are liable. It is: 
obtainable and I should have 
thought that every secretary and 
manager of British companies here 
ought to have had something ob 
that sort. 

_His Lordship, in giving his de 
cision, remarked that as far as 4o. 
could’ seo the company had re~ 
gistered very little with the Re 
gistrar of Companies since their 
incorporation in 1918. It was, in 
his opinion, the worst company ap- 
plication that they had had before. 
the Court up to date and it was 
admitted on the affidavits that the 
company was aware of the need of 
complying with the requirements. of 
the company legislation very cer. 
tainly from July or August of last 
year. It was quite easy for com- 
panies to get information in a 
printed form, information of what. 
were the penalties which might 5a 
incurred if they did not do their 
duty in compliance with the law 
and all managers -of companies 
ought to take steps to acquaint 
themselves with what their duties 
were. Dealing with the several ap- 
Plications in the motion, his Lord- 
ship pointed out that with regard 
to the first, the certificate of in- 
corporation had been issued and 
as that was taken as proof that 
all requirements prior to that issue 
had been met, he would make no 
order upon that application. With 
regard to the list of directors, his 
Lordship said it was the duty of 
the Registrar to accept it when it 
was sent to him, though that did 
not prevent him’ going for such 
nenalties as had been incurred. 
In this connexion ‘he was unaware 
that the Court had power to give 
Telief against penalties unless ex- 
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signed the members of ascociation| legislature on this provision tha 


and has been a director of tho 
seompany. The company is one in 
which Japanese havo always been 
largely and increasingly interest 
ed and in which the holding of 
other non-Chinese shareholders has 
also largely increased. These are 
principally British and though 
thero are others I shall for con- 
venionce speak of this group as 
British. I have analysed the com- 
position of the company at length 
not because I think that it affects 
‘my decision but because the 
directors of the defendant com- 
pany hare to some extent relied on 
it to justify their action wihch is 
complained of by the ‘plaintiffs, 
who in their turn, alleging that 
they represent the great majority 
of British shareholders, point out: 
that they are a very substantial, 
‘but at the same time a hopeless 
minority. 

‘Tue 1915 Orver 1x Covscit. 

The company was incorporated 
under the Companies Ordinance, 
1865, since repealed and amended 
by thas of 1911, in conformity with 
which the jurisdiction of this 
Court. is exercised in respect of all 
British companies. This is in 
virtue of the China (Companies) 
‘Order in Council, 1915, which was 
mado under circumstances with 
which I must shortly deal. The 
necessities of trade had brought 
with them the necessity for a 
means of incorporating joint stock 
‘companies to carry it on, and in 
consequence a practice had grov 
up of tho Colony of Hongkong in- 
corporating companies to carry on 
Dusiness in China: many of these 
companies were neither managed 
in Hongkong npr had they any 
part of their business there; for 
the purposes of compliance | with 
the Ordinance such a company had 
a. so-called office in the Colony, in- 
dicated sometimes only by & board 
outside of its solicitors’ office. 
Apart from the question of the 
legality of such a situation its 
‘inconvenience increased with  in- 
creasing trade and it was finally 
put an end to by the Order in 
‘Council of 1915. This Order not only 
provided a hody of law for British 
‘companies and a Court before 
which they could bring their 
domestic concerns when necessary, 
‘but it further includes provisions 
calewlated to restrain certain com- 
panies which took advantage of 
tho absence of a power to deal 
with them consequent partly on a 
want of jurisdiction in this Court 
but also on the fact that their 
directors were often foreizners and 
80 not amenable: io British law. 
The obiects of the Order m 


























besides considerable __penalties 
imposed on a breach of it, failure 
to comply with it is made a ground 
on which the Court can order the 
company to be wound up. A 
China company is onc the opera- 
tions of which aro directed and 
controlled from some place in 
China. This company is a China 
company. 
‘Tra Latest Orpes. 


There is another circumstance 
connected with companies carrying 
on business in this part of the 
world and that is that their affairs 
are in many cases leit to agents 
and managers, a practice which is 
reflected in the definition of the 
word “director” in section 261 of 


the Ordinance of 1911, which 
reads “Director means any per- 
son occupying the position of 


director by whatever namo called 
and includes a general manager, 
manager, and any person on a 
consulting or advisory committee, 
end any person who has the con- 
trol of its affairs in the absences 
of 2 board of directors or of such 
consulting or advisory committee.” 
Thus penalties on directors for 
neglect to discharge duties under 
‘the Companies Act, 1908, are ex- 
tended to managers in China. A 
very few years’ experience of the 
new order showed that unless the 
manager of a company were sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction of the 
Court control” of that company 
might be evaded. Such cases have 
been before the Court and there 
have been others. Consequently 
the last piece of legislation to 
which I need refer was passed 
last_year, namely the China (Com- 
panies) Amendment. Order in 
Council, 1919, article 4 (1) of 
which provides “No person, other 
than a British subject resident 
within the limits of this Order, 
shall act as managing director or 
in any position similar to that of 
managing director, or shall other- 
wise exercise general or substan- 
tial control of the business of a 
China Company.” and sub-article 
(3) provides “Failure to comply 
with the provisions of this article 
shall be a ground upon which an 
order for winding up the Com- 
pany may be made by the Court” 


‘Tame Directors’ Scnexe- 

The defendants are therefore in 
the position of having to change 
their manager or of undergoing 
the pains and penalties prescribed. 
‘The directors, however, have pro- 
posed what they consider a better 
way which will enable them in 
fhet to avoid the change whilst 
complying with the provisions of 

















succinctly stated 1 the Order, and on February 13 
facilities for registering they sent a letter to tho share- 
British companies in -[holders in which they state the 


(2) 'to ensure that such companies 
are when registered and that 
they continue British, (3) to 
apply a system of law to all 
British companies carrying on 
business in China. One of the 
principal methods of securing 
these objects. is | provided by 
article 8 which saysfthe majority 
of the directors of a China com- 
pany shall be British — subjects.” 
Such is the importance put by the 


necessity for action and - suggest 
that the solution is to be found 
by arranging that “the business of 
the company be carried on under 
a system of law which allows the 
management to remain in Japan- 
ese hands:” adding that they feel 
confident that the shareholder ad- 
dressed will agree that a change 
of management is not desirable. 
Their plan is to promote a Japan- 
ese company with the same objects 











s the defendant company in 
which 10 shares will be allotted to 
10 persons and that the defendant 
company will remain the holder of 
‘the remaining 159,990, remaining 
in existence “to hold these shares 
and to distribute the profits 
received.” This is a sale for shares 
of the undertaking to the Japanese 
company and it claims that they 
hava power to act in this way 
under its memorandum of associa- 
tion. 

It has been insisted upon by the 
defendants that their action is in 
fact an endeavour to comply with 
article 4 (1) of the Order, and that 
in order to enable them to do so 
they are throwing overboard that 
{part of their business which was 
managed by tho Mitsui Bussan 
Kaisha and retaining the rest. 


Tae Prarytirr’s Opsecrions. 


The plaintiffs have urged upon 
jtho Court that they ask for the 
relief sought in this action for 
good reasons. ‘They fear the de- 
preciation of their property if 
instead of manufacturers of cotton 
they become collectors of dividends, = 
and they say, moreover, that the 
removal of the assets of the com- 
pany from the jurisdiction of His 
Majesty’s Courts ought not to be 
forced upon them in an ordinary 
meeting by a majority, composed 
of. porsons of a different nation- 
ality who wero content to use the 
facilities offered by incorporation 
98 a British company in. Hong- 
kong and who now wish to avoid 
further obligations imposed by 
that law which the plaintiffs are 
willing to accept. The property 
will, if sold. be subject to the 
provisions of Japanese law and 
they are ignorant of it or its 
requirements, they fairly say that 
this was a change they did not 
contemplate when they bougha 
their sharea They urge compli- 
ance with the new law which does 
not threaten loss to the company, 
or a sale for cash or finally 
liquidation, when they will not be 
foreed to accept shares in a for- 
eign “company as their property - 
ipstead of cotton mills. The 
directors’ answer is that these are 
matters to be decided by the com- 
pany for itself, and it seems to 
me that that is so if the decision 
is not ultra vires of the company. 
Mirtsur’s Goop Manacemest. 
There is no doubt that the 
schome is one for the relicf of the 
present manager of the company, 
and in. justice to the Mitsui 
Bussan Kaisha I must say that they 
are in every way worthy of such 
relief’ They promoted this com- 
pany and they have carried out its 
development most successfully and 
to the great advantage of its 
shareholders, there has never been 
the least suggestion that they have 
not in every way complied with 
the requirements of the law under 
which the company was incorpor- 
ated. Why they ‘chose this law 
rather than that of Japan I do 
not know, but they’did and the 
fact that the manager and the 
majority of the shareholders are 
Japanese has nothing to do with 
the question before me. The com- 
pany ig [a British company and 
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though it and its directors are 
entitled to take into consideration 
the conduct of the managers when 
“they may properly do so, the fact 
that the Japancse interests in the 
company have latterly, been pre- 
ponderating does not affect the 
considerations which must guide 
me in the determination of this 
casd. 


Tue ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION, 

The memorandum of association 
is in the usual form. Clause 3 (a) 
states the main object of the com- 
pany which is “to take over as a 
going concern the undertaking and 
all of the assets and libilities of 
the Shanghai Cotton Spinning 
Company and the Santai Cotton 
Spinning Company.” 

3 (b) enumerates a large number 
of trades and manufactures whisk 
aneil- 


appear to be all of them 
lary to the management of cotton 
mills or such manufactures as 


might reasonably be undertaken 
in a cotton mill, the lass words of 
the clause scom important; they 
are “to purchase, gin, clean, comb, 
prepare, spin, dye and deal in 
cotton. flax, hemp, jute, wool and 
other fibrous substances and to 
weave or otherwise manufacture, 
buy and ell and deal in linen. 
cotton and woollen cloth, and 
other cloth and other goods and 
fabries, and to supply power.” 

3 (c) gives the right to buy, sell, 
manipulate and deal in both whole- 
sale and retail commodities which 
can be conveniently carried on 
with other businesses. 

3 (d) provides for the acquisi- 
tion of the business and property 
of persons carrying on any business 
which this company is carrying on 
or possessed of property suitable 
to the purposes of this company. 


Two Paratet Cases. 

Tt seems to me ito follow from the 
cases of In re the Haven Gold 
Mining Company and in re the 
German Date Coffee Company 
that had it been for any reason 
impossible to acquire the two 
companies mentioned in (a) the 
company could not have gone, on 
because the substratum of ‘the 
company had gone. In_ order, 
therefore to resist a petition to 
wind up the company it would 
havo to show that its action left 
to it a pant at least of the main 
object, that some at least of the 
substratum remained. 

In dealing with the main object 
of the Haven Gold Mining Com- 
pany the Master of the Rolls said 
that “No doubt there aro general 
words in the memorandum and 
articles of association extending 
the right to work mineral property 
generally; but the object of the 
company or the special object in 
the memorandum of association is 
to work this gold mine” and in 
the second: case he said “this 
memorandum, when fairly read. 
and _ notwithstanding the rather 
loose uso of general words, is 
simply to buy this patent and to 
work it either with or without 
improvements.” 

Now, nctwithstariding ‘that the 
general words in clause -(d) which 


other business and property 
similar to that carried on by the 
company, the main object of the 
company is to acquire these two 
mills and work them with or with- 
out improvements. By clauses 1 
and 8 of the proposed agreement of 
sale ithe defendant company un- 
takes to vest in a proposed 
Japanese company all the pro- 
perty and liabilities of the former 
and its undertaking, business and 
goodwill. 


Two Distixcrioss or Importance. 
-L must confess to considerable 
difficulty in understanding how any 
part of the main object of the 
defendant company remains, but 
I have been much pressed with the 
case of In re the Borax Com- 
pany, which is summarized thus in 
Lord Justice Buckley’s (now Lord 
Wrenbury’s) work on. the Com 
panies Consolidation Act 1903, 
“but notwithstanding the sale the 
undertaking will continue (soit 
seems) to be a .going concern; for 
after the sale the company will 
still be carrying on a business (viz, 
that of holding stocks and shares 
of a similar company) authorized 
by its memorandum.” The faats 
of the two cases ‘are very much 
alike, but ithere are two distine- 
tions which seem to me of im- 
portance. The first is that the 
“undertaking” of the company 
was not sold as in this case it is 
proposed that it shall be, and the 
second is that the main object of 
the companies differ essentially, 
that of the Borax Company was to 
carry on the business of miners. 
refiners, ete, of borax, (b) to lease 
and acquire mines (c) to purchase 
and acquire certain named _pro- 
perties, The main object of the 
company “was general and the 
acquisition of the named properties 
was subsidiary. In the present 
case the reverse is the case if I am 
right in my finding as to- what 
is the main object of the company. 
It is true that the defendant com- 
pany offered through its counsel 
at tho closo of their argument to 
omit the word “undertaking” from 
their proposal, but I cannot listen 
to an offer made 60 late, the 
whole caso has argued on the 
documents as they stand and as 
they contained the proposal on 
which the plaintiffs moved the 
Court the defendant company’s 
directors annoy now affect their 
responsibility for them by offering 
to alter them. Notwithstanding 
then the fact that the defendant 
company does intend to contro! 
its property by holding practically 
all the shares in the new company 
it seems to me that it will have 
in fact abandoned the main object 
of its memorandum. The present 
case seems to me to fall within the | 
consideration which governed the ; 
































decisions in the Haven Gold 
Mining and the German Date 
Coffee Company rather than the 


Borax company case, 


Posrrion Untra Vines. 

But suppossing I am wrong and 
that the control still in the com- 
pany’s hands is sufficient to save 
its main object, what is the 
nature of the transaction? There 








seems to give power to acquire 


is no doubt about its object, that 
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is stated by the directors to be to- 
enable the company to carry on its. 
business under a system of law 
which allows the management to 
remain in Japanese hands. If 
that was ever an_ object of the 
company it cannot be so now, and” 
if the directors havo accurately 
stated their object they must fail 
for tho company is a British 
company and it cannot carry on 
its business under any law but tho 
law prescribed under the Foreign 
Jurisdiction Act which forbids the 
management remaining in Japan 
esc hands But let-us examine the 
position for ourselves, the defendant. 
company is a going concern and its 
affairs are going to be run by the 
new company as they were rua 
by itself through tho Mitsui Bussan 
Kaisha It is to be placed in such 
a position in the new company as 
will enable it to control tho action 
of that company in its dealings 
with what is in effect its own pro- 
perty. What they aro really doing 
is to keep control of their own pro- 
perty or to use tho same words as 
were used to describe the action of 
the Borax Company by ita own 
counsel “the company has not 
cessed to carry on business, though 
tho mode of carrying it on has been 
altered.” The alternative to my 
mind consists in substituting ono 
Japanese manager for another, and 
their action is therefore ultra vires. 

There will be an injunction 
restraining ithe defendant com- 
pany and its directors from pro- 
ceeding with their proposals for 
the sale of ‘tho company’s under- 
taking. The injunction had better 
be drawn up. 

His Lordship ordered that the 
defendant company should pay the 
costs of tho action, and centified for 
two counsel. 











‘Tue cardinals living in Romo 
have asked the Pope to raise their 
salaries as they cannot make “both. 
ends meet.” 

A coolio in the employ of the 
Sincere Co. was yesterday charg- 
ed at the Mixed Court with stealing. 
from his employers silver goods and 
ivoryware to the value of $960. 
The case was remanded one week 
as Det. Sgt. Quayle said that there 
was another man in the affair who 
had not yet been arrested. 





Tie cook, who together with two 
other Chinese, made an armed _at- 
take upon Mr. Shermakoff at No. 
North Szechuen Road on March 
was yesterday charged at the 
Mixed Court with attempted mur- 
der of the said Mr. Shermakoff. 
The case was remanded to be 
brought up before the Russian As- 
sessor. 


SAVARESSES 
keC@APSULES 


“PHYSICIANS RECOMMEND THEI 
Gemste Made in Laden, 
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MAIL NOTICES 
Next Mail In 
Per M.M.S. André Lebon ...March 29 
Per P. & O S Dilwara... ...April 7 





Next Mails 


For Marseittrs, Lonpo: 
Per P. & O. 8. Banca .. 
Per M.M.S Paul Lecat 


For Jara: 


Cawapa, UL 
Ber PALS. 








out 
ste 
arch 25 
April 1 
S.A & Evrore: 
March 27, 






! 


i 


H Rorgecs, M. Blum, £ Lavy, J; 
j Barrows, Sirs B. Bares, aise 
1h. V. Barrows. Mr. ‘sis Hooper Sirs. U. 
| s. Hooper, Messrs. W. H. Williams, J. 
Aiensabett, H. B. Hammond, Mrs. A. 
Yertik, Mr. W. F. Keay, Mr. and Ars. 
| N. E. Humbert, Master J. K_ Humbert, 
j Mr. E. K. Fairchild, Mes. H. Taylor, 
Messrs," E. Carrion,’ W. J. O'Brien, 
jC L. Bamberger, 
nd A. B. Campbell. 

Per str Kumano Maru, March 2t. 
From Japan. Mr. H. Steptaries, Mrs. 
AM, Statz, Mrs. Lumir and child. 











Per C.M.S. » 291" per sir. Empress of Japan, March 24. 
Bor C.M.S. Chit 307 From Vancouver, etc, Messrs.’ W. Barcus, 
Bor RALS. Empress of Japan April 1|y"°Y. Birgmine, W. i Birchenaugh 
Per RMS. Montesgle + 2). Ro Blinko, 1. Blackirby, F. Baw 
Per R.BLS, Empress of » 10) Mr. and Mr. J. M. Brown, al. E 








PASSENGERS. 


INWARI 
Per str, Monteagle, March 20. From | 


Vancouver, 
and Mrs. 11 


ete 





errigan, 







D 


Capt. 


» Misses M, and D. 


, Messrs. 
G. Page, 


iow. CH. Smith, Misses A. Skeagjild, 


T. Smith, 
Maser H. H. Weblow 





E. A. Vokius, D. Batt, 


E. D. 





Alexander, 


Mrs. 0. R Drake, Miss R. Gilbertson, 


Mrs. W. G. Holl 
Messrs. J. P. Harrison, 
W, MeDona!d, B, Moy. 
JL, Wood.” Mrs. 
Messrs, EB. Henning: 
E. F, McFarland, Mrs, 











land, Miss R D.'MeKarland, Mrs. 


Stowart, Mr, E. H. 
Hinds, Misx W. 
F, Hinds, Mess 
FE. 8, Lin, Misses A, 
Solbrig, Messrs. A. M. 
Petoloft W 
Lovenshiel, |. 











Mrs, 








M. Hinds, 
. Wm. Tanson, D.G, Lau, 


J. Kovohlepsk; 
Klein und D, Tasmo 





‘Nesland, 
J. Kite, K! 
MG. 
HH. “Wheeluck, 
H. P. Bankert, 
M.S. McFa 





” Master, B. 


Rassmussen, S. 
Zaintchkovsky 
ve 





Per str. Fushimi Maru, March 21.— 
For America—Dr. R. H. Mole,, Mrs. 
Mole and 3 children, Mr. C, Bezeman, 





Miss Remew Maser. 





ir. and Mrs. E. 


0. Apones and 2 children, Mrs. R. Ure 


Hummel, Miss 






























childven, Mr RL Ure. Hummel, Mr, A: 
E. Kean, Mr. BK. Remmptin | Mr: wD. Yvathow. March 24, Fro 
Adolph" Gernet, Migs C. ing, Mf Sheppard. We 
Moke 1 Akt, J. A Moore, Atee | Honskong. Misses “se 
Yano, Mr. and Xie. A. B. Hykee and |fittman. F. De Gray. Mrs. G. Tansey: 
3 children, ‘Mr. Nicholson, Mr DAE Bete one ene iaebin and 
Rovany ie aon er str. Kingsing, March 24, From| 
Kon, Tientsi iss Lenkins, Terry, De 
4) Viss, Cokie and Mrs. Hanmishingo. 
Per str Mentor. March 2 “From 
j | Hongkong. Mr. aud os 7 R. Dave |3 
E Mrs. Greaves. Mrs. Hay. Messrs. Albert 
Mrs,’ O. E. Huonex and 2 children, Me. : 
James ‘Hunter, Mr. and Mis, apes Pita, Jobs Deesiport Tek: 
Sad Intans ‘i | Smart snack Me and Sis Edward 
Freal Ladn vad Portes Alay and ee, | P Mackay. Master R. Mackay. Miso C. 
Barry, Mv. Adamson, Mrs. Barton, j Hermes Mr tnd. Mees 7 aE Smedley 
Lieut. rs, Chilton and 2 Mis Tabet! Meaty. “Le: 
Miss E. Domise, Mr. und Misc | Misses Webs! ea 
Downiee. r. de Haan, Mr Master | Coulcher, B. Crawley and Mae 4 
Dew, Br. chia Per str, Chikugo fart larch 25. 
ree, Prom Japan. Mesere ‘ada, Ohno, 
Tunter. . feito BEd, |. D.,Bairden, 
Heigh,' Messi. . ga, Jenkins, | M08. ‘7, H. Dodge, Miss MM. Thomas, 
Mr. and Mrs Knight, Mr. Korndoffer, | Yessrs. P. A. Makushia, N. | Kliagrin, | 
Capt, and Mrs. Delas, Mr. and Mrs. | Mrs Kliagrin, Mr. L, Dreymann, | 
















Palmer and 2 
























Moodie and child, M Mandell, Mrs. 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil, Mrs. 

Palmer and’ child, . Misses “I. Pringle, 
Parker, Mr, Rountree, Rev. and Mrs. 
Stanfield, Mi, and Vrs. “Turner and 
, Lieut, and Mrs. 

‘ams and Mr. A. 

Per str. Sinkiang, March 21, From 
Hongkong. Mrs.’ McCulloch, Capt. 
Harrison, Messrs. Jack, Tyler, White and 





Boardman. 
Per str. Fushimi Maru, March 21. 
From Hongkong. “Mrs. 'E.Sheble, 


Messrs, J. Zellensky. 
Avoyard, Mie. M. Ms 
Marqu 





T. Reyes, GS. 


farques, Master M. 





| 


H. Smith, Messrs. S. M. Soudhein 





Messrs. ¥. Forguenot, A. Gioia, 1G. 3. 









| Bumiller, Mr. and Mrs. 'L. B. Burl 
wardt, Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Burch and 















ushter, Mr. S. Burton, Miss H. C. 
Butterworth, Mr. O. L. Chalkley, Mrs. 
SS. Corett, Miss E, da Costa, Rev. 











nd Mars, E. S. Currie, Miss A. L. Davies, | 3 
Mr. and Mrs. W. J.” Dickson, Messrs. 
|J. Demand, H.R. Fenstamaker, Mr. 
ind Mrs. Messrs. HP. 
Ferguson, J) Miss F. Grace, 

{Meo and’ Mrs. J. J. Gorman, Mrs, 














M. Gibbons. Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Heyburn, Mes. E.. J. Hara and child, 
Messrs, J. wood, G. W. Heath, H 


Hoberstal, Miss M, ‘Johnstone, Geo. B. 
jurden, Mrs. I. Kock and child, Mrs. C. 
F. Laessoe, vall, Messrs. R. 
R. McKendrick, atin, E,W. 
Moore, Lieut. H. Piper, “Capt. 








J 


Maitland, | McMurrich, Mr. and Mrs. H. A.’ Pfuffer, 


Mr. H. ©. Rowsin, Mrs, J.B. Ross, 
Messrs. F. B. Scott, 'W. A. Skuse, 
Mrs. P. N. Smith and 2 children, Miss 












Soppett, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Mr. and Mr. B. Marloes he 
Van Werveke, A. S. Wither, Wharton 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Wooding, Mr. 
Worden, Mrs. Chan Shee a 
Mr. Lo'Le, Mr. Liang. Capt, D. Moore, 
Mr. Chan Peter, Mix. Sulimsky, Mr 
Won Gum and Mm. S. 8. Wa. 




















Messrs Parken, —Armstron{ 


























































Mies F. S.Dreymann, Mr. A. Dreymann, | 
Mrs, W. Dreymann, Mr. Fapumoriobe 
and Mrs. Glemie. 


OUTWARD 


Per str. Poyang, March. 18—For 
Hankow—Mr. and Mrs. W-. Morrison 
and 2 children, Rev. and Mrs. H. G. 
Brown and 2 children, Rev. and Mre 
Quentu_and 3 children, Rev. and Mra. 
HS. Forbes and child, Miss M. Lamb, 
Miss Scott. For Wubu—Mre. Innocent, 
Misses Innecent (2). 

Per str. Chenan, March 20.—For 
| Hongkong—Mr. G. Fooss, Mr. B. Fooss, 
Lieut. J. Lindsay, Sgt’ N. A. Batute, 
M. AUP.” Roberts, Lieut Ht 





Mrs. D.C. Patstone} 


| Usti, Nagano, 


Per str. Luenho. March 24. From 
Harkow. Mr. and Mrs. Somekh and 3/ 
children, Rev. and Mrs. Davies and 2 


Robinson. From Kiukiang, | Gi 


Groham, Lieut. T. Younger, Sgt T. A. 
Smith, Cpl. N. Narringtou Rame, Lieat, 
N. Clarke, Lieut. G. H. Packer, Pte. 
3. Byrne’ Rame, GQMS. A. 'Smeth- 





west, 
Takeshima Maru, March 20.— 

r H. J. ‘Welch, Mr. 

P. Elwood, Mr.’ 8. J. 

Dyffe, Lieut, AR. Wurtele, Mr. ‘and 


Mrs.’ Yamamoto, Messrs. Nogi, Hirat. 

suka, Tanabe and A. F. Welch. 

Per str. Fengtien, March | 20.—For 

ientsin.—Mr and Mrs. Kamff, Miss 
fessts. D. Paterson and Stem. 

ir. Towlson. For Wei- 

uaiwei.—Mrs. Sopor and child 

Per str. Weosung, March 20.—For Kius 
jkiang—Mrs. Herman, - Dr. Bondfield 
and Miss M. Woodruff. For Hankow.— 
Mr. and Mrs, L.A, Faitley, Messrs 0. 
F. Rehnborg and Slessor. 

Per str. Ngankin, March 22.—For 
Mr. and Mrs. G.T, Edkins ang 
Misses E. Eberhard, 0. Grigoriff, 
and Mrs. Stanfield, ‘Misses Gilbert. 
‘etlaud, Messrs. J. A. Bristow, 

and’ E. F. Bothwell. For 
Wuhu.—Rev. P. Coutois, 

Per str, Suiyang, March 23.—For 
Honghong-—Mra, and Miss Craig,” Mr. 
jJ. J. Ganon and Capt. Legge. 
Canton.—Mrs. and Miss French, ‘Manor 
French, Capt. French and ” Master 
French. 

Per str. Tungchow, March 23,—For 
| Weihaiwei—Mr. H."F. Adamson. For 
| Chefoo.—Mrs. Railton, Mrs. H. Reddesk 
and 2 children, 

Per str, Yamashiro Maru, March 23, 
For Japan.—Mr. and Mrs. J. F. 
Rebeins, Mesers. Halldin, D. Moran, 
F. Satterwhite, F. X. Aguiar, Mr, ‘and 
Mrs. Toyoda, Mr. and Mrs, Kalo, Messrs, 
Watamabe, Takahashi, 


| Sinoshita ‘and’ Kai, 
Per str. Loongwo, March 23.—For 

Hankow, Mrs. MeWiltie, Dr. Grogrevge, 
Enser, easy, Miss A. 

and Mrs. ©. N. Drake. ; 




























































. Moultrie, Miss Marroa, 
Mr. and Mrs. D, 
Hamilton, Messrs, T. W. 
C. 8. Kurfees, Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Takami, Mfr. D. Paterson’ and child, Mr. 
and Mrs. S.J. Monty, Messrs, Mori. 
moto, Terai, Toyama, Kachi, Otani, J. 
. Herrick. 

Str. Sinkiang, March 25.—For 
Mr. and Mrs.’ Denn and 2 child. 
ren, Mr. J. S. Wu, Capt. De 
| W."H. Geibel and Me. 

Per str, Luenho, 
Mr, and Mr 
Bur, Madame Dafayet, 
















| ko 





Mile. 
and Mrs. Theodor, 


Sclaronis, 
Messrs. §. 8. 

















McKee, W. H. Birchenough and M. G. 
Brisker. 

Per ‘str. Chekiang. © March 26.—For 
fess. A.C. Hill and J. 
Per ste, Kiangwah, March | 27.—For 
Hankow.—Misses (2) Tong, Mrs. (5) 
F. J. Mitchell, -and 

i BIRTHS 


AITCHISON.—On March 24, 1920, 
at the Victoria Nursing Home, 
Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs, @: 
L. Aitchison, a son. 

BARNES.—On Thursday, March 95, 
1920, at No. 1 Robison Road, 
Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs. 0. 
J. Barnes, a daughter. 

LUNT.—On March 19, 1920, at 
Peking, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Caroll” Prescott Lunt, a son. 

ROSE.—On March 93, 1920, at No. 
21 Connaught Road, Shanghai, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rose, 
a daughter. 
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SUTOR.—On March 22, 1920, at the 
French Hospital, Hongkong, tol 

/ Mr. and Mrs. H. Sutor, a son. { 
Died shortly after. I 


MARRIAGE 


BOND-TRUEMAN.—On March 20, 
1920, at H.BM. Consulate; 
General, Shanghai, before H.| 
Phillips, Esq., 0.b.5., Acting 
Conswl-General, and afterwards 
at Holy Trinity Cathedral, by 
the Very Rev. A. J. Walker. 
William Charles Bond, son of 
the late Captain R. W. Bond 
and Mrs. Bond of Liverpool, 
to Laura Kathleen Trueman, 
danghter of Major and Mrs. T. 
E. Trueman of Shanghai. 


DEATHS 
CARTER.—On March 23, 1920, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Shanghai, 
of broncho-pneumonia, Alma 
Hope, aged 14 months, beloved 
infant daughter of Mr. andj 
Mrs. R. J. Carter. | 
HUTCHISON.—On March 22, 1920, 
at 6 p.m., at Victoria Nursing 
Home, Shanghai, of pneumonia, 
John Duflon Hutchison in his 


65th year. : 

MOLONY.—On March 21, 1990, at 
Dr, Fearn’s Sanatorium, Shang- 
hai, to Mr. and Mrs. J. C. 
Molony a daughter, Kathleen 
Rosina Mary. 

LEMON.—On March 21, 1990, at 
No. 47 Route de Say Zoong, 





i 











Shanghai, Charles Arthur 
Lemon, ‘of Melbourne, Aus- 
sralin, 3 aged 49 years. 

LITTLE—On March 22, 1920, 


at Shanghai, William Dalgliesh 
Little, in his 6ith year. 


j WILEY.—On March 21, 


SCHELLENBERG.—On March 18, 
1920, ab No. 254 Yamashita-cho, 
Yokohama, F.- Martin Schellen- 
berg, of Sulzer, Rudolph & Co. 


loved wife of William Wiley, 
aged 94 years. 


IN MEMORIAM 
SAMMY.—In proud memory of 
Sammy, who died gallantly on 
the Crozat Canal. France, on 

March 23, 1918. Billy. 


1920, at 
No. 701° Great Western Road, 
Shanghai, Goldie Emma, be- 


SICAWEI METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 


























1 F 
& | Hygrometer. | Thermometer] 
bag ot | ees | Wind "dam. | in Shado | Weather 
Month |g | Attached | Direction Force, fl =<] ae 
| aa} Therm, | 9am. (1-12)! Dry | Wet , Max.) Min. { 
Mar. 18 | 80.25 ESE | 2 | 0D. R, 
» 20 | 30.14 x 1 \ OM, 
21 | 30,08 2 { 0. M. 
07 1 om. 
i (8 os 
1 450 | o., D. 
2 430 | OM. 
M—nmisty (hazy) R—rain T—thund 
O—orercast (dull) S—sow Z—calmee 








SHANGHAI THERMOMETER READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
In the open ajr in a shaded situation in the Foreign Settlement 











j Thermometer (Fahr.) Rainfall 
Bots Minimum Maximom Inches ( 
1920 1919 1920 1919 1920 1919 
Mar. 19| 49.0 470 i 
Lo a0 50.2 418 i 
ad 48.2 50.8 
a2] 500 52.4 
yo] 450 $5.0 
er see) 562 
BRS 43.0 44.0 











BOO 


Aviation Engines 
Victor W. Page 


A standard work and much used in Arm; 
‘The engines described are all practical forms, 
representative of the present state of aviation $4.50 





TEXTS 


KS 


How to Run. an Automobile 

By Victor W. Page 
Gives concise information about running all makers 
of gasoline automobiles, how to cate for them, 
describes step in shifting gears, control- 


yy and Navy. 














Hing engine, and general starting and aiving 
; instructions. ~ $1.25 
Boiler Waters M. Gas E 
ae arine Gas Engines 
Wm. W. Christi 
rs Be ise a ecb Carl H. Clark 
Tomltvemoilee that woay be spotied ; the gaia being, Describes the construction and operation of, the 
oe rsd stan iypes or modern marine engines. 
ee ‘etiolen, generation ‘of, stat ae Material on oil and Diesel engines is added to 
P ‘ is new edition. 102 illustrations - $8.00 
Flying Machines 
Alfred W. Marshall Practical Perspective 
A popular account of fying machines, dirigible Richards) and Calvin 
‘balloons and aeroplanes, present and A book for, everyone, including executives who want 
fatare.” An intersting introductory stady to “talk with pencil.” So written that any 
this fascinating subject .. - $1.00 tmochanio ean vederstand and apply - $1.00 





Also new stock of scientific books received fortnightly 


EDWARD 


30 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD 


EVANS & SONS, LTD. 


SHANGHAI 
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